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Council Meeting is Tuesday, Sept 6 at 7 p.m. 
 

Annual Church Bazaar 
& Country Store 

*Similar to last year’s event* 
 

 Sunday, September 18 11:30am-2:30pm 
 

BINGO 1-2pm 
Raffle: 1st place – Queen size quilt, 2nd place - $75, 3rd place - $50 

Refreshments Available  
*Bring your donations to the church basement stage as soon as possible. Thank you very much! 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Resumes 

Sunday, September 11th 

Church at 8:30 

Sunday School from 9:45-10:45 

Potluck lunch to follow! Please bring a dish to pass. 

We look forward to seeing everyone. 

 

Confirmation Classes Resume 

Wednesday, September 14th when the bus gets to church (about 4 pm) 

 

THE 
NEWSLETTER 

 

 



Oil for Your Lamp 

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the 

bridegroom. 
2
Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 

3
When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil 

with them; 
4
but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 

5
As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became 

drowsy and slept. 
6
But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet 

him.’ 
7
Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 

8
The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some 

of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 
9
But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; 

you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 
10

And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom 

came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 
11

Later the 

other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 
12

But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know 

you.’ 
13

Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. (Mt. 25:1-13)  

     As summertime comes to an end and another school year begins, congregations across 

our country plan for activities to grow in faith and service. The summer-time vacations 

trips, various camping opportunities, fishing at area lakes, county fairs with 4-H 

competitions, picnics, ballgames, tractor pulls, and freezing or canning garden vegetables 

are fading away. Now, activities begin to center around going back to school and church 

with regular routines and activities that families juggle time to fit them all in.  I’ve been 

thinking about Sunday School, Confirmation Classes, Youth activities, Bible Studies, and 

Worship on Sunday mornings. What is the purpose of doing these activities as a 

community of faith? Indeed, there are many reasons or purposes for a community of faith 

to do the many church related activities it does.  

     There is ONE purpose I would like all members of Immanuel-Elk Creek Lutheran United 

Parish to consider as we move into the routines of the new school year, soon to begin. 

Consider the Oil for Your Lamp. The oil that keeps us awake and attentive for the day and 

hour when the bridegroom, Jesus Christ, will come again and welcome us into the kingdom 

of heaven. Is there the oil of God’s Word and sacrament, filling your flask for your lamp as 

you wait for the coming of Jesus Christ on that day and hour? Or, are you in danger of 

running out because of neglecting the opportunities to fill your flask at Sunday School, 

Confirmation Classes, Youth activities, Bible Studies, and Worship on Sunday mornings?  

     If this feels like a warning; IT IS!  I can’t make you do these faith community activities, 

but I will warn you because God’s Word—Jesus Christ, warns you in this parable, to be 

ready for that day and hour when He will come and welcome you into the eternal wedding 

banquet. Therefore, you are INVITED to come with your family and friends and fill your 

flasks/souls with Oil for Your Lamp.  

                                                                                               Pastor Ahles 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lines from LaVerne…Start your day out right spending time with God. God will fill you with “living water”. 

Check out John 7:18.  Perhaps, you can be a source of encouragement for others all day long. The Bible says 

God‘s mercy and his kindness is new every morning. His mercy is new, fresh, flowing and powerful every new 

day. Learn to float on the power of God‘s presence. There is no bad day when God‘s word supports, strengthens 

and directs us. Trust God’s power. Be determined to walk in the spirit and let God lead you. More than likely 

we woke up with the same problems we had yesterday, but with the proper rest and sleep we think we can 

handle these problems, because God Says he will renew our strength when we rest in him. Every morning look 

at yourself in the mirror, smile and tell yourself that you were going to have a good day because Jesus loves 

you. Before you get out of bed, take time to listen to Him. He is eager to reveal 

today’s plan to you. Maybe you listen to Christian music or worship him by 

singing and reading his word is always good. Seek the Lord, be consistent every 

day. Remember God first every day. Be hungry for his presence. If we are too 

busy to spend time with God then we are just too busy and we are asking for 

trouble. 

Our happiness is the result of a good relationship with our heavenly father. Walk 

with him, talk to him, seek him with our whole heart. Jesus said “if you abide in 

my word, hold fast to my teaching and live in accordance with them, you are truly 

my disciples.” John 8:31 

Jesus will actually dwell, settle down, abide and make his permanent home in 

your heart! His presence will cause you to be rooted deep in love, so that you may 

experience his love and be filled through all your being with the fullness of God. 

Ephesians 3:17-19 

The Bible doesn’t say “hope so”, “it could be”, or “it may be”; it says that you WILL BE renewed.  

Learn to seek God’s face and not his hand all the time. Keep your hands open to receive from him. God is good 

and you can trust what he speaks to your heart to do. Jesus died to give us all a chance. Not everyone takes 

advantage of his provisions, but we all have equal opportunity. If you don’t understand the first time God 

speaks to you, he will give you another chance. He will continue to teach you and show you which way to go. 

