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~~CHILI COOK-OFF~~
Fundraiser for Parking Lot

Sunday, October 14 – Fun starts at 10:30am
$25 entry fee per crockpot of chili (limit of 10/sign up in Narthex)
11-noon: sample chili & cast your vote
Noon: have a bowl of your favorite with fixin’s (cornbread, crackers, etc.)
(hot dogs, chips also available), watermelon, apple crisp, & pumpkin bars
Winner announced at 12:30!!
Activities & games for young and old!
Continuous Raffles
Grass Trimmer raffle (only 52 tickets sold-Value over $200!!)
Raffle prizes ($10-$15 value) will be accepted-contact Tina Hammer with
donations by October 9th.

Congregational Survey
There is a congregational survey available for all
members to complete. A paper version is
available in the narthex or you can complete it
online at https://goo.gl/forms/oK2A9zWXjb1f2sDr1
Please return the paper copies to the sealed box
in the Narthex by October 14th and complete the
online version by then as well. The church council
president will tally the surveys. Individual results
will be kept confidential. Only summarized data
will be shared with the congregation and council.

During the time Crystal is home with her
new little one, Linda Odness and Rosanne
Thompson will be filling in. Anyone
needing to add people to the prayer
concerns or messages in the weekly
bulletin call Linda at 715.597.6056

Pastor will be on
Vacation until
October 16.

Lines from LaVerne…
THE DOOR TO LIFE-Society’s values so very often clash with the Christian gospel. Millions of Christians in
Amerca strive to live only according to their convictions and aspirations and their values and they disagree
with the values God has written in the Bible. As you know the gospel of Jesus has always conflicted with the
world’s values. Then we need to depend on our great faith. Our faith is sometimes encountered outside of the
expected places. Jesus has told us that it is not what goes into a person’s mouth that defiles a person (such as
eating unclean food or eating with unwashed hands) but what comes out of the mouth such as evil intentions,
false witness and slander. Great faith is a deep trust in the unfailing promises God has for us and the great
love we have for him. The world is under the bondage of sin and evil. Every one of us faces uncertainty. Draw
closer to God and you can face this uncertainty with peace.When you turn from your problems to your
heavenly Father, your problems are immediately lighter. Your circumstances may not have changed but we
carry the burden together. P.S. Enjoy your fall. Children, do your best in school. We all want the best for you.
Your Lay Minister,

LaVerne

Sunday School News
Sunday School has resumed! It runs from 9:45-10:45 with the first 15
minutes dedicated to singing. The children sing during the 8:30am church
service the second Sunday of each month (along with Food Pantry
collection!). If you have any questions, please contact your child’s teacher or
one of the Sunday School Education Board members: Amber Radatz, Nicole
Johnson, Paula Gibson, or LaYona Manka.
September 4, 2018 Congregational Council Meeting (Unapproved)
Meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by President Steve Ebert. Members present were Steve Ebert, Brandi Berg, Jan
Berg, Jim Odness, Keith Nelson, Lynn Nelson, Linda Odness, Bruce Thompson, Pastor Ahles and Tim Radatz
Pastor led us in prayer and devotion, with a reading from the first chapter, A Gentle Invitation, of The Monastery of the
Heart, by Joan Chittester. We are encouraged to live a Godly life by reading the scriptures daily and use them as a model
and guide. In listening to God as in the Benedictine way and following scripture we will be able to work in unity and
accomplish great things.
Treasurer's Report provided and presented by Brandi Berg
 Checking Account - $9844.76
Building Fund Checking - $20869.74
 2020 General Fund - $35,356.04
Parking Lot Fund - closed
 Church Savings- $14345.61
Memorial Fund - $3,639.31
Motion was made by Keith to approve report, Jim seconded and motion carried.
Secretary's report for the August Congregational Council Meeting was read by Linda; motion to approve as presented
was made by Bruce, 2nd by Brandi; motion carried.
Pastor’s Report
 Pastor Ahles conducted 4 services, made 3 hospital visits, 9 home visits and attended women’s bible study at Barb
Nelson’s
 He shared that Mara and Elizabeth are moving to Illinois as Mara has taken a new call there and they will be
closer to her family.
 Pastor will be using vacation and continuing education time beginning September 12th- 18th; September 27 October 16, 2018 . During this time we will have a supply pastor, he will provide services on the following dates



September 16, October 7, 14 and 21. Pastor will be preaching on September 23, 2018. Just a reminder the
September 30, service is a joint service and will be at Immanuel in Strum.
The chair lift at the parsonage was serviced and is working well; however there are some very busy “ground
excavators”, striped gophers who are tunneling under the garage.

