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Where You Are Always Going: The Presence of Jesus 

     I recently viewed the movie Christopher Robin, Disney’s live-action Winnie the Pooh 

movie as an adult version of Pooh’s human pal.  In this version Christopher Robin is both a 

World War II veteran and a father who fails to provide emotional support for his daughter in 

her childhood and enjoying the time he has with her now.  In the story-line, Christopher 

Robin sacrifices a family vacation weekend to work through the weekend as the efficiency 

officer for the luggage company to make cuts and save the company from going out of 

business. Of course, Winnie the Pooh reappears and upends his plans and leads 

Christopher back to the Hundred Acre Wood and a healthy work-family life balance.  

     In the end the adult Christopher Robin finds a way to have a job and a family holiday, 

not only for his family, but all the luggage company’s workers and their families as well, 

which in the long run saves the company and jobs. Adult Christopher Robin prioritizes 

what is important: giving his wife relational time, his daughter a childhood, and enjoying 

the time he has with both of them in a present moment of happiness.  

     At one point in the movie when adult Christopher and Pooh are trying to decide where to 

go, Pooh says, “I always get to where I’m going by walking away from where I have been.”  I 

take that to mean that one can not keep looking back to see where one went wrong and 

expect to get to where one wants to be. But, setting out and looking forward with hope, one 

gets to the new place of where one will be. 

     This is what Jesus is doing in his appearances to the disciples after his resurrection. 

Jesus is helping them to move away from the mistakes and failures of betrayal, denial, 

abandonment of him, and walking toward where Jesus will be present; at Emmaus(Lk. 

24:13-35) where he is present in the breaking of the bread; at Jerusalem(LK. 24:36-43) 

where the disciples are hiding in the upper room in fear and doubt and Jesus appears 

before them and eats fish; at Bethany(Lk.24:50-53) where Jesus lifts up his hands and 

blesses them and is lifted up into heaven before their eyes.  

     These are the stories we move through during this Easter season of worshipping with 

joy and blessing, even as we honor mothers, attend graduations and remember fallen 

comrades on Memorial Day. As we do so, know that where you are always going, is into the 

presence of Jesus in the life that is coming for all of us, all the time. Jesus said, “And 

remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  This sounds like Christopher 

Robin when he says, “The most important thing is, even when we’re apart, I’ll always be 

with you.”                                                                            Pr. Ahles 
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Sunday School News 
May 5 – Sunday School @ 9:45 am 
May 12 – Kids sing @ 8:30 am service;  

Sunday School @ 9:45 am 
May 19 – Sunday School Awards during 8:30 church service 
 

Council 
Meeting is 

Tuesday, May 7 
at 7 p.m. 

 

FOOD PANTRY 
The food pantry collection 
is the 2nd Sunday of the 

month.  

 

Sunday, May 26 we are designating as            

“School Care Kit” Sunday! These items are 
collected as mission kits and distributed to 
those in need through the Lutheran World 
Relief.  Start collecting items for these kits and 
bring them to church on the 26th: 

 4 notebooks (70 pages each) 

 1 block eraser 

 1 ruler (inches and centimeters) 

 1 pencil sharpener 

 5 unsharpened pencils with erasers 

 5 ball point pens (no gel pens) 

 1 box crayons (16-24 count) 

 1 blunt scissor 

Spring Cleaning?  The Youth Group is collecting 

aluminum cans!!  Please bring your cans to the receptacles in 

the back of the church or contact Kellen & Lindsey Nelson. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Mark your calendar!  

Church service time will change 

in JUNE! 

Starting on Sunday, June 2, 

Church will start at 10:30 am. 

 

Elk Creek WELCA met for its April meeting on 04/07/19.  Meeting opened with Verse and Creed at 10:05am by Co-

President Tammy.   Minutes from February meeting were read, no March meeting was held due to other activities that 

Sunday.  Motion by Mary, second by Sheryl to accept secretaries minutes, minutes were placed on file.   No Treasurers 

report given 

Old Business: 

Pancake Breakfast to be held after church service 9:30 – 11:00 next Sunday.   Children grades 3 and up to help.  Brandi 

has gotten a Thrivent Grant for the event.  Discussion on how money raised was to be used.  Will discuss further when 

more members are present. 

Next event will be Potluck on May 19, also Sunday school awards. 

New Business: 

Pastor asked the ladies to consider taking on the project of purchasing and sending out the “Splash News Letter” for 

families with children under 3.  Newsletter is activities, song CD, etc. to continue to help parents teach children to learn 

and grow in faith.  Cost is $12.00 per year for each child and has different newsletter for each age group (1-12 months, 

13-24 months, 25-36 months).  There were a number of question on how his would be dispensed.  Tabled until more 

information is available. 

Evangelical Church letter on a “new way to give” discussed.  Ladies give in numerous ways already, and are not 

interested in adding this at this time.  Request from Alzheimer association for donation, this was given in fall.  Luther 

Park a letter of appreciation for quilt given and request for another for their Quilt fundraiser in August. 

Thanks You’s read from:  Shelly Navis (Orphan Outreach donation), Lutheran Social Services (R.A.Y.S) and Women of the 

WELCA for donations given. 

Offering taken, Motion to adjourn by Sheryl, 2nd by Barb.  Meeting closed with Lord’s Prayer.  10:45 am. 

