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Sunday School: 

We are back in session! 

The fun begins at 9:15.   

We look forward to having our children and families 

join us for the 10:30 worship service, also.  

Annual Church Bazaar 
*Similar to last year’s event* 

 Sunday, October 3 12pm-3pm 
11:45 am : Country Store opens 

Silent auction AND Chinese auction  
Raffle: 1st place – Queen size quilt  

2nd place - $75 
3rd place - $50 

*If you have anything you would like to donate please notify the ladies. 

The Youth Group will be serving hot dog and brat dinners, also!  
 

FOOD PANTRY 
The food pantry collection is the 2nd 

Sunday of the month.  
Please bring your non-perishable food 
items to be donated to area pantries. 

 

Mission of the Month 

SOCKS!! 

We can use all sizes, shapes, colors! 
There will be a box in the Narthex to put 

your donations in.  
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We have had several generous donations given to our 

church in the last month. Our little country church on 

the hill is prospering during these times because of 

the generosity and support of our faithful members.  

Many thanks to each of you for your monetary 

donations as well as your gifts of time and talent.  

 

 

Elk Creek Women of the ELCA Meeting 9-12-2021 

Meeting called to order by Jan Berg at 9:10am.   No Secretary Report available.  Treasurer Report:for August;   beginning 
Balance for $3,295.46,   Income $1464.80,  Expenses $925.00, Ending August Balance $3,735.26.  Savings balance 
$1,456.18.   Report was accepted and placed on file. 

No Old Business 

New Business:   

Bazaar (October 3, 2021   11:45-3:15)    Please bring items to the church as soon as possible. 

 Deb Ebert will put ads 2 weeks before the event in the Ad-delite, Jan will also have posted on the digital 
sign at the Whitehall Bank (John O Melby).    Nicole will create a facebook event to be shared.   

 Food—youth will work.  Hot dogs, Brats, beans, chips.  Crystal and Pam will head up food.  Matt and 
Jenny Weaver will work with kids 

 Stephanie working with Ashley Furniture for item for auction 
 Jan will ask Matt Franson about ice cream pails, Bonnie will work on getting tables to the parking 

lot.  Picnic Tables from Pleasantville (not sure who is going to get these) 
 Tammy will run Bingo game 
 Bring Corn Hole and Kube games for activities to do.   

 Remember to sell tickets for the quilt raffle.  

Donations were made to Ft. McCoy for the Afghanistan refugees:  33 quilts and $95 worth of diapers. 

Thank you notes received were read and will be pinned on bulletin board for all to read.   Events coming up were 
mentioned, and will also be posted on bulletin board in the basement for all. 

Remember to sell tickets for the quilt raffle.  

Meeting closed. 

Minutes by Lynn Nelson for Barb Fischer 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Gate City Jazz will be assisting with worship at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Strum on Sunday, 
October 17 during the 8:30 am service.  
Everyone is welcome to attend.  

Council Meeting is Tuesday, October 5 at 7 p.m. 
 



Elk Creek Church Ministry Survey 
 
The Church 
The congregation was asked to rank each of the following items regarding the Pastor as:   
1 - Strongly Agree, 2 - Agree, 3 - Indifferent, 4 - Disagree, and 5 - Strongly Agree. The average score for each is indicated 
before the item.  
3.64  --  Inspires a sense of community. 
2.15  --  Communicates a clear understanding of Lutheran heritage and theology. 
1.92  --  Is innovative -- envisions and implements new ideas. 
3.61  --  Recruits and equips leaders. 
3.09  --  Shares leadership, works mutually with staff, leaders, and volunteers. 
2.15  --  Makes self-care, family life, and spiritual discipline a priority. 
3.41  --  Creatively relates to children and youth. 
2.00  --  Shares musical and artistic gifts. 
3.07  --  Preaches law and gospel as it applies to the current lives of people. 
3.64  --  Plans and supports small group ministries. 
3.71  --  Serves an effective counselor. 
2.07  --  Ministers to those who are unable to physically be at services. 
3.50  --  Understands and embraces change. 
3.42  --  Professionalism. 
 
