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Annual Church Bazaar 
Thank you to everyone that had a part in this fun day. 

Financial Results of the 2022 Bazaar: 
 

Join us 

Sunday, October 2 at 10:30 am 

For a YOUTH-led worship service. 

At the Pleasantville Ballfield 

Potluck and kickball to follow! 

Sunday School: 

We are back in session! 

The fun begins Sundays 

at 9:45.   

We look forward to 

having our children and 

families join us for the 

8:30 worship service, 

also.  

 

THE 
NEWSLETTER 

 

 
 

 

 

Silent Auction $1,936 
Quilt Tickets $744 (sold Sunday) 
   $406 (tickets sold prior to Sunday) 
Donations  $165 
Bake Sale  $84 
BINGO  $21 
White Elephant $47 
Norsk Auction $653 
TOTAL  $4,056 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FOOD PANTRY 
The food pantry collection is 
the 2nd Sunday of the month.  

Please bring your non-
perishable food items to be 
donated to area pantries. 

 

Council Meeting is Tuesday, October 4 at 7 p.m. 
 

We welcome everyone 
to coffee hour 

Wednesdays at 10 am 
in the church 

basement.  Join us for 
coffee and chats! 

Mission of the Month 

SOCKS!! 

We can use all sizes, shapes, colors! 
There will be a box in the Narthex to put your 

donations in.  
 

The Aging & Disability Center is hosting a meal at 

Immanuel Lutheran in Strum every Tuesday, 11:30-12:30. 

Minimum age required is 60. Strum Senior Dining is 

catered by Sweet Temptations. Reservations required one 

day prior to dining. Leave a message at 715-695-3511. 

The suggested Congregate Meal donation is $4. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elk Creek Lutheran Church Council Meeting –  
September 6, 2022  
 
The meeting was called to order by President Ryan Johnson at 
7:08 PM.  Members present were: Pastor Valerian Ahles, Jan 
Berg, Brian Christopherson, Ryan Johnson, Rhonda Koval, Dave 
Lyngen, Lindsey Nelson, Lori Nelson, Stephanie Rumstick, and 
Bruce Thompson; plus guests Jenny Weaver and Roseanne 
Thompson. 
Devotions and Prayer -- Pastor began by reading 1st Timothy 4 : 1-16 where Paul urges the young pastor Timothy to not 
let anything get in the way of his followers. This meant that Timothy needed to set a good example in all things. Pastor 
then led us in prayer.  
Secretary’s Report -- The Secretary’s Report for August 2022 which Rhonda had submitted was presented. Jan made a 
motion to approve the Secretary’s Report; Stephanie seconded; and the motion passed.  
Financial Report -- was presented by Ryan with information provided by Haukeness Financial Service. There was some 
discussion about possibly moving some of the money in the church’s savings and checking account in the future. Rhonda 
made a motion to approve the Financial Report as presented; Lori seconded; motion passed.  
Elk Creek Lutheran Church Account 

 
 General Checking Account -  $44,514.07  
 General [2050 Fund] Savings Account  $38,393.72 

 Building Fund Checking -  $4,343.48 

 Memorial Fund -  $4,140.09 
 

Joint Parish Financial Accounts 
Assets    Elk Creek Immanuel Total 
Beginning Balance -   $4,324.37 $6,486.89 $10,811.26  
Deposits & Interest -  $3,462.90 $5,194.34 $8,657.24  
Payments -   $3,317.51 $4,976.21 $8,293.72  
Liabilities & Equity -  $4,469.76 $6,705.02 $11,174.78  
Ending Balance -  $4,469.76 $6,705.02 $11,174.78  



Thank you Lori Nelson for 

your donation of the Pack 

‘n Play to the “Cry room”.  

Pastor Ahles will be on vacation 
from Sept. 30th - Oct. 11th. Pr. Paul 

Tobiason will cover Pastoral 
emergencies.  

715-985-2215 or 715-308-4069. 