WELCA






Rally day will be September 9, and a potluck will be provided
Food pantry collection will resume on September 9, all are encouraged to support the cause.
The Synodical Woman’s Organizations Leader Training will be held on September 22.
Quilting will resume every Wednesday beginning around 9:00 and all are welcomed. “It is a great time.”
Quilts will be given to the Giacomino family as well as one donated to the benefit for Shane to be held on Sunday,
September 9.
Parish Secretary Update


Linda and Rosanne have met with Crystal and plans are in place to fill in during her break to enjoy their new
baby.
Parish Council


Jim provided an update regarding information discussed at the meeting on August 21. Several dates were
provided including Christmas Eve, Christmas and Thanksgiving which will be at Eleva this year. Immanuel, will
be having a Dinner Concert on December 12 and a Choir Fest on January 6/2019.
 The council discussed using an outside entity to manage a parish checking account that would be used to pay all
shared bills. The particulars of how and who would manage this was not finalized, but the thought is that each
congregation would deposit money into the account, to eliminate the need for reimbursements.
 The council will be meeting in November to discuss and evaluate Pastor Ahles’s performance, discuss his salary
and make plans for upcoming officer changes.
Old Business
1. Jim provided two options for services plans for the chairlift at the parsonage. He indicated that if we could decide
on the plan tonight we would be guaranteed for the quotes provided.
2. Lynn made a motion to contract with the Performance Plus plan and lock in for three years, Jan seconded, motion
approved.
3. Ouim has completed paving of the parking lot and driveway at the parsonage, final cost of parking lot $24, 393.00
and driveway $3220.00, bills will be paid as submitted.
4. Discussion was held regarding edging of the parking lot to reduce breakdown of the edges as the grass and
blacktop do not meet. The plan is to get some crushed rock, and fill in especially on the west side of the church.
5. Osseo Plastic will be resurfacing the floor in the dishwasher room in the next two weeks.
6. Steve extended a big thank you to Danny Gray for the windows installed in the parsonage breezeway – “they look
Great!!”
7. Steve will contact Beacker Glass of Osseo to see what the plan is for the glass replacement on the window on the
west side of the church
8. Brandi will pay the Portico bill for housing equity.
9. Regarding the “Night at the Ball Park” event, Keith has decided to postpone it due to minimal interest and
consider doing a similar event in May around the time of Award Sunday.
New Business
1. Discussion was held regarding possibly holding another fund raiser for the parking lot. The idea of having a cookoff event, perhaps chili, along with a Chinese raffle was presented, no decision made. More information to come.
2. Survey for evaluation of Pastor’s performance as well as how the congregation is doing will be offered: with a
paper and on-line format, with due date of October 14, 2018. The data will be compiled and evaluated to provide
recommendations for salary compensation as well as suggestions for spiritual and community growth in the
upcoming years.
Motion to adjourn made by Brue 2nd by Tim, motion approved. Meeting adjourned at 9:24, we closed with the Lord’s
Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Linda Odness, Recording Secretary.

FOOD PANTRY

Council Meeting

The food pantry collection is the
2nd Sunday of the month.
Please bring your non-perishable
food items to be donated to area
pantries.

Tuesday, October 2
at 7 p.m.

I would like to extend a HUGE thank you for cards, flowers,
phone calls, food, visitors, feeding my husband, and words of
encouragement while I was recovering from surgery. Sometimes
it takes being at your lowest to realize how much you are loved
and appreciated. Thank you!
Becky Rongstad
Joint Parish council met for its scheduled meeting at Elk Creek Church on 8/21/18 at 6:30 pm.
X

Tom Wagener

X

Camille Skoug

X

Jim Odness

X

X

Pastor Ahles

X

Mike Nelson

Steve Ebert

X

Vicki Hanson

Marie Murrell

X

Barb Fischer

Meeting was opened with devotions by Pastor Ahles. Past meeting minutes reviewed, correction
needed as to who was hosting Church in the Barn. Motion to amend minutes by Marie, 2 nd by
Camille. Minutes were amended and placed on file. Welcome to new member, Marie Murrell from
Immanuel.
Pastors Report:
Pastor thanked both congregations for the time to do 2 services after Aaron’s passing.
Plans to attend the NW Synod Theological Faith Ministry retreat September 23-24 in Trego, WI.
Church in the Barn was a success with 165+ in attendance. It was noted that Strum was notified, but
no directions to the Barb were given. Elk Creek had posted on their church doors. The next 5 th
Sunday will be 9/30, and will be held in Strum.
Old Business: Worship Schedules
Next 5th Sunday will be 9/30/2018 at ILC. Checking on Thanksgiving Eve, would be Eleva’s turn to
host. Christmas schedule: Christmas Eve (Monday) ILC@ 5:30 pm, E.C 7:30 pm. Christmas Day
ILC @1030. EC to poll congregation, on whether or not to have a Christmas Day service. Next 5 th
Sunday joint service would be December 30th at Elk Creek

