
“Pajama Grandma” distributes pajamas to 

children in the surrounding area.  Bring NEW 

pajamas, any size, by December 1. There is 

more need for older children sizes. 

 

Annual Church Bazaar 
What an amazing event! Thank you to everyone that had a part in it. 

Financial Results of the 2021 Bazaar: 
  

Bake sale $ 189.50 
Norsk Raffle $ 690 
Coffee donations $ 5 
BINGO $ 5 
Silent Auction $ 2,916 
 

The Youth Group had a successful brat and hot dog fundraiser in conjunction with the 

Bazaar. Many thanks go out to all the helpers that helped through donations, food 

prep, serving, and grilling. They made over $640! 

 

Quilt Raffle $ 827 
Donations $ 927 
Cookbooks $ 40 
Treasure Wagon $17.80 
Grand Total: $ 5,617.30 
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The choir has 

resumed practices on  

Wednesdays at 7 pm  

in the church 

basement. All are 

welcome to attend! 

FOOD PANTRY 
The food pantry collection is 

the 2nd Sunday of the 
month.  

Please bring your non-
perishable food items to be 
donated to area pantries. 

 

Council 
Meeting is 

Tuesday, 
November 2 

at 7 p.m. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Elk Creek Lutheran Church Council Meeting – October 12, 2021 
The meeting was called to order by President Keith Nelson at 7:04 PM.  Members present were: Pastor Valerian Ahles, 
Cedric Anderson, Jan Berg, Brian Christopherson, Rhonda Koval, Anson McCune, Keith Nelson, Lindsey Nelson, Lori 
Nelson, Becky Rongstad, Stephanie Rumstick, and Pam Johnson. 
Devotions and Prayer -- Pastor began by reading Ephesians 2 : 8-9. He described “grace” as not what we do by our 

own efforts or merits, but what Christ did for us when he was crucified. Through this, God is providing a future with hope. 
Christ, not us, should be the hero in our story – always and everywhere. 
Secretary’s Report – Corrections to September Report include date of meeting, the spelling of Kevin Berg’s name, and 

donated (not don) to “Sofas for Service.” Brian made a motion to approve the Secretary’s Report with corrections; Rhonda 
seconded; motion passed. 
Treasurer’s Report -- was presented by Becky with information provided by Haukeness Financial Service. It was noted 

that the bill from Semingson Plumbing had been reduced and that the check for our donation for Refuge / Disaster Aid has 
not yet been written. Anson made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented; Rhonda seconded; motion 
passed. 
Elk Creek Lutheran Church Account 

General Checking Account -  $23,055.38 
General Savings Account -  $38,884.99 
Building Fund Checking -  $2,621.08 
Memorial Fund -  $8,738.46 

Joint Parish Financial Accounts 
Assets   Elk Creek  Immanuel  Total 

Beginning Balance -   $5,150.96  $7,726.31  $12,877.27 
Deposits & Interest -  $3,405.46  $5,108.19  $8,513.65 
Payments -   $3,315.33  $4,972.95  $8,288.28  
Liabilities & Equity -  $5,24109  $7,861.55  $13,102.64  
Ending Balance -  $5,24109  $7,861.55  $13,102.64 
 
Pastor’s Report -- 
Pastor conducted 4 worship service and 5 live stream services. He also played the guitar with Becky Rongstad for the 
Rally Day Service. He attended 3 Coffee Fellowships while selecting Hymns. He provided Holy Communion to 2 
parishioners during a visit to Dove Nursing Home and had 6 additional visits with shut-ins. He met with the Confirmation 
class 3 times, the Choir 1 time, and attended the Joint Parrish Council Meeting at Elk Creek on September 21. Pastor 
participated in 3 Dairyland Conference Pastors’ Text Studies on Zoom and attended one in-person Dairyland Conference 
Pastors’ Meeting in Durand. He conducted a graveside service for Geraldine Thompson and led services at the Dove 
Assisted Living and Dove Nursing Home on September 19th. He attended the NWWI Synod Fall Ministry Retreat in Trego 
which included training in the required Intercultural Development Inventory. He had Baptismal preparation Meetings with 
the parents of Letti Faye Pintaro (to be baptized 10/17) and Kingston Vincent Wood (to be baptized 10/24). He spoke with 
and offered assistance to Danny Jacobsen’s Power of Attorney representative. The Pastor will be on vacation from 
November 23 - 30 and from December 26 - 30. Pastor Ahles’ Office Hours at Elk Creek are generally from 8:30 - 12:30 on 
Wednesday mornings. Pastor Ahles can be reached at [cell] 533-0939 or [parsonage] 694-2427. 

Sunday School News 
Nov 14 – Children’s choir will sing during 10:30 service. Also, Food Pantry collection! 