 

Pastor’s Report --  
Pastor conducted 4 worship services and 4 live stream services. He attended 4 Coffee Fellowships while selecting 
Hymns. He provided Holy Communion to 5 parishioners during visits to shut-ins and at area nursing homes. He had 3 
additional visits with shut-ins and 1 visit to a parishioner in the hospital.  Pastor attended 3 Dairyland Conference Pastor’s 
Text Studies on Zoom.  He conducted the funeral service for Conrad Garthus, participated in the Celebration of Life for 
Jeneen Giancomino, and led a service at the Dove Assisted Living and Dove Nursing Home.  He participated in one of the 
four sessions of Vacation Bible School and also attended Luther Park Family Camp from August 7-12.  He also met with 
Jessica and Kevin Berg in preparation for David Berg’s 
baptism.  Upcoming events include:  Sept. 11 - Sunday School Rally 
Day and baptism of David Berg; Sept. 18 - Church Bazaar and baptism 
of Jase Nelson; Sept 24 - Ashley Johnson wedding at the church; 
Sept. 25-27 - Fall Theological Conference for Synod Rostered Leaders 
in Trego; Sept. 29 - Oct. 11 - Pastor on vacation.  Pastor Ahles’ Office 
Hours at Elk Creek are generally from 8:30 - 12:30 on Wednesday 
mornings. Pastor Ahles can be reached at [cell] 533-0939 or 
[parsonage] 694-2427. 
 
WELCA Report -- Jan indicated that the Women’s Group met on Sept. 4 and they are busy preparing for the Bazaar. 
Everyone was urged to bring their items for the Silent Auction and the “Norsk'' Raffles as soon as possible. Items for the 
White Elephant portion should be labeled as such. Bake Sale and Country Store items can be brought in on Sept. 17 or 
18. 
 
Choir, Memorial Committee, Youth Group, Janitor, and Office Staff -- No reports 
 
Sunday School / Vacation Bible School -- Lori indicated that children and adults had participated in 4 sessions of 
Vacation Bible School focused on several parables.  She also noted that materials have been ordered for the use in this 
year’s Sunday School program. The teachers are Bonnie Johnson, Crystal Johnson, Pam Johnson, Jenny Weaver, and 
Jessica Berg – with Bonnie Johnson and Becky Johnson handling the music.  
 
Joint Parish Council Report -- Ryan indicated that the Joint Council will meet on September 20 at Elk Creek. It was 
noted that topics for discussion include the pastor’s salary, the amount of rent for the parsonage, and a possible joint 
church service on October 2 at the Pleasantville Park. 
 
Old Business --  

 Gas Stove – Ryan and Bruce have spoken with Benedict’s and the company has agreed to take the new stove 
back. This is happening because we made a mistake in purchasing the new, commercial stove. The older, non-
commercial stove has automatic igniters; however commercial stoves do not have igniters. This means that the 
7 pilot lights on the new stove need to be constantly lit, which is why we will be replacing that new stove.  Since 
Benedict’s only sells commercial stoves, we are having them take back the new stove and will be looking for a 
replacement.  We will be paying Benedict’s $1,090 because they installed “the plumbing” which will be for the 
replacement gas stove. Bruce recommended having the women research and select a new stove. Following 
discussion, Dave made a motion to have Benedict’s pick up the new gas stove from the kitchen and to put the 
Women’s Group in charge of figuring out which stove to purchase. Bruce seconded the motion and it passed. 
Bruce agreed to contact Benedict’s to finalize these actions.    

 Seal Coating – This has been completed and paid for. 

 Air Conditioner – It was noted that a problem with the air conditioner occurred after the August Council 
Meeting.  Following authorization via email by Council members, 4 bids for replacement of the Air Conditioner 
were received and the bid from Dennis Serum Heating and Cooling of Mondovi was selected.  The new Air 
Conditioner has since been installed. 

 Bazaar – Steve Johnson will pick up and return picnic tables from the Pleasantville Park and other tables from the 
Johnson Barn. The Youth Group, with help from Brian Christopherson and Allen Rongstad, will be serving 
food.  It was noted that it would be helpful if a portable microphone and 
speaker was available at the event. 

 
New Business --   

 Pack and Play – A Pack and Play has been donated in memory of Clara 
Rue by Lori Nelson. It is available for use in the room adjacent to the 
sanctuary. 

 God’s Work / Our Hands – Stephanie indicated that she was organizing a 
God’s Work / Our Hands project at Genell Johnson’s house on September 17. Since Genell is hospitalized, the 
group will be helping by weeding, cleaning up her garden and yard, cleaning the gutters, and sweeping the 



Thank you Allen Rongstad 

for the fresh coat of paint 

in the Council Room.  

garage. Some members of the Youth Group will be helping at Genell’s and then they will join Stephanie at the 
church to make Apple Crisp to be served at the Bazaar. Anyone who is available to help is welcome and should 
be at Genell’s on Saturday morning. 