 

Lines from LaVerne…  

Each morning we have new hope. So open your eyes and see all the beauty around you. Open your heart and let 

the truth walk with you. In the midst of problems, there is no better time than right now. The Holy Spirit is 

within  us ever since we were baptized. If you base your security on things that can be taken from you, then you 

are put on a false edge of security. Jesus is your security. Grace is letting God find you. Faith is really faith 

when it’s all you have to hang onto. When we think we don’t need our Lord at all, that is when we need Him the 

very most. God will never lead you wrong. We need to be humble regardless of what happens. Never apologize 

for who you are. Keep your self-respect always. Be yourself. You cannot always choose when to be strong, but 

you can choose to be joyful. John 8:32 says, “If we know the truth it will set us free.” The will of God is to be 

joyful, remembering always to pray and to give thanks to God in all circumstances. If God has your heart, it will 

be reflected in what you do. Remember, Jesus says, “I will never leave you or forsake you, even until the end of 

the world.”  Thank you, dear Jesus, for dying on the cross for us, so we can have eternal life and meet at your 

feet some day. Amen. 

Your Lay Minister, LaVerne 



April 2, 2019 Congregational Council Meeting (Unapproved) 

Meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m. by acting President Jim Odness. Members present were Brandi Berg, Jim 

Odness, Keith Nelson, Linda Odness, Tom Johnson, Bruce Thompson, Pastor Ahles, Stephanie Rumstick, Barb Fischer 

and Cedric Anderson 

Pastor led us in prayer and devotion with a reading from Matthew Chapter 28. “I will be with you always to the end of 

ages”, is a promise made by Jesus Christ. Pastor shares that today we are growing into a church that is different from the 

church that he was brought to as a child. Today we are scattered in a mission field to bring those who aren’t here into the 

church to hear the word of Jesus Christ through the gospel. We are encouraged to be disciples to all Nations. Pastor 

reminds us to fall into step with Jesus and go forward, “don’t look back”, we are not going that way.  

Secretary's report for the March Congregational Council Meeting was read by Linda; motion to approve minutes as 

amended was made by Stephanie,  Cedric seconded; motion carried.  

Treasurer's Report provided and presented by Brandi Berg 

March 

 

 Checking Account - $13,847.96  Building Fund Checking - $5,247.47 

 2050 General Fund - $25,421.83  Memorial Fund - $3,313.56 

 Church Savings- $14,374.52   13 mo. CD - $10,038.72 

Motion was made by Linda to approve report as presented, Keith seconded and motion carried. 

Pastor’s Report 

 Pastor conducted 4 worship services, attended 3 text studies, and attended the Gathering @ Warbturg Seminary.  

He made 3 home visits, provided communion to 8 shut-ins and made 3 hospital visits. He performed a baptism 

and Lenten service at Dove.  

 Pastor shared that Confirmation class is going well. He is meeting with the students after Lenten service and will 

continue to meet with them on Wednesday through May  

 Pastor shared some upcoming events which including: 

 NWWS- Walking Together Event on March 3, 2019 at UWEC, and Boundary Training  

Event @ NWS office on April 9, 2019.  

Reformation & Reunion April 23-25
th
 at Wartburg, which is also the 35

th
 Anniversary of  

His Ordination.  

WELCA  

 Ladies did not meet in March so nothing to report. 
Parish Secretary Update 

  Crystal is liking the Season’s in Service program for producing the weekly bulletin 

Janitor 

No report 

Parish Council  

 Jim shared that the executive committee met on March 26, which included Jim Odness, Tom Wagner, Steve Ebert 

via phone, Strum President Vicki and Pastor Ahles to discuss various issues with the most important being 

increasing communication. The hope is to promote more transparency with each congregation related to budget, 

etc.  It is planned that each congregation will share their newsletter information and events so we can have more 

joint activities.  Shared information about summer Bible Camp for 3
rd

 graders.  

 Linda will call Riverland Energy to get her name off of the account for the parsonage so Michelle Peaslee can 

access the account for easier payment.  

Old Business  

1. Speaker system at the church has been repaired and seems to be working well 

2. Jim has reached out to the following for roof bids: Bertrang Roofing, Bjorkstand Roofing and Nate Rongstad. He 

has not received all bids yet. The plan is to share the information with the congregation and get feedback prior to 

making any decisions. 

3. Brandi is working on a “Raise the Roof” fund raiser, with details to come.  

4. Discussion regarding establishing a plan for church service cancellation when inclement weather occurs. Linda 

made a motion for the current President & Vice-Present along with the Pastor or any two other council members 

to determine if church is to be cancelled due to weather. The announcement will be no later than two hours prior 

to service. WEAU television and WHTL radio will be notified as well as the calling tree using the Ladies 

contacts. Brandi seconded the motion, motion carried.  



New Business  
1. A large chunk of snow/ice slid from the roof of the parsonage and damaged the air conditioner. Ben Aiona is 

going to come and check on it soon. Depending on the damage may submit claim to insurance or just repair it.  

2. Jim removed the side rails on the alter. 

3. Discussion about the condition of the carpet in the entry way/Narthex and aisle in the church, no action taken. 

4. Pews need to be checked for maintenance with increased creaking noted. 

5. Brief discussion regarding plans for “Gods work our hands”, no action taken. 

6. Crystal and Pastor are checking on who is in the third grade for a communion class. 

7. Brandi made a motion to transfer $8000.00 from the church checking account to the 2050 fund. Linda seconded 

the motion, motion carried. 

Motion to adjourn made by Tom 2
nd 

by Stephanie, motion approved. Meeting adjourned at 8:48, we closed with the Lord’s 

Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted by Linda Odness, Recording Secretary. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Are you a young adult woman? 
Consider checking out this valuable resource!  

https://www.boldcafe.org/ 

Café is a magazine for and with young adult women who want to 

build their faith.  Café incorporates a Lutheran perseptive for young, 

adult women of Christian faith or simply for any woman who is 

interested in how faith relates to the issues that women face today. 

Readers and writers of Café include pastors, seminary and college 

students, and other young adult women who use Café as a Bible study 

resource individually or with their congregation. 
 

 

https://www.boldcafe.org/