The Pastor 
The congregation was asked to rank each of the following items regarding Elk Creek Lutheran Church as  1 - Not 
Important, 2 - Somewhat Important, 3 - Indifferent, 4 - Important, and 5 - Very Important. The average score for each is 
indicated before the item.  
4.00  --  Direction of the Church Council. 
4.07  --  Building, Grounds, and Facilities. 
4.84  --  Children -- learning, activities, and participation 
4.53  --  High School Youth -- learning, activities, and participation 
3.15  --  Adult Education -- Bible Studies. 
3.84  --  WELCA Ministries  
3.00  --  Men’s Ministries 
3.92  --  Working with other churches and the ELCA 
3.64  --  Evangelism -- reaching out and inviting others 
3.65  --  Community / Area Involvement and witness 
4.15  --  Worship Music 
3.07  --  Church Website 
2.07  --  On-line / Electronic Giving 
3.30  --  Contemporary Worship / Music 
4.76  --  Supporting Individual in the midst of a crisis 
3.30  --  Worship at places other than the church (Pleasantville, at the farm, in homes, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Do you know someone local who could use a helping hand? We are looking for individuals to 

help during our “God’s Work, Our Hands” project day on Sunday, October 10th. Contact a 
council member or the church office. 

 Monetary donations to purchase supplies for Afghan refugees at Fort McCoy or for disaster 
relief – contact a council member or the church office. 

 PILLOWCASES! Pillowcases can be made into dresses for donations. 
 Having socks with no mates? Or socks that should get tossed? How about extra rags laying 

around? These items are great for stuffing dog and cat beds for the Humane Society. Talk to 
one of the sewing ladies to learn more! 



Lines from LaVerne…. God requires that we have the strength to say, “I will follow you, Lord.” Jesus told us 

“in the world you will have trouble.” It’s guaranteed. “But,” he added “take courage, I have conquered the 

world.” We adults question the roads God has us take and his directions for our journey when we should simply 

seek to trust. Children trust in their parents to take them to and fro. When troubles or sickness come we need to 

pray to Jesus asking him to comfort and guide us through our fears and ask him to be our light. Jesus is our star, 

our sun, and the light of life. We should walk with Him until our traveling days are done. Sing praises to Him 

and ask for His healing and thank Him for being alive. Who am I, if I have not blessed another or felt the 

blessings of others through the journey of life? Dear Lord, help us all to trust in your word and to always know 

that your love is constantly with all of us. More than anything, I long to understand how God can still use me. 

They that hope in the Lord will renew their strength and they will not grow weary.  

 

Your Lay Minister, LaVerne 

P.S. Enjoy the fall. The pretty leaves and the grass is green yet. Good deal! 

 

 
 

The Value of Practicing Faith 

     When my children were young, they sometimes complained that they always had to go 

to church every Sunday because their parents were pastors. They argued that their friends 

didn’t have to go every Sunday, so why should they have to go? I looked them in their eyes 

and said, “Even if we weren’t pastors, we would still go to church every Sunday.” They didn’t 

realize that their Dad use to be Roman Catholic and had to go to church every Sunday. It 

didn’t matter that there were other things to do on Sunday, or that worship was so 

repetitive—the same Liturgy Sunday after Sunday. We went to church to practice our faith. 

No if’s, and’s, or but’s about Sunday worship.  

     If you asked any of my children, if it was hard being a pastor’s kid, they would say YES! 

You, not only are at church a lot, but you also have to endure things like prayers before 

every meal and at bedtime, daily devotions, and of course the sermonizing of your parent(s) 

in any and every situation. It’s tempting to take a day of mealtime prayers off or skip a few 

weeks of attending worship. You start to think you already have heard or done everything 

you need to do and that at some point you can just be done with practicing your faith. 

Young people, and adults for that matter too, are never done practicing faith in God 

throughout their lives.  

     But that’s the point of faith practices--like going to Sunday School, attending worship, 

participating in service projects, etc. etc. We put our faith practices in action not because 

we absolutely have to do them, but because they provide a foundation for when we really 

need them. I need the repetition of repentance and forgiveness, of gratitude and service, of 

grieving and hoping, of receiving and giving grace, so that when life demands something 

more of me, I have faith practices that will see me through. It’s hard to understand that as 

a child or young person. It’s hard to remember that as an adult, too.  