 Bills – A bill from Allen Rongstad for the paint which he used to paint the Council Room and the back hall was 
presented. Lindsey made a motion to pay this bill; Rhonda seconded; and the motion passed. 

 Donations – Donation requests from Feed My People and the Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee Service were read. No action was taken. 
Brian made a motion that we make a $1,000 donation to Tommy 
Thompson to help offset his hospital bills; Jan seconded; and the 
motion passed. 

 
Next Meeting -- The next Council meeting will be on October 4 at 7 PM. 
Adjournment -- Lindsey made a motion to adjourn; Rhonda seconded; motion passed. The meeting was closed at 8:10 
PM  with the Lord’s  Prayer. 
Respectfully submitted by Lori Nelson, Recording Secretary 
 
Addendum –  
On Saturday, September 10, Ryan contacted the Council members via email to inform us that Sherri Maug had brought 
up the idea of having a painting party this fall/winter in the church basement that is open to anyone that wants to come. 
Attendees will get to choose their project and pay for it. Lori made a motion to allow Sherri Maug to use the church 
basement for a painting party. Stephanie seconded it and the motion passed. 
 

 

 
 
 

An Encouraging Word 

A Short Story 

     Two cowboys were out on a range herding a group of buffalo. One cowboy turned to the 

other and said, “These buffalo are the dirtiest, smelliest, ugliest creatures on the face of the 

earth.”                                                                                        

     Whereupon, one buffalo turned to another and said, “I thought out here we weren’t 

supposed to hear a discouraging word.” 

A Song 

 Oh, give me a home where the buffalo roam                                                                         

 And the deer and the Antelope play.                                                                              

 Where seldom is heard, a discouraging word                                                                

 And the skies are not cloudy all day. 

 Home, Home on the range…etc. 

A Scripture Verse 

 Therefore encourage one another and build up each other,                                           

 as indeed you are doing. (I Thessalonians 5:11) 

A Few Thoughts 



     It is so easy at many times in life, that we point out what is wrong, what is not good, 

and what is broken about other people.  The political ads continually bombard the airwaves 

with negative comments about political opponents. This only drags us all down in the end.  

     This happens in the church as well. I’m not pointing a finger at anyone, but I do know 

that I do this all to often as the Pastor of this Parish. Not so often out loud, but my 

thoughts and thinking will quickly spiral down into the muck of negative thinking and the 

Spirit of Jesus has to pull me out into the light of his love for me, as well as for others 

around me.  

A Concluding Action  

     Therefore, I will watch out for others this month who need an encouraging word, even 

though they may not deserve an encouraging word. I will readily offer that word, and give 

thanks for the opportunity to do it. I invite you to do the same. Encourage, Build Up, Just 

Do It!   

                                                                                                         Pr. Ahles 

 
 

 
 
 

Lines from LaVerne…. The Touch of Faith. 
“And His disciples said unto him, thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, who 

touched me?” 
Jesus our King, our Savior, the Son of God and the Son of Man. His fame has trickled down to the 

streets of forgotten men. There was this lady that had a form of bleeding cancer. She had gone to many 

physicians and was no better. It seems there was no relief for her after 12 years of treatment. This 

woman had heard of the Great Teacher and his wonderful  works. She had heard the lepers talk and 

those who had been blind at birth. Surely, Jesus had the power to help her as well. Because of her faith 

the woman thought if only she could touch him, she would be healed.  

They say he is so kind and gentle, so full of sympathy. He’s coming my way, this is my great chance. 

Soon he will be gone. Why not touch him as he passes? She decides to touch his robe as he passes. She 

must touch the robe, even to be able to touch the hem or border of his robe. I must in order to get some 

of the power Jesus has, she thought. She had to push through the crowd. People kept getting in her way 

not knowing her need. Now she was desperate. Finally she could almost reach him and at last as he 

passed, she was able to reach out her hand and touch his robe with the tip of her finger. With her 

trembling finger, she had touched him with a touch of mighty faith. It was enough. She had actually 

touched the Great Doctor. Like an electric shock there surged back into shrunken veins, the lungs, 

muscles and the bloodless flesh the rich glow of health and vitality. She had been redeemed and given 

life again. She had touched him in secret and was thrilled at the changes that had come to her. But 

Jesus asked who had touched him. He had recognized the magnetic touch of faith. Christ stood still; his 

kind but searching glance fell on the face of the woman who had done it. His gaze held hers; something 



passed between them and she told her story. His eyes gave her confidence and her fear was gone. He 

said “daughter, thy faith has made you whole. Go in peace.” 
In the matter of eternal importance, coming close is not enough. It is like missing a train only by one 

minute. It’s gone and you were left behind. How can we touch him today? All of us need to touch 

Christ for one reason or another. Some need healing of body, mind, or soul. Some need guidance with 

their problems; some need help with their faith to stand up under the tensions of life. Some seek 

forgiveness for themselves or need to forgive others for what they have done or said. Some need help 

with having peace of mind. He who made these promises is here with us now.  