Nov 28 – No Sunday School (Thanksgiving break) 

*Christmas Program Practice will start in December! 

 

A Community Thanksgiving Service will be 

held at Elk Creek Church on Wednesday, 

November 24th at 7 p.m.  Everyone is 

invited to attend this joint service. 



WELCA Report – 
 Bazaar -- The Rescheduled Bazaar will be held from Noon to 3 PM on Saturday, October 16. Workers are 

needed from 9 Am on. In addition to the church’s folding tables, folding tables [Steve & Billy Johnson] will 
be borrowed from the Johnson Barn and picnic tables [Allen & Nathan  Rongstad] from the Pleasantville 
Lions Park. Stephanie Rumstick will be helping the Youth Group with the food. 

 Credit Card – The Women’s Group would like to get a credit card to simplify ordering and bill paying. It 
would be on the same account as the Church’s credit card; however, it would have a slightly different 
number  so that payments would come out of the appropriate divisions with the account. Lori made a 
motion to authorize the issuing of a credit card for use by the WELCA; Rhonda seconded; motion passed. 

No Reports from the Choir, the Memorial Committee, the Youth Group, the Sunday School, the Janitor, or the Office 

Staff. 
Joint Parish Council Report --  

 Sunday, December 26 will be a Sing-A-Long at Immanuel. Lori will put together something similar for Elk Creek.  

 Thanksgiving Service is questionable because most choirs are not practicing and the Pastor will be on vacation 
that week. If it is held, it would be at 7 PM at Elk Creek Lutheran Church. 

 On Oct. 17, Immanuel’s church service will include a Jazz Group from Winona which will provide the music for the 
service with coffee and sweets to follow. Everyone is invited to join them. 

 Compensation for the Pastor was discussed at the Joint Parish Meeting. Each church council is being asked to 
discuss the topic further so that a decision can be made during the next Joint Parish Council Meeting. 

 Parsonage Usage fees were also discussed and will also be discussed at the next Joint Parish Council Meeting. 

Old Business --  
 Church Services / Communion / Changes to Services -- Keith asked if we wanted to consider changing the 

rule which requires cancelling all church services and activities for one week when someone who has attended 
church services tests positive for COVID. Lori made a motion that we continue to follow this rule, but that the 
issue should be revisited monthly; Stephanie seconded; and the motion passed.  

 Parsonage Deck -- Keith noted that the deck has been power-washed, but still needs to be stained. It was 
suggested that the youth be asked to help Allen Rongstad with the staining. Unfortunately, our God’s Work, 
Our Hands mostly got skipped due to confusion from the COVID exposures. It was suggested that we plan a 
God’s Work, Our Hands work day for the spring. 

 Electrical Box in Sunday School Room -- Anson indicated that the electrician will be working on and should 
complete the work on the box between Oct. 18-22. He noted that all of the power in the addition will need to be 
shut off while he works on this.  

 Picnic Tables / Cement Pad -- Nathan Rongstad poured the cement pad for the new picnic tables on Oct. 5th. 
The price for each table remains at $665 and the delivery cost for both tables is $400. It was recommended 
that the tables be delivered on or after Oct. 26th, so that the cement pad will have had time to cure. Lindsey 
made a motion to go ahead and purchase the 2 tables and to pay for the delivery of the tables; Rhonda 
seconded; and the motion passed. Keith will look into getting the memorial plaques for Josie Robinson, Louise 
Johnson, and the Jerald Nelson family made.  

 Water -- The water was tested and came back acceptable to use. It had been chlorinated twice. The water will be 
rechecked at the end of October.   

New Business --   
 Donations to Others In Need -- 

A request from Luther Park Bible Camp to be an advocate for the camp was received. It was noted that a 
Recharge Youth Camp from March 25-26 for kids in 3rd-12th-grade at a cost of $80 per student and $30 per 
leader. 
ELCA -- A request for money to support various ministries was received. 
Feed My People -- A request for money to support their program. Becky made a motion to make a $500 donation 
to Feed My People; Lori seconded; and the motion passed. Lindsey recommended that information about all area 
Food Pantries be included in the bulletins and in the newsletter. Lindsey will locate the information and contact 
Crystal Johnson about this. 

 Monthly Bills to Pay -- Allen Rongstad who had purchased the parts and then repaired a leaking faucet. Lindsey 
made a motion to pay Allen; Anson seconded; and the motion passed. 

 Snow Plowing -- Becky indicated that Nathan Rongstad still has the plow and she thought he would be willing to 
do the plowing (with back up from Keith and Anson). Keith noted that Nathan had not submitted a bill for the 
cement work. Becky felt he would probably not be submitting a bill. The Council wants to thank Nathan for his 
assistance. 