     We live in a time when the culture of parenting gives more responsibility to children 

making their own decisions than in the past. We seem to value the happiness of our 



children more than anything else. We don’t want to “force” 

them to do anything. We give them choices as much as 

possible. I don’t know if that’s good or bad, but I know it can 

have some downsides. For one thing, kids can be 

overwhelmed, just like us, by complete freedom of choice. 

Give us too many choices without any guidance and we’ll feel 

lost, like we’re in a maze with no map. So, we swap the feeling 

of being controlled, for the feeling of being lost and anxious. I don’t know which is worse.  

     So, on the one hand, I believe in the value of faith practices as a foundation for daily 

living. Attending Worship every Sunday and participating in Sunday School or bible study 

on a weekly basis helps to establish that foundation our faith needs. On the other hand, I 

don’t want to drive children away by being too heavy handed. At some point, they have to 

own their own faith and practice it in a way that’s meaningful for them. I may have to make 

peace with the fact that their life of faith may look different than mine.  

     This is why we do confirmation instruction. It’s an effort to help young people take 

responsibility for their own faith. On the last Sunday of October, Halloween Day, potentially 

11 young people of the Parish will affirm full responsibility for their faith.  

     At the end of the day, there are no guarantees. I don’t know what the future will hold for 

the young people of this parish and I certainly can’t control it. Yet, I think I’m going to err 

on the side of teaching my convictions concerning faith practices in the church and express 

my faith values and practices so that they will have a foundation of faith in Jesus Christ. I 

guess I’d rather have young people feel a little frustrated now, about what is required of 

them, instead of looking at me later and wishing I had given them something as a 

foundation for their life and choices. Whether they ever care or not, there will be something 

that they can rely on as they see me practicing my faith, and I’ll have the peace of mind 

that I’ve done what I believe to be best. No matter what, they hopefully will know that what 

I’ve done has been out of my love for them, even if they can’t see it at this time. 

                                                                                                 Pastor Ahles 

 
 
 
Elk Creek Lutheran Church Council Meeting -- 
October 5, 2021 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Keith Nelson at 
7:15 PM.  Members present were: Pastor Valerian Ahles, Cedric 
Anderson, Jan Berg, Brian Christopherson, Ryan Johnson, 
Anson McCune, Keith Nelson, Lori Nelson, and Stephanie 
Rumstick. 
 
Devotions and Prayer -- Pastor began by sharing Romans 15 : 1-6. He shared that we all have weaknesses and need 

someone to help pick us up when we are worn down. Hopefully members of our congregation do this for one another and 
for others. 
Secretary’s Report -- Brian made a motion to approve the Secretary’s Report as emailed; Cedric seconded; motion 

passed.  



We welcome everyone 
to coffee hour 

Wednesdays at 10 am 
in the church 

basement.  Join us for 
coffee and chats! 

Treasurer’s Report -- was presented by Keith with information provided by Haukeness Financial Service. Anson made 

a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented; Jan seconded; motion passed.  
Elk Creek Lutheran Church Account 
 

