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Please have all reports for the ANNUAL
REPORT submitted to Crystal Johnson by CHRIST IN OUR
Wednesday, January 17h. Thank you!! HOME
The January-March
ANNUAL MEETING <% books are now
- - D) available in the
The Annual Meeting will ) church Narthex.
be Sunday, January 28 L int is al
after church. A potluck arge print is also
meal will be served with available there.
the meeting to follow. ANNUAL
MEETING

Sunday School News

Sunday school will resume January 7" at 9:15.

Thank vou to all the individuals that had a part v makivg | Council |
our Christimas program come together: Jessica Berg, Bonnie . . .
Jolhmson, Nicole Nelson, Tara Nelson, Lori Nelson, and Becky | Meetlng 1S |
Rongstad for working with the kids and putting together . Tuesday,

the music and the full production (costumes, scripts, directivg |
everyone to where they I January 2 I

needed +o bel); +the . .
Sunday | at 7 p.m. |
school teachers for e e —— — —_
helping direct kids and cheering the kids on; the
parents who volunteered, helped, and offered endless
support. Most of all, a big THANK YOU +o the kids!
Your Voices, singivg, and langhter is what makes Elk

. Creek so speciall




Lutefisk & Meatball Supper!

Saturday, February 17 2024
Please sign-up to work and/or donate for this event
(in the Narthex).

Settings are 11:30, 1:00, 2230, 4:00.

Full meal $2.0.00, Meatballs $15.00.
To purchase tickets, contact Becky at (715) ¢94-2161
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HAVE YOU BEEN LOOKING FOR A WAY TO
CONTRIBUTE TO OUR MISSION PROJECTS?

We are collecting bars of soap! How easy is that? Next time you stop at
the store, grab as many bars as you would like and bring them to church
for the Mission Kits our Ladies assemble! Our little church has done
marvelous things and we ARE making a HUGE impact throughout our
communities and world-wide missions. Thank you for contributing to
these projects.

*Qur projects will be listed in the Annual Meeting report! Check it out!
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Elk Creek Lutheran Church Council Meeting -- December 5, 2023

The meeting was called to order by President Ryan Johnson at 7:05 PM. Members present were: Jan Berg, Brian
Christopherson, Ryan Johnson, Dave Lyngen, Lori Nelson, Lynn Nelson, and Bruce Thompson.

Prayer -- Ryan began by leading us in prayer.

Secretary’s Report -- It was noted that the Secretary’s Report for November of 2023 had been sent to each of the
Council members electronically, corrections made, and it had been approved prior to it being printed in the December
Newsletter.



Financial Report -- was presented by Lynn with information provided by Haukeness Financial Service. Lynn noted that
the Workmen’s Compensation was being audited and she had just filled out the forms. Bruce made a motion to approve
the Treasurer’s Report as presented; Brian seconded; motion passed.

Elk Creek Lutheran Church Accounts

e General Checking Account - $ 34,276.97

¢ General [2050 Fund] Savings Account $ 3,908.30
e Memorial Fund - $ 7,501.26

e Building Fund Checking - $ 10,087.64

e Thrivent — $ 27,269.46

¢ CDs at C.C.F. - $ 50,000

Joint Parish Financial Accounts

Assets Elk Creek Immanuel Total
Beginning Balance - $ 8,150.91 $6,982.09 $ 15,133.00
Deposits & Interest -  $ 3,646.25 $7,097.19 $ 18,894.35

Payments - $ 3,660.52 $0.00 $ 15,233.83
Liabilities & Equity - $8,136.64 $7,097.19 $ 15,233.83
Ending Balance - $8,136.64 $7,097.19 $ 15,233.83

WELCA Report -- Jan indicated that the Women Group will be making and serving soup as a part of the Living Nativity.
Brian Lyga has been contacted to take some of the quilts the Sew-and-Sews have made for area veterans. Deb Ebert
took 3 quilts to a needy Eleva family. The Women’s Group will be meeting at 9:30 on December 10. They will be
discussing the Sing-Along and Appreciation Supper on December 13. They will also be discussing donating some of the
funds raised during the Bazaar.

Youth Group -- The Youth Group will be presenting the Living Nativity at 5:30 PM on December 9. Youth Group
members will be furnishing bars to be served at the lunch following the event. A reminder that attendees are to bring
canned goods to the Living Nativity as the price of admission.

Sunday School -- The Sunday School Christmas Program will be presented during the 10:30 AM service on December
17. The dress rehearsal will be held on the morning of Dec. 16.