New Business:
Election of Officers for the Joint Parish Council, including the length terms was discussed. They will
take place in February after each congregation’s Annual meeting in January. Possibly have the Vice
President move to President the following year. All were to think on options and plan to discuss at
next meeting.
Joint Bank Account
Further discussion on use of a joint bank account for payments of things shared between the 2
congregations. Pastor shared how it had worked in other joint parishes. All agreed it would be best to
have a 3rd person/party manage the payment of bills. Current financial officers would be responsible
for making deposits only. Automatic withdrawals would be set up whenever possible. Tom to inquire
on cost for management of this type of account with Haukeness Agency. Several other options were
also discussed. Michelle, Brandi, and Pastor will check with Portico to ensure this joint account will
work for them. At next meeting will review options to go forward with this. Motion by Jim, to explore
the Joint Bank account, 2nd by Camille.
Barn Worship loose offering:
Elk Creek Board had thought to give the loose offering to area schools (OF/ES/WHTL) for unpaid
lunch accounts. Parish Board discussed support of John Baynton in his ministry. Since the funds
collected were both churches would table action at this time and take back to Elk Creek board.
Motion by Jim that future joint service loose offering be designated by Parish Council, motion 2 nd by
Marie, motion passed. Tom will send an email to parish council after EC board meets.
Calendar:
2019 Worship time- Services will switch again on the first Sunday in June 2019 (6/2/19). Discussion
on times. Felt it was a safety issue for services to be less than 2 hours apart.
CE/Vacation 2018:
Vacation used 2018: April 25th - May 1st, July 3rd, 5th, 6th,12th: 11days(1Sun)
Vacation Unused 2018: 24days (4 Sundays)
Proposed Vacation Plans: Sept. 13th – 17th: 5days (1Sun) (I will work 18th-25th)
Sept. 26th – Oct. 4th: 9days (1Sun)
Nov. 21st – 27th 7days (1 Sun)
Dec. 29th – 31st + New Years Day – 3days (1Sun)
2018 Continuing Education unused – 12.5days
Continuing Education Plans: Personal Retreat: Oct. 5th – 16th.
(This will include
attending the “Reformation and Renewal Conference” @ Wartburg Seminary in Dubuque, IA.-14th
thru 16th)
Discussion on who was responsible to obtain supply pastors or the use of a lay minister. Pastor
though Peter Bradlow may be available. If covering both services should be $125 for first service and
$55. For second service plus mileage. Jim made the motion that for 1 church to pay, the bill being
split 50/50. Early service to pay. Later service church would pay other church back. This would

prevent overpayment by one or both churches. 2nd by Mike, motion passed. Pastor will check with
other local pastors for emergency coverage in his absence if needed for funerals.
Evaluation/Biannual Survey – Elk Creek to share what they have used with ILC.
Upcoming Dates:
o

Sept 9: Sunday school rally day; pancakes at Immanuel, brunch at Elk Creek
o Sept 30, 10:30 am: joint worship at Immanuel (loose offering to John Baynton’s trip)
o Nov 2, 6:00 pm: Elk Creek bazaar
o Nov 10, 10:00 am: Nordic fest at Immanuel
o Nov 21, 7:00 pm: Thanksgiving eve worship at Eleva
o Dec 13, 6:00 pm: Elk Creek Christmas carols
o Dec 16: Elk Creek choir caroling
o Dec 19: Immanuel Christmas concert 7:00 pm, dinner begins at 5:30 (performers are welcome to participate)
o Dec 24: Immanuel Christmas Eve worship 5:30 pm; Elk Creek worship 7:30 pm
o Dec 25 10:30 am: Immanuel Christmas day worship 10:30
o Dec 30, 10:30 am: joint worship at Elk Creek (loose offering TBD)

Motion to adjourn by Mike, 2nd by Vicki
Meeting closed with Lord’s Prayer
Respectfully,
Barb Fischer