 General Checking Account -  $19,442.47 

 General Savings Account -  $38,882.05 

 Building Fund Checking -  $2,621.08 

 Memorial Fund -  $8,763.86 
 

Joint Parish Financial Accounts 
Assets    Elk Creek  Immanuel  Total 
Beginning Balance -  $ 4,916.91  $ 7,375.21  $ 12,292.12  
Deposits & Interest -  $ 3,405.47  $ 5,108.20  $ 8,513.67  
Payments -   $ 3.171.42  $ 4,757.10  $ 7,928.52  
Liabilities & Equity -  $ 5,150.96  $ 7,726.31  $ 12,877.27  
Ending Balance -  $ 5,150.96  $ 7,726.31  $ 12,877.27  
Pastor’s Report --  
Pastor conducted 4 worship services, including 1 at the Johnson Barn and 4 live stream services. He attended 3 Coffee 
Fellowships while selecting Hymns. He provided Holy Communion to 16 people during visits to shut-ins and at area 
nursing homes. He also had 3 general visits with parishioners including a bereavement follow-up visit and a good phone 
conversation and an in-home meeting with John Larson. He met with Emma Lyngen, Heath Johnson, and Brylie Johnson 
of the new Confirmation class and their parents on September 1 and plans to confirm Blake and Bryssa Johnson 
sometime in September or October depending on the family’s schedule. Pastor attended 4 Dairyland Conference Pastor’s 
Text Studies on Zoom. He baptised Maeve Faith Nelson, conducted the memorial service for Michael P. Holmen, and led 
separate services at the Dove Assisted Living and Dove Nursing Home on August 22 and services at the Gundersen Tri-
County Care Center on August 19. Pastor attended the Pleasantville Lion’s Club Appreciation Dinner, the Parish Board of 
Education Meeting, and the 60th Wedding Anniversary Celebration for Ron & Audrey Harnisch. He spent from August 8 - 
13 attending Family Camp at Luther Park as part of his Continuing Education. New members to the Congregation will be 
welcomed on Sept. 19. Pastor Ahles’ Office Hours at Elk Creek are generally from 8:30 - 12:30 on Wednesday mornings. 
Pastor Ahles can be reached at [cell] 533-0939 or [parsonage] 694-2427. 
WELCA Report -- The Bazaar is set for Sunday, October 3rd. It will be held outdoors if the weather permits. The 

Women’s Group will meet on September 12 to discuss it and other things. Jan and Stephanie indicated that following a 
request from the Pastor of Peace Lutheran Church in Pigeon Falls for quilts and diapers to be donated to the Afghan 
refugees at Fort McCoy, we sent 32 quilts and $100 of diapers. Jan helped the combined donations from our church and 
those of Pigeon Falls and Whitehall to Sparta -- a total of 150+ quilts and 6,000+ diapers. 
Choir -- The Choir will meet for the first time this year on Sept. 15. Everyone is welcome and we would love to add new 

voices! 
Youth Group -- Matt and Jenny Weaver have volunteered to help Jessica & Keving Berg with the Youth Group. They 

will start by helping them with the Food at the Bazaar. Lindsey Nelson is also helping the Youth Group. 
Sunday School -- The Board of Education met and a curriculum has been selected for this year’s classes. The children 
will be divided with Bonnie Johnson teaching the 3 and 4 year olds, Crystal Johnson and Jenna McCune teaching the 
Kindergarten and 1st-graders, Pam Johnson (with back-up from Lori Nelson) teaching the 2nd - 4th-graders, and Jessica 
& Kevin Berg and Jenny & Matt Weaver will be teaching the 5th-12th-graders. Bonnie Johnson will be leading the music 
and Becky Rongstad will be accompanying them. The kids will plan to sing on the 2nd Sunday of every month. Numerous 
people have volunteered to serve as substitute teachers, but we are always looking for 
more. If you are interested, please contact Tammy Danenberg (715) 597-3956. 
Joint Parish Council Report -- The Joint Parish Board will be meeting in two weeks. 
Memorial Committee --  No report 
Janitor -- No report 
Office Staff -- No report 
Old Business --  

 Church Services -- Rally Sunday for the Sunday School will be held on Sept. 12 
at the church with a lunch following the church service. In addition to the first 
week of the month, Communion will be distributed on September 19 to allow for 
the singing of the Lord’s Prayer. While we have sufficient wafers and disposable 
cups, the Pastor will try using tongs to serve the bread. 

 Parsonage -- Allen power-washed the deck. It still needs to be sealed. Keith, 
Brian, and Anson volunteered to help, if needed. Allen should determine the 
color of the seal. The Mound Covers have been taken care of, although some 
dirt still needs to be moved. The gutters still need to be cleaned and repaired. 

 Louvers -- The Louvers were painted by workmen from Jurowski Construction, 



Inc. on September 1.  

 Window -- The damaged pane of the storm window on the large stained glass window of the steeple has been 
replaced. 

 Electrical Box -- The box is still not working and needs to be replaced. We are supposed to be one of the next 
projects on the electrician’s list. 

 Picnic Tables -- Ryan met with Nate Rongstad to decide what will be done and where and the cement pad 
should be going into place soon. Wieser Concrete has indicated that the tables are ready to go; however it was 
deemed more practical to have the memorial information to be placed on plaques which will be placed near the 
tables. The plaques are being ordered from an Eau Claire company.  

