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On Saturday, September 9, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., we will be having a fall clean-up day.  

We will be scraping and painting the railings and steps at the rear entrance and will be doing some cleaning and 

yard work. Lunch will be served. We have received Thrivent action team dollars for this event. Thousands of 

Thrivent members and parishioners will be participating in volunteer event on this day as a way of 

demonstrating the power of generosity. If you can spare an hour or two, please sign up on the sheet in the 

Narthex. This will help us to know how much food to prepare. Thanks for all that you do! 

Special Congregational 

Meeting 

September 10
th

 

To vote on new pastor! 
 

 

THE 
NEWSLETTER 

 
A new Sunday School year starts September 10, our 

traditional Rally Sunday! Sunday School will run 

from 9:15-10:15 and there will be full class on 

September 10. After church there will be a taco bar 

provided. Bring a dish to share to celebrate the start 

of a new year of learning and growing!  

Sunday School dates to put on your calendar: 

 September 24-Congregation Fall Gathering 

(kickball, fellowship, fun!) 11:30-2 pm 

 October 8 – Children sing in church/food 

pantry collection 

 November 12 – Noisy Offering (to benefit 

Sunday School programs) 

 November 26 – No Sunday School 

(Thanksgiving break) 

 December 3 – Sledding Party/Christmas 

Program Crafts at Kellen & Lindsey 

Nelson’s 12-3 pm) 

 December 17 – Christmas Program  

 

 

 

Awesome Job Thrivent Members! 

Thank you to all Thrivent members who have 

directed choice dollars to Elk Creek in 2017! As of 

August 11, our church has received $1,541. Great 

job! Thank you, too, to those of you who have 

applied for Action Team events during 2017! As of 

August 24, members of Elk Creek have applied and 

been approved for 20 events and have received 

$5,000 in seed money. Our little church is making a 

BIG difference!           -Barb Howard 

 

Blessings of Backpacks on September 10 – As our 

students start another year in school, we ask a 

blessing on their backpacks and especially on the 

children who will carry them. A special invitation is 

extended to our students and their families for this 

Blessing of the Backpacks during the service of 

worship. 

 

Confirmation Starts September 6 – Pastor 

Bolstad will be offering Confirmation classes 

starting Wednesday, September 6 at 5:15 pm. The 

Small Catechism by Martin Luther. 

 

 



Choir practice will resume 

Wednesday, September 20th at 7:15 pm 

in the church basement.  We hope you will 

consider joining our group!

 

 

From the Pastor 

During this period of transition, I offer the following devotion from the Call Process Booklet of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin. 

II. In Calling a Pastor, We Consider Our Own Calling, Part 2 

God’s gracious giving extends to the church too. God has not been content to let the church fend for itself since Pentecost. On the 

contrary, the Holy Spirit still enlivens the community of faith. As Bishop, April Ulring Larson has said, “What God is interested in is 

empowering the body of Christ.” God has raised up leaders, gifted ministers and pastors for the church in all times and places. When 

the church has prayed, “Save and defend your whole Church, purchased with the precious blood of Christ. Give it pastors and 

ministers filled with your Spirit, and strengthen it through the  

Word and the holy sacraments,” God has answered. 

Listen to this wonderful scripture: 2 Peter 1:3–11. Would any of us, either as individual believers or as members together of a 

congregation, have any reason to question the truth of those verses? In fact, how have the promises offered there been answered and 

proved true in your experiences of the life of faith? In the life of our congregation? 

We overhear the prayer that scripture offers up for us in Ephesians 3:14–21. The One who has called us is also at work in us doing far 

more than we can ask or imagine. That’s an amazing thought! 

As we join in singing or saying ELW 858 (LBW 543), Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, focus on verse two and ask, What does that 

verse mean, promise, and say to us about God’s watch over us? Can we claim this hymn’s great promise even in calling a new pastor? 

Luther’s Small Catechism offers his explanation of the third and fourth petitions of the Lord’s Prayer saying: “God’s will is done 

when he strengthens our faith and keeps us firm in his Word as long as we live.” And, “Daily bread includes everything needed for 

this life, such as food and clothing, home and property, work and income, a devoted family, and orderly community, good 

government, favorable weather, peace and health, a good name, and true friends and neighbors.” 

We daily trust God’s good gifts for our faith and life. Such confidence also belongs to the faith and life of the whole church. 

Gracious giving God, give us your help again, just as you have always done. Remind us of your care. Let there be gratitude in our 

congregation, for all that is needful has been sent and ordained for us already. As we work to call a new pastor to our 

congregation may we be strengthened for this task with the thought that your providing reaches to every need of your church. 

This Call Committee and community of believers are your church too. Amen. 