You can’t afford not to spend time with God. Don’t forget all the blessings he has given you. God has given us 

his spirit to fill us with faith through prayer and the time we spend in his presence. Repent and start believing. 

Don’t forget your faith ever and you will have peace. Don’t miss out.  

PS love God and love others. Love is the answer. 

Your Lay Minister, LaVerne 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Choir resumes Wednesday, September 14 
at 7 pm in the church basement. 
All are welcome! Come join us. 



We welcome everyone 
to coffee hour 

Wednesdays at 10 am 
in the church 

basement.  Join us for 
coffee and chats! 

Have you been looking for a way to contribute to 

our Mission Projects? 

September we will be collecting  

School Care Kit items: 
 Pens (no gel pens) 
 Crayons (16-24 count) 
 Blunt scissors 
 Pencil sharpener 

 Notebooks (70 pages) 
 Block erasers  
 Rulers (inches and centimeters) 
 Unsharpened pencils with erasers 

 

 
 

Recommended Reading:  

Secrets of Wayfarers Inn 

Series 

Follow along as LuAnn, Tessa, and Janice – 3 life-long 

friends – purchase an inn in Marietta, Ohio built in 1851 

and turn it into a café and bed and breakfast. As they 

work to remodel the neglected but elegant structure, the 

trio comes across hidden passages filled with secrets 

and surprises setting them on a course to solving 

mysteries from both the past and the present. 

If you are looking for a quick, easy-read with a bit of mystery, and some history, check this series out! This 
series is available in the narthex of the church. They are numbered on the inside cover, but do not need to be 
read in order, necessarily. Thank you to Stephanie Rumstick for sharing these great reads with us!  

 

 

 

 

 

 



The meeting was called to order by President Ryan Johnson @ 7:05 PM. Members 

present were: Jan Berg, Stephanie Rumstick, Brian Christopherson, Bruce 

Thompson, Becky Rongstad, Pastor Valerian Ahles, Ryan Johnson, Rhonda Koval 

and guest Jessica Berg. 
 
Devotions and Prayer - by Pastor Ahles. 
Minutes of the last meeting - prior approval via email from Lori Nelson. 
 
New Business - A. Jessica Berg gave a presentation and review on our Thrivent 

accounts for the past year. Our Moderate Conservative account is very 

diversified while our S&P 500 stock is more aggressive. Because the church is 

doing well financially at this time, it was decided that no changes will be made at this time. 

Jessica is willing to come back any time to discuss/review our options with Thrivent. 
 
Financial Report - General Checking Account - $44,514.07 
                   General 2050 Savings Account - $38,893.72 
                   Building Fund - $4,343.48 
                   Memorial Fund - $4,140.09 
 
Four (4) books of checks cost $86.14 with $17 of that shipping costs. 
Joint Parish Report - No bill from Strum on the meat from the picnic day. 
 
Becky had done some research on a bill that we paid last month as she got another bill this month. 

Apparently the bill of $288 that we have paid for over the last two (2) years, that we thought was 

for our computer domain network program(s), turned out to be a scam. This was a learning lesson for 

all of us! Bruce made a motion to approve the Financial Report, Brian seconded; motion passed. 
 
Pastoral Report - Pastor conducted 3 worship services, 6 Home Holy Communions, and 2 General 

visits, Pastor led a worship service at the Gundersen TriCounty Care Center, attended a Conference 

Text study via Zoom, and attended the Trempealeau County Fair for 2 days to see our youth in 

action! Pastor tested positive for covid and was quarantined from July 19th-24th(6 sick days were 

used). One Personal day was used on July 29th to attend funerals for 3 members of a family killed 

at a state park in Iowa. 
LaYona, her husband & Macie Manka have their membership to Osseo Lutheran. Gavin currently remains 

a member here. 
 
WELCA Report - Ladies will have a meeting August 7th. Church in the barn will be held at the Ryan & 

Crystal Johnson farm on August 14th at 10:30 AM. Group 1 is to serve. 
Tammy Dannenberg will have Bible study at her cottage August 20th at Lake Wissota. 
Meet and leave from the church at noon for those who wish to carpool. Items for School Kits are 

being collected. Items needed are: notebooks, erasers, rulers and scissors. 
 