 Playground Equipment -- Lori indicated that the new equipment has been ordered. Since it could not be 
delivered until mid-November, delivery will be postponed until April. If anyone wants the parts from the old set, 
they can have them. Lori indicated that the Nelson family would like to have a plaque indicating that the 
Playground Equipment is given in memory of the Jerald Nelson family placed near the equipment. 

 
 New Business --   

 Water Problems -- Keith indicated that water faucets in two of the sinks in the church’s basement had tested 
positive for Coliform by the Trempealeau County Health Department during a routine inspection on Aug. 17 and 
during a second test run on Aug. 19. The sinks tested were the kitchen’s handwash sink and one in the 
women’s bathroom. The type of faucet and sprayer on the dishwashing sinks precluded them from being 
tested. Tests indicated that the problem appeared to be within the pipes because the water at the well was 
okay. After consulting experts, Keith put chlorine bleach into the well to shock the system and then ran the 
water to flush it through the lines. After replacing one filter, as of the 5th, there was still a lot of sedimentation 
(iron and clay particles) in the water. He had contacted Pelke Plumbing and Well Drilling who originally drilled 
the well and was waiting to hear back from them. He had been provided with a test kit which was to be sent 
back to the Trempealeau County Health Department. The results will be back in 24-48 hours.  

 God’s Work Our Hands -- The date for this activity was set for October 10. Everyone is invited to help out in any 
way that they can. Possible projects were discussed -- including landscaping at the parsonage and the 
cemetery. A request for suggestions of additional projects is to be placed in the bulletins and the newsletter. 

 Monthly Bills -- Stone House Glass (for repairing storm window), Semingson Aberle Plumbing LLC (roto rooting 
at the parsonage), Augsburg Fortress Publishing (Child & Parent Baptismal Bundles -- candles, certificates, 
etc.), and Midwest Trophy House (for memorial plaque honoring Louise Johnson in basement). A bill should be 
arriving soon from Jurowski Construction for the painting of the louvers. Jan volunteered to take care of 
providing the hankies and crosses given at baptisms and Brian paid for fixing the connection for the amplifier 
which is used at outdoor services. It was noted that Crystal Johnson had ordered the televisions which were to 
be don Sofas for Service and that they had arrived. Stephanie  made a motion to pay the monthly bills as 
presented including the one for Jurowski Construction when it arrives; Anson seconded; the motion passed.  

 Correspondence -- A Thank You from Luther Park for the donation to the Building Fund for the new Ministry 
Center was read. Requests from Luther Park for an additional donation to finish paying for the new Ministry 
Center and from the ECLA World Hunger were presented. 

 Donations to Others In Need --  
Stephanie and Jan provided information about the donations to the Afghan refugees at Fort McCoy. Anson made 
a motion to donate $250 for use to purchase supplies as a help for refugees or for disaster relief; Stephanie 
seconded; the motion passed. It was noted that donations from anyone else who wants to contribute would be 
happily accepted. It was suggested that extra Thrivent t-shirts could be donated. Lori suggested that a special 
notation of this be placed in the bulletins and newsletter. She also asked that a request for pillowcases (which can 
be made into dresses for donation) be placed in the newsletter as well. 

 Church Ministry Survey -- Keith presented the results of the Church Ministry Survey. It was noted that the 
congregation indicated that children and youth ministry are extremely important, and supporting people during 
a crisis, and music are important. According to the results, the congregation feels it is most important for the 
Pastor to be ministering to those not at service, sharing leadership, connecting with youth and members of the 

congregation. The ratings from the Survey will be included in the newsletter. 
 Other -- Following discussion, recommendations were made for the up-coming Joint Council meeting..   

Next Meeting -- The next Council meeting will be on October 5 at 7 pm. 
Adjournment -- Ryan made a motion to adjourn; Anson seconded; motion passed. The meeting was closed at 9:31 pm 
with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully submitted by Lori Nelson, Recording Secretary 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to remind you as Thrivent members that you have 

the option to direct your Choice Dollars to  

Elk Creek Lutheran Church. 

Recent deposits made to Elk Creek Lutheran Church: 

   August/September deposits: $10.00 

 

 

 

We are looking for individuals or families that 
would like to serve as ushers for our October and 

November worship services. Please contact 
Crystal if you are available to help. 