Call Process Booklet EDITED - Northwest Synod of Wisconsin  

 http://www.nwswi.org/webfiles/fnitools/documents/call_process_rev11.17.09smaller.pdf Page 87 
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/53432941/call-process-booklet  
 

Synod staff to offer Effective Practices in Church Councils (EPIC)  
training for Congregation Council members on Saturday, October 14 
First time council members and those returning will learn how to run an effective meeting, create and stick to an 
agenda, implement a plan that insures that something actually gets done, deal with conflict-bullies, and most 
importantly vision for the future. There will also be specific interest sessions for presidents and treasurers. The event will 
be held at Luther Park Bible Camp near Chetek and feature a variety of workshops, speakers, and practical best 
practices. Saturday, October 14 @ 9am-3pm. Let Pastor Bolstad know if interested in order to make for a group 
registration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith in Daily Life on September 3 of Labor 

Day Weekend -  Labor Day weekend provides 

an opportunity to reflect on faith in daily life. In 

Baptism, God calls us as “fellow workers in the 

kingdom of God.” Worship will be a time to 

explore the ways in which we employ our faith 

in daily life. 
 

http://www.nwswi.org/webfiles/fnitools/documents/call_process_rev11.17.09smaller.pdf
http://www.nwswi.org/webfiles/fnitools/documents/call_process_rev11.17.09smaller.pdf
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/53432941/call-process-booklet


August 14, 2017 Congregational Council Meeting 
Meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by President Steve Ebert. Members present were Steve Ebert, Jim Odness, Bruce 

Thompson, Pastor Lowell Bolstad, Stephanie Rumstick, Keith Nelson, Linda Odness, Brandi Berg and Ryan Johnson 

Pastor Lowell led us in devotion with reading from the Gospel Kyrie, which teaches about asking for mercy. 

Treasurer's Report provided by Brandi Berg and presented by Steve Ebert 

 Checking Account - $8,985.08  Building Fund Checking - $7663.04 

 2020 General Fund - $30,236.85  Building Fund CD 2 - $13,526.99 

 Church Savings- $5,712.65   Memorial Fund - $3,028.34 

Motion to approve the treasurer’s report was made by Linda; 2
nd

 Jim; motion approved.  

Secretary's report for June’s Congregational Meeting was read by Linda Odness; motion made by Stephanie; 2
nd

 Bruce; 

motion approved.  

Pastor’s Report 

 

 Pastor Lowell shared that he enjoys the Lord’s Prayer being sung and the communion at the rail. 

 He also shared that the quilters got together recently because they just missed each other. 

 Pastor also felt that the softball game and meal was a good event showing that we are looking at being a parish 

not only in our call for a pastor but with community. 

 Church in the Barn was a great event and thanked the Johnson family for hosting, enjoyed seeing the country side 

while on the wagon ride and the fellowship. 

 Pastor feels that the secretary, organist and custodian are all working well with him. 

 He also suggested we do a meet and greet with the new pastor for welcoming and a smoother transition. 

 Pastor has attempted to reach out to home bound via phone, however with the increased incidence of soliciting 

phone calls some are not answering as they do not recognize his number. It was suggested that he might call from 

the church phone as that would be more familiar to members. 

 Constitution updates were present and a few changes were made and Pastor Bolstad accepted these and will file 

our constitution with the synod.  

 Confirmation class will begin on September 6, at 5:15 for any students interested. Those identified as likely were 

Aiden, Vince and Taylor. 

WELCA  

 Ladies looking at floor samples for the kitchen hoping for something a little darker that wouldn’t show dirt so 

much. 

 Rocky from Osseo Plastics did check out the floor by the dishwasher, not sure of the outcome. 

 Shingle on the church were brought to council’s attention. 

 Ladies will be working on mission kits over the next few weeks to month times to be announced. 

Parish Secretary Update 

 Brandi shared from Crystal that Congregational software-record book has been loaded onto the lap top and is 

working well. 

 She has also spent some time organizing the church library in the council meeting room. 

 All is going well 

Old Business 

1. Ouim contacted Steve regarding our plan for the parking lot and he shared that we would be waiting until the 

earliest spring of 2018 to make any decisions and is likely will need a new bid. 

2. There was some discussion among members about why the need to remove some of the larger pine trees. It was 

decided that any questions could be answered during upcoming congregational meeting to approve the pastor as 

no action will be taken on the trees until a later date. Plan to bring up possible fund raiser for black topping 

project. 

3. Jim will visit Osseo Plastic and speak to Rocky regarding the dishwasher room flooring. 

4. Steve informed council that if we wanted to know about the information from the Assessor would need to attend 

town meeting. 

New Business  
1. Call committee update from Keith regarding pastor and the committee is recommending going forward with 

extending a call to a candidate as it seems to be a good fit. After further review of the Joint Parish Agreement it 

was determined that the Parish Council needs to approve the move to call the candidate.  

2. Steve will contact the other members to set up a meeting as soon as possible to move forward with the call. It is 

hopeful that this can be soon. 



3. Discussion about the video camera and use for recording funeral services for families. Plan is to purchase some 

extra memory cards for the camera to be available for purchase by families to record the service. Also will notify 

funeral directors that we have ability to record service, but families will need to provide a card.  