Choir, Memorial Committee, Custodian, Office Staff, & Joint Parish Council -- No reports

Old Business --
¢ Sub-Organist — The Council wanted to express their thanks to the members of the Youth Group who have been
acting as the Sub-Organists and playing the Clavinova during the recent church services. It is much
appreciated!
¢ Parsonage - It was noted that Pastor Ahles had paid for Ashley Johnson’s Cleaning Service to clean the
parsonage. It was determined that the Council would tour the parsonage later during the meeting.

New Business --

¢ Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Services — It was noted that this year Christmas Eve is on a Sunday. Pastor
Tobiason will be leading the Elk Creek’s Candlelight Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 PM as well as the one at
Immanuel at 5:30. He will also be leading Immanuel's Christmas Day service. Following discussion, it was
determined that Lori Nelson and Tammy Danenberg will coordinate the 10:30 AM Carols and Reading service
which will be held onSunday, December 24. Lori will contact Mary Jo Eid or Matt Weaver about possibly
leading the December 31 service. Pastor Tobiason has indicated that he would prefer to have at least one
Sunday off each month, which we all agree he very much deserves.

e Gifts — Following discussion, Bruce made a motion to make a $1,300 gift to Pastor Tobiason as a Thank You for
his service to Elk Creek Lutheran Church; Dave seconded; and the motion passed. Lori made a motion to give
gifts of $25 to custodian Lindsey Nelson and Secretary Crystal Johnson; Bruce seconded; and the motion
passed.

e Bills — A $4,350.03 bill from Semingson Aberle Plumbing for the work at the parsonage was presented. Lynn
indicated that the bills for the insurance and from Chippewa Valley Energy have not arrived yet, but should be
paid when they are due. An additional $100 was budgeted and needs to be paid into the Choir’'s account. Dave
made a motion to pay the bills for the plumbing and choir as well as to pay the insurance and energy
bills when they arrived. Lori seconded the motion and it passed. It was noted that Crystal will soon be using
the credit card to purchase stamps and office supplies.



¢ Donation Request — Dave made a motion to donate $500 to Howard Steinke to be used to pay for expenses
incurred for his 3 times per week dialysis treatments; Bruce seconded; and the motion passed. It was noted
that Mr. Steinke

¢ 2024 Budget — We discussed and made proposals for the items in the 2024 Budget. Bruce made a motion to
increase the secretary’s pay to $3,000 per year; Brian seconded; the motion passed. We tabled further
discussion of the 2024 Budget until the January meeting.

Lori made a motion to temporarily adjourn to visit the parsonage; Dave seconded; and the motion passed.

Tour of the Parsonage — During the Council’s tour of the parsonage, the following issues were noted: water damage of
the dining room floor, basement needs a good cleaning, and the stair-lift needs to be removed. The water heater needs to
be replaced. The parsonage does not have a kitchen stove, washing machine, and dryer. The rooms do not need painting
and the carpets are okay except for some minor fraying at the top of the stairs. Two bed frames, 2 mattresses, and 3 box
springs, several chairs, and several other items remain in the house or garage.

The Council reconvened in the church basement at 9:25. Bruce and Dave volunteered to load the bed frames and other
items up and dispose of them. Ryan will contact the stair-lift company to have it removed. We discussed the possibility of
renting the parsonage and decided to hold off until at least the January 2024 meeting.

Next Meeting -- The next Council meeting will be on January 2 at 7 PM.

Adjournment -- Brian made a motion to adjourn; Bruce seconded; motion passed. The meeting was closed at 9:55
PM with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted by Lori Nelson, Recording Secretary

Special Virtual Council Meeting — December 17, 2023

President Ryan Johnson contacted all members of the Church Council via e-mail. He explained that
the church's laptop had died. Lynn made a motion to purchase a new laptop (one recommended by
Matt Weaver). Mark Blabac seconded the motion; and the motion passed.
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WELCA Meeting 12/10/23

Meeting was opened by President Jan at 9:25. The secretary’s report was read and accepted as read, placed on
file. Treasurers report: Income: $1369.00, Expenses: $6658.05 (Donations from last month). Ending Balance
$9689.70. Report was accepted and placed on file.

Old Business: Additional donations to be made-Motion by Linda to pay Tammy $280.00 for winter clothing for
Osseo school children. Amended to include additional $280.00 to Whitehall, and ES Schools for winter
clothing needs for children. Second by Rhonda, passed. Motion by Linda to give $480.00 to Independence
schools for the also, 2™ by Lynn, motion passed. Motion by Lynn to give $500.00 to Howard Steinke for
Medical expenses. Second by Linda, passed. Motion by Deb to give $500.00 to the Jeremiah Segerstrom
family, 2" by Linda, approved. The needs of the Hensche family discussed, motion by Lynn to give $500.00,
2" by Tammy, passed. Rhonda shared information of a Grandmother who took in 6 children, Schamburg will
get gift cards from the monies to best address the families needs. Motion to give $600.00 by Rhonda, 2"¢ by
Barb, passed. Quilts would be appreciated also.