Old Business: 
    A. Curtition Report Bruce picked it up. We owe him $92 for gas. Bruce, Brian, Danny, Allan, & 

Tom assisted with taking the old one down and putting the new one up. Old curtition was taken to 

the P-ville dump at no charge. Allan has spent a couple of days painting and working to get the 

room done by Sunday. 
    B. Seal coating bids for parking lot & Parsonage driveway - Bruce contacted 6 businesses and 5 

replied with bids. It was decided to go with the bid of $1750 presented by Jay Colburn of 

Whitehall. Bruce checked out the Pigeon church parking lot that he did 3 years ago. Will be oil 

base with 1 year warranty. Brian made a motion to approve having this work done ASAP. Second by 

Rhonda; motion passed. 
    C. Summer fill contract - Tomorrow is the deadline for parsonage & Church contract. The 3 year 

usage average  for the Parsonage is 877 gallons up to 1085 gallons, The church is 1556 gallons up 

to 1700 gallons. Price is $1.99/gallon. We will get the maximum in each place that we can. Becky 

made a motion to approve, Bruce seconded; motion passed. 
*****Reminded to check our tanks mid March. ***** 
    D. New Gas Stove Repair - Orifices not changed yet. Bill has not been paid. Revisit next month. 
    E. Other items - nothing 
 
New Business: 
    A. Thrivent Accounts - see earlier notes. 
    B. Sunday School Rally Day - Will be held Sunday September 11th. Jessica & Kevin Berg will also 

have their baby baptized this day. 
    C. Monthly bills - Bruce reimbursed for gas, Crystal for stamps and Mary Jo for her Sunday 

Church Service coverage while the Pastor was sick. 
Ellie McMahon will conduct services with communion at both churches. Our cost with mileage is about 

$108. $69 for Fire Extinguish Inspection. Brian made a motion to approve, Rhonda seconded; motion 

passed. 



Joint Parish Council 

at Elk Creek  

on Tuesday, 

September 20  

at 6:30 pm 

    D. Other items - Air conditioner - A gentleman from Eleva looked 

at it. It needs Freon, but the kind of air conditioner uses was 

discontinued 5 years ago. We aren't sure if he looked for a leak. It 

would cost $5200 for new compressor, coil and to remove the old one. 
Bruce volunteered to look around and get other quotes. (Sampson in 

Hixton, Kolve in Eleva-Strum, Berg in Eau Claire). Bruce will also 

check to see if there is any possibility of getting Freon for the 

current one. 
Current lawn mower has a wider deck so the door on the shed made 

wider. 
There will be a joint council meeting on September 20th. We should 

have the joint parish agreement for review at our next council meeting. 
 
Next meeting is September 6th @ 7:00 PM 
 
Bruce made a motion to adjourn, Brian seconded; motion passed. Closed with the Lord's Prayer 8:58 

PM 
 
Respectfully submitted by Rhonda Koval fill in Secretary 
 

 

The ladies meeting was not held in August due to 
conflicts with VBS and Church in the barn.  The Officers 
did meet to discuss cutting down on the number of school 
supplies kits sent to missions, and to give more school 
supplies locally.  It was also brought up that donations to 
the schools may be needed  to assist with lunch 

accounts.  This will be looked into.  Next event is Sunday School Rally Day and food Pantry with 
potluck after service - group 2 (Stephanie) works.  The Callers have asked that when called, you 
respond  either way ( yes or no if you are not able at this time) when you are contacted  and a 
message is left.  This would really help them. Please reach out to your group caller or an officer if you 
have questions or concerns about being called.  Many hands make light work! 
 

 
 

A Teacher's Prayer 

 

Father, please fill me with your understanding as I instruct 

others, Help me to see the individual potential of every 

student I teach. Father, please fill me with your patience 

as I teach others, Help me to keep giving of my time and 

energy, especially to those who struggle the most.  

Father, please give me your divine wisdom as I am with 

my class, Show me when I must discipline and when I can 

show mercy. Father, help me to depend totally on You, 

For You are the source of my strength, courage and 

peace.  

Father, above all, may I love and care for each student I 

teach.  

Show me how to serve as Christ serves  

Give as Christ gives  

Love as Christ loves. 

 I ask all this in the precious name of Jesus, My Saviour 

and friend. Amen.  

 

(A modern teachers prayer from www.lords-prayer-words.com) 

 

 

Prayer for Our Students 

Lord, we pray for the protection of our children. We ask 

that you would guard their hearts and their minds in 

Christ Jesus. That you would wrap them up in Your love, 

And deliver them from all evil.  

Lord, we pray that you would give our children great 

enthusiasm for their studies. May you inspire them each 

and every day. May each seminar and class bring fresh 

inspiration to their work. May each moment be filled with 

the energy they need for their tasks.  

Lord, we pray that our children would know the hope to 

which they are called. That their lives would be 

transformed by revelation from Heaven. That You would 

inspire their direction And gently lead them into their 

destiny.  

Lord, we especially pray for our children at college. May 

they come to know Your goodness and love, To walk in 

Your freedom and grace All the days of their life.  Amen.  

 
(a modern prayer for college students from www.lords-prayer-words.com) 

 

 