Motion to adjourn made by Ryan 2
nd 

by Jim; Motion approved. Meeting adjourned at 9:10. We closed with the Lord’s 

Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted by Linda Odness, Recording Secretary. 

 

August 6, 2017 Meeting of Elk Creek WELCA  

Meeting was called to order at 9:10 am by President Jan 

Berg, and opened with Creed.   Secretary’s report was 

not available.  Treasurer’s report was read and placed 

on file 

$34.08 Income                                           

 361.97 Expenses                                                                                                                           

$11,347.14 Balance                                                                                                                                                              

$4,423.41 Max Savings                                                                                                                                                 

$10,217.25 Seminary 

Old Business 

Discussion on Website, some do not want their name 

and phone number on website.  That is fine they do not 

need to be put on the website.                                                                                                                       

 Crystal will be putting information about Church in the 

Barn on Facebook.  Group 2 will work church in the barn 

event, and be called to bring a salad or bars.  When you 

are called and asked to provide food for an event, 

please get back to the caller so they know if you are 

able to bring to ensure there is enough food for the 

event. 

Two samples of flooring were available to look at from 

Halama.   Floor by the dishwasher will need to be 

painted with sand in the paint, what was on the floor 

has worn off. 

New Business 

 

There was a question on what the motion for Ruby’s 

pantry was.  A donation will be sent in the amount of 

$62.05.   

Thank You’s from the following were read:  

Evelyn Iverson and Family, a donation was given to buy 

music for the choir, or organist.                                                                                                                                                              

Whitehall food pantry.                                                                                                                                             

Heath Johnson for going to camp 

Two quilts were sent to Luther Park (1 baby and 1 

regular) for their auction on August 6th.         

A bid was received from Russell’s of Neillsville for 

flooring. 

Salad Lunch to be held at Our Savior’s in Whitehall on 

September 21st.  Sheet is on the bulletin board in 

church. 

Newsletter form Dove Healthcare was available to read. 

Brandi Berg will do Thrivent for Rally day on September 

10th.  Group 2 will serve the meal.  Barb Howard will 

start Thrivent in June for coffee hour. 

Thank you to Genell Johnson for the donation of a 36 

cup coffee pot to the church. 

Offering collected, and meeting closed with Lord’s 

Prayer at 10.10 am. 

Sheryl Ellwood for Barb Fischer

 

 



The Recreation Department at Dove Healthcare in Osseo is always looking for clean knick-
knacks, jewelry, birthday cards, and clothing in good shape. If you have items that you are 
interested in donating, contact Thea at Dove.  Thank you! 

 

Lines from LaVerne… 

What is the use of running when we are on the wrong road? What a tangled web we weave when we 

first deceive. Why would anyone have the idea that they can get along just fine and dandy with no 

help from our Lord, our Heavenly Father? Why? The Lord is our sh epherd. Our help is from your 

Heavenly Father for He is full of love, grace and mercy. He looks with pity on His sheep that stray, 

still he calls them to His fold. You are dear and precious to Him. So precious He gave His only Son for 

us, so that we may have eternal life with Him. Will heaven be your home someday? Does your life 

seem empty at times? Just remember to get to know the Lord, your heavenly Father. Read His word 

and get to know Him better. Have a relationship with Him and learn to have faith and trust in Him. 

You must have some relationship with someone in order to trust them. Walk with God, talk to God, 

pray to God, have faith in God. Put your hand in the hand of the Lord. Ask for strength and courage 

for each day. Dear Lord, I need Thee, each and every minute of the day and I know you walk beside 

me on my homeward journey to heaven. Worship is vital for a healthy spiritual life. This has been 

known for centuries. I writer of Hebrews says, “Stir up one another to love and good works, not 

neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another. The less you 

open your heart to others, the more the heart suffers. Please don’t let yesterday use up too much of 

your today. Yesterday is gone, and tomorrow may never be mine, but hopefully I have today. Jesus 

had no hang-ups in telling people that they could expect to suffer in this life, The apostle Paul 

advised, “take your share of suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus “ (2 Timothy 2:3). We need to 

be realistic. When you get discourage reach out to Jesus, He’s reaching to you, faithful and true, 

walking with you all the day through. I can feel His hand in mine and that is all I need to know. 

Persistent faith moves us to overcome every obstacle and come to Jesus and then leave everything 

to Him. That’s real faith. Then our Bible tells us that if we shall swear AGAINST th e Holy Spirit we 

may never be forgiven and are in danger of losing eternal life. Because he who does this has an 

unclean spirit. The Holy Spirit has a fixed attitude which condemns them absolutely. Jesus says: who 

is my brother, my sister, and my mother? Whosoever shall do the will of God, is the same as my 

brother, my sister and my mother. He is creating a new family from those who do the will of God. 

Hopefully, that is all of us.  God’s children are our real family.  

Your Lay Minister,  
 LaVerne 