Discussion on repair of church organ, 1 key not working. Tammy will bring this to Church Council. While the
organ is not currently in use, would be nice if it was repaired for guest organists.

Pam brought forward some other donation suggestions: ALS: Motion by Pam to give $500.00, 2" by Linda,
passed. The Hub (Hallie) a Thrivent Choice option, motion by Pam to give $ 500.00, 2" Linda, passed. Will



check in to giving them Quilts also. Others: Bolten House, Sojourner, Beacon and Ruth house. Motion by Jan,
274 by Pam, passed.

New Business: Lutefisk Dinner- Becky will continue to take calls for tickets. Will have 4 sittings (2/17/24)
11:30, 1:00, 2:30, 4:00. Full meal $20.00, Meatballs $15.00. Could use more help with dishwashing,
suggested 1 hour shifts for dishwashing.

Nomination of Officers for 2024. President Jan Berg, CO-President Rhonda Koval, Secretary Barb Fischer,
Treasurer Linda Odness, Church Council Jan Berg, 2™ Linda Odness. Nominating Committee: Tammy
Dannenberg, Deb Ebert. Alter Committee (1 year) Deb Ebert and Linda Odness.

(2 year) Lori Blabac and Crystal Johnson. Nominations accepted, unanimously passed. Some discussion on
changing back to 2 serving groups for 2024.

Thank you’s received from Osseo Library, Strum Food Pantry, Birthday Box Western Dairyland, and for cash
given to Western Dairyland, Whitehall RIF program. All posted on board in basement.

Motion to adjourn by Tammy, 2°¢ by Roseann.

Meeting adjourned at 10:20.

Barb Fischer, Sec.
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Joint Parish Council Meeting of Inmanuel & Elk Creek Lutheran Churches -
11/21/2023

Members present: Bob Schlink, Tammy Danenberg, Kris Husby, Ryan Johnson,
Camille Skoug, Pam Johnson, Anson McCune and Karin Back.
Meeting was called to order by Kris at 6:30 pm at Immanuel.

Kris wanted to thank everyone for working on all the issues dealing with calling a new pastor and the extra
meetings this involves.

Secretary's report was previously approved via email.

Financial Report
« Total Ending Balance as of October 31, 2023 - $15,779.67
oElk Creek Balance - $8,409.58 with October’'s amount included
olmmanuel Balance - $7,370.09 without October’'s amount included

Old Business
e December 31 - refund congregations for overpayments
e January 1st - Account will need 2 months due from each congregation
e Payments will be due on the 1st of each month and for the exact amount
¢ 11/22 - Community Thanksgiving Service - Eleva Lutheran - 7 pm
¢ 11/23 - ILC Thanksgiving Day Dinner

New business
» Motion to approve 2024 Budget at 2023 amounts by Camille. 2nd by Anson - approved
*Need to have Lynn switch the Riverland Electric bill to come out only from Elk Creek general fund until
there is a Pastor back in our parsonage
« Gas fill will also come out of the Elk Creek General Fund only - Karin will take care of this



e Motion to approve the parish agreement by Bob, 2nd by Anson. Approved. It was suggested that we
relook at this after we have a new Pastor in the position for 6 months to give input on how to best
determine the individual congregation's needs.

e Parish council terms Up - Pam Johnson ( filling in for Lindsey Nelson from Elk Creek

* Reminder that at the February Meeting we will be electing new officers

Upcoming events:
» 12/13 - Appreciation Dinner & Sing-a-long - Elk Creek 6 pm
¢ 12/20 - Christmas Dinner & Concert - Immanuel 6 pm
¢ 12/24 - Christmas Eve Service -k Immanuel 5 pm; Elk Creek 7 pm (Sunday)
¢ 12/25 - Christmas Day Service - Immanuel - 8:30 (Monday)
» 12/31 - Caroling and Lesson Service - Immanuel 8:30 am; Elk Creek 10:30 am
¢ 1/28 - Elk Creek Annual Meeting
e 2/4 - Immanuel Annual Meeting

Next Meeting
¢ 2/20 - Parish Council Meeting at Elk Creek at 6:30 pm

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Motion to adjourn by Bob, second by Anson, we adjourned at 7:10 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Tammy Danenberg
Parish Council Secretary