Perhaps I can make some suggestions:  

First, give God a chance. Take your problem to him in prayer. Tell him all about it and hold nothing 

back. Our minds are sometimes shocked when we permit our hearts to spill over, but it is good for our 

souls when we do. If we take a good look at our motives for doing certain things, we might discover 

that we need to forget our pride and soften our heart so God can do something with us and for us.  
Second, Believe that God will hear you. He always does. He cares what happens to every one of us. 

Believe with all your faith. You must believe that. You can’t doubt it when you look at the cross. Then 

when he speaks to you, as he will, obey him. You may not hear his voice. It generally comes through 

your own conscience. It’s a sort of a growing conviction telling the course of action he wants you to 

take. It could be given you in the advice of friends of sound judgment, or by those who love you most. 

Sometimes God speaks through our circumstances and guides us, closing doors as well as opening 

them. He will let you know what you must do and what you must be. He is waiting for you to touch 

him. The hand of faith is enough. Your trembling fingers can reach for him as he passes. Reach out 

your faith and touch him. He will not ask “who touched me?” He will know. How about that wonderful 

song, He Touched Me. Never forget your faith, and never doubt your faith. Expect God’s help. 
 

 

Your Lay Minister, LaVerne 

P.S. Expect a good day, every day. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 

Immanuel/Elk Creek Parish Council Meeting, September 20, 2022, 6:32 pm, at Elk Creek 

Members present: Henry Filla, Ryan Johnson, Tom Wagener, Pastor Ahles, Tammy Danenberg, Kris Husby, 

Camille Skoug, and Lindsey Nelson. 

Devotions: 1st Timothy - We need to keep God’s Kingdom first in our lives and live in this world as Jesus did 

so God can live through us. 

Minutes of June preapproved via previous email. 



Pastor’s report:  Pastor has used two weeks of vacation, 6 sick leave days and 1 week of continuing education. 

VBS was held over the summer in both congregations. Elk Creek’s Church in the Barn was held on August 

14.  Rally day for both Sunday schools was held on September 11th with classes  resuming on September 18.  

Old business: 

 Joint account financial report - Parish Checking Account - Ending Balance - $11,516.35 
 Elk Creek ending Balance - $4,606.36 

 Immanuel ending Balance -$6,909.99 

 Motion to approve the financial report by Kris, second by Lindsey; Approved 

New business: 

 Ryan will find a Pastor for Immanueal on October 2nd and for both congregations on October 9th. 

 Parish Agreement for 2023 -  Discussed raising ILC contribution for parsonage by $100 a month per 

request by Elk Creek. It was pointed out how much everything has increased in price and the need to be 

prepared should a major expense arise. Each individual council should discuss this before our November 

meeting. 
 2023 budget - Wondering if $5,800 is enough for utilities for next year? Mileage has increased to 62.5 

cents a mile as of July 1st but we were unaware of this so we will need to go back and examine July - 

September. Currently it appears we are okay on this. Councils should examine this as well for the next 

budget, A recommendation was made to increase utilities to $6,000. We ask that councils discuss this, 
Announcements: 

 Worship / Event Updates 
 Every Tuesday at Immanuel Senior Meals will be offered at 11:30 for Seniors 60 years old and 

up. Reservations should be called in to 715-695-3511 by noon on Monday the day before. A $4 

donation is requested per meal. 

 Pastor will be taking vacation from September 30 - October 11th. 

 October 2nd - Elk Creek - PotLuck Picnic and service at Pleasantville BallPark at 10;30; Led by 

youth group. Immanuel is invited to attend but Elk Creek will find a Pastor for them for that 

Sunday as well. 