The Holy Place of God
The holy place where we stand and walk with the Lord, is the place where God’s
forgiveness is proclaimed for all and then carried out by those who call themselves
Christian. It is God’s desire that all should stand in such a holy place cleansed and
sanctified from sin and brokenness; from the least of us to the greatest. It is God’s desire
that there is a holy place where the cries for vengeance and retribution coming from the
world, are drowned out by the joy of clinging to Jesus Christ, the cornerstone of forgiveness
upon which God’s Holy Church is built. All people should stand in such a holy place of
forgiveness; young and old, rich and poor, black, white, brown, red and any other shade of
color that people are dressed in. All people should have the gift of forgiveness.
In a book of parables by Pr. Herb Brokering, this holy place of God’s forgiveness is
described in the following way:
Once there was a Church that had no altar. Instead there was a circle on the floor. Every week it was
someone’s turn to be in that circle and be an altar. Once, two boys covered with mud who had been
fighting, stood in the circle. They hugged each other and smiled. No one told them to leave. Everyone
agreed it was an altar. There always had to be at least two in the circle.
That was the only rule
there was.

Jesus promised that his gracious presence would be among people who stand in this
holy place of God’s forgiveness, not only to receive the gift of God’s great forgiveness, but to
practice and do that forgiveness with each other. “For where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there I am in the midst of them.” (Mt.18:20)
When we gather together for worship in Jesus name, the Lord is with us because he has
promised it. When we receive God’s forgiveness in Word and Sacrament during worship, we
get to proclaim God’s forgiveness for all and practice that same forgiveness among each
other. Then indeed we have an altar, a holy place of God’s presence among us.

Pr. Ahles

9/16/18 9:50 am
Elk Creek WELCA met for its September meeting on the 16th at 9:50 am. Meeting was opened with the Creed
and theme verse. Secretary read minutes from last meeting, motion by Stephanie to accept, 2nd by Josie
placed on file. No Treasurer report was available.
Old business: Memorial committee looking at Stoles, it was noted that considering the number of years the
stoles would be used it might be better to spend a little more and get better quality. Memorial committee to
report back at next meeting.
Our Work Gods Hands – will participate in program at Dove on 9/30 at 2:00pm. Hoping some children would
also attend and possible sing a song. This date is also joint service at Strum. Breakfast to be served before the
service. There is also work to be done at the church this day for those not going to Dove. Looking to remove
the bushes at front of church, suggested to take back to the council to obtain suggestion of replacement
bushes from Dennis Smith Landscaping.
New Business:
Help needed at Day of Enrichment being hosted by our church on Saturday 9/22/18. Will have Coffee muffins,
and coffee cake after registration. Salads, sandwiches, and dessert for lunch. It was suggested to make salads
and desserts from recipes in our cookbook to help sell some cookbooks at the event.
Trempealeau County Health Care center Bingo on September 25 th. Looking for cupcakes or bars. Barb will
pick up candy at Sam’s club for Bingo prizes. Have bars/cupcakes to church by noon.
Chili Fundraiser; Thinking $10 entry fee. Free will donation for tasting. Still doing planning of event.
Meeting closed with offering and Lord’s Prayer.
Barb Fischer, Sec.

Upcoming Neighboring Events
*see bulletin board in church for further details*

*Sunday, October 7 – Pleasant Valley Lutheran Church Charcoal Chicken
Dinner 11am-1:30pm, raffles and craft sale
*Sunday, October 14 – Bruce Valley Church Lutefisk ‘n’ Meatball Dinner
11am-3pm (carryouts available)
*Wednesday, October 17 – Peace Lutheran of Pigeon Falls Annual
Meatball Harvest Dinner 4:30-7pm

Choir Practice will
resume Wednesday,
October 3 at 7:15pm
Nominations are currently being sought for the Chippewa Valley Family
Caregiving Alliance’s Caregiver Award. The Caregiver Award is given to
someone who voluntarily gives of their own time, talents and energy to help
an older adult in their lives. If you know someone who makes a difference in
the lives of those they care for, please consider nominating them. All
nominees will be invited to attend the Alliance’s annual free Town Hall
meeting on Monday, November 12 where they will be saluted for their
efforts. In addition, the winner will be presented with a plaque and gift basket
from the Alliance. To nominate someone please fill out the nomination form
located in the church office and send it to Katie Fennell, Azura Memory
Care, 3712 Damon Street, Eau Claire, WI 54701 or e-mail the information to
Katie.fennell@azuramemory.com by Friday, October 19, 2018.