 October 22nd - Immanuel - Trunk & Treat held at the Rod and Gun  

 October 29th / 30th - Immanuel - 150th Anniversary Celebration at 

10. Gate City Jazz will be assisting with the service. 

 October 30th - Elk Creek - Trunk & Treat at 10:45 after Sunday 

School 

 November 5 - Elk Creek - Crafting for a Cure to benefit Alzheimer’s 

Research;    9 - 4 

 November 23 - Elk Creek - Community Thanksgiving service, 7 pm 

with dessert to follow. Immanuel and Eleva Lutheran are invited to 

attend and perform choir numbers as well as a group choir sing. 

 November 24 - Immanuel - Thanksgiving Dinner from 11 - 2 

 December 14 - Elk Creek - Christmas sing-a-long and appreciation 

Dinner - 6 pm 

 December 21 - Immanuel - Christmas Concert 

 January 1, 2023 - Both churches will be holding Caroling services for their Sunday Service 

Set next meeting date: Tuesday, November 15, 2022, at Immanuel Lutheran at 6:30 pm. 

Motion to adjourn by Lindsey, second by Camille, approved. Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm. 

Adjourn-Lord’s prayer 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tammy Danenberg 

Parish Council Secretary 



 

The September Women’s Group meeting was called to order at 9:45 AM on September 4 by President 
Jan Berg. The Secretary’s Report and the Treasurer’s Report were skipped as the officers were absent. Jan 
noted that although there was no official report, Becky had indicated that we do have money which we can 
donate. 
Jan indicated that we had just donated 9 quilts to the Hospice program at the Black River Falls Hospital and 9 
quilts to the U.W.E.C.’s post-foster care project for students who aged out of the foster care program. We also 
plan to donate to Sleep In Heavenly Peace now that they are back building. 
Some school supplies have been prepared as mission kits; however most will go to local school in January (at 
mid-school year). A donation was made to Whitehall at this time. Since Osseo-Fairchild and Eleva-Strum 
provide supplies to students at the start of the year, no donation was made at this time.  

Quilts and mission kits will be blessed during the church service on September 25. 
An invitation was issued from Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Whitehall to “an Old Fashioned Ladies 

Aid” at noon On September 22nd. An invitation was also received for the Harvest of Hope Supper Banquet at 
Florian Gardens on September 27 at 6:30 PM. This is being sponsored by Hope Gospel Mission. 

Stephanie indicated that she had been having problems getting people to volunteer to serve Coffee 
after church on Sundays and to serve at some funerals. She asked for help.  It was noted that the September 
11 Rally Day potluck meal will be served at 9:30 AM following a brief meeting of the Sunday School. 

The Bazaar will be held on September 18 from 11:30 - 2:30 in the parking lot on the west and south 
sides of the church. The Youth Group will be serving food which will be partially paid for through a Thrivent 
Grant which Brian Christopherson received. Jan will check with Jessica about where the food will be served. 
Probably this will be “Free Will Donation.” It was noted that posters have been made and are hopefully being 
posted throughout the area. Tickets for the quilt can also be picked up and sold. Picnic tables will be borrowed 
from the Pleasantville Lion and additional tables will come from the Johnson Barn. Steve Johnson will pick up 
and return the tables. Jan will get the buckets from the Hale Fire Department. The clipboards, rolls of “Norsk” 
rickets, and pen are here. A coffeepot and cups will be available for everyone. Jan will check with Lindsey 
Nelson about signs for the parking lot.  Items to be sold in the Silent Auction or the “Norsk Raffles” should be 
placed on the stage. A quilt and a dog bed created by the Sew-and-Sews will be a part of the Silent Auction. 
Items for the White Elephant should be placed on one of the tables and need to be clearly marked as for the 
White Elephant.  Tammy Danenberg will handle Bingo in the basement from 1 to 2 PM. Prizes are 
needed.  Baked goods and Country Store items would be brought to the church between Friday and Sunday 
morning. Jennifer Hammer and Lori Nelson will take care of pricing the items. It was noted that there will not be 
coffee after church that morning and that helpers will be needed to get everything into place for the start of the 
Bazaar, and to take down everything afterwards. 

Pam Johnson made a motion to adjourn at 10:30; Barb Nelson seconded; and the motion passed.  
Submitted by Lori Nelson acting secretary for September meeting) 

 

 

 Trunk & Treat 
Sunday, October 30 after Sunday School (about 10:45) 

 
Adults: decorate your trunk in the church parking lot and 

provide treats for the kids. 
 

Kids: wear your costumes and bring a bag for treats. 