 Compensation for the Pastor was presented as an issue as had been requested during the Joint Parish 
Meeting. Joint Parish Council member Pam Johnson addressed the Council on this topic. Discussion followed. 
Each church council is being asked to discuss the topic further so that a decision can be made during the next 
Joint Parish Council Meeting. 



 Parsonage Usage fees were discussed. Stephanie made a motion to increase the fee for Parsonage rental to 
Strum Immanuel to $250 per month; Becky seconded; and the motion passed. 

Next Meeting -- The next Council meeting will be on November 2 at 7 pm. 
Adjournment -- Lori made a motion to adjourn; Anson seconded; motion passed. The meeting was closed at 9:29 pm 
with the Lord’s  Prayer. 
Respectfully submitted by Lori Nelson, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Lines from LaVerne… I cannot change yesterday; I can only make the most of today and look with hope 

toward tomorrow. God is with us each and every day - in our darkest hours and our brightest light. He 

gives us only what we can handle and keeps us on the path we need to follow. Trust and follow God 

wherever he takes you .Prayer: Dear God, we thank you for your gift of love, for the powerful way which 

you work in our lives. Thank you for the gift of healing and strength. Amen. "Courage does not always 

roar. Sometimes it's a quiet voice at the end of the day saying, 'I will try again tomorrow.'” Sing praises to 

the Lord. Come on, everybody, stand up and sing one more hallelujah! I Corinthians 13:4-8: Love is 

patient. Love is kind. Love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way, 

it is not irritable or resentful, it does not rejoice in the wrong doing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all 

things, believes all things, hopes all things and endures all things. Love never ends. Prayer: Dear 

heavenly Father, thank you for the joy love brings us. Help us to acknowledge love around us and take 

time to give love back. Amen. For I know the plans I have for you, "declares the Lord." Plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Jeremiah 29:11. God knows us personally; 

he has a plan for us and allows us to find hope in Him. God says love me as I have loved you and love 

your neighbor as yourself. Remember what Christ did when he walked among us. What good is it, my 

brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith, but do not have works? James 2:14.  Never forget, "I can 

do all things in Him who strengthens me." Philippians 4:13 Make sure God is in the driver's seat and you 

are the passenger and life will be much better. Be patient. Be bold, and give God your burdens. "Trust in 

the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, 

and He shall direct your paths." Proverbs 3:5  We find comfort when we surrender to God's will for us. We 

give up and ask God for his help. Then we find the peace of the Lord that surpasses all understanding. 

Romans 8:38-39 - "For I am certain that nothing can separate us from his love, neither death nor life, 

neither angels nor other heavenly rulers or powers, nor the present, nor the future, neither the world 

above nor the world below. There is nothing in all creation that will ever be able to separate us from the 

love of God which is ours through Jesus Christ our Lord." Thanks to all the people in our church that give 

so much of their time and talents to make our congregation so great. Thank you.  

P.S. Thank GOD for our harvest time and all His wonderful blessings we receive each and every day. For 
our families and their love. Happy Thanksgiving.  
 

You Lay Minister, LaVerne 

 

 

We would like to remind you as 

Thrivent members that you have the 

option to direct your Choice Dollars to 

Elk Creek Lutheran Church.  

Recent deposits made to Elk Creek 

Lutheran Church. 

    November deposits: $17.00. 

 



Pastor will be on vacation from November 23
rd

-30
th
. 

Bearing Fruit in a New World 

     Did you know that since 1990, the month of November has been celebrated in our 

nation as Native American Heritage Month?  I did not know this until I read an email from a 

colleague of our conference this last week. Over the years I have been aware of the 

important connection our nation has had with indigenous peoples that helped our refugee 

ancestors from Europe survive the first years of life on this continent that Native people 

called “Turtle Island”. The first Thanksgiving celebration was a joint celebration of Native 

people and our refugee ancestors. 

     I recently read a book entitled, NATIVE Identity, Belonging, and Rediscovering God. It is 

written by Kaitlin B. Curtice, a citizen of the Potawatomi Nation, a Christian and a poet who 

writes about faith and justice within the church as it relates to Indigenous peoples. She 

begins part 5 of the book with the title “Bearing Fruit in a New World” with the following 

statement and a poem.  

      New land grew from what they planted on the Turtle’s back,                                                                    

larger and larger so that eventually, they could walk freely on the land again.                     

         They called it Turtle Island. They called it home. 

There is a path outside the doors of the church halls or the parish home. 

There is a path that leads to God. 

There is a room, a sanctuary of limbs and boughs, with a choir of nightingales in the oak loft. 

There are pews, carved by the bodies of lone elms, fallen, brown, ready for you. 

There is a sermon, told in the wind as she blows your face, 

a sermon in the heartbeat of the earth. 

There is a path, a path the leads to God. 

Faces of stone and dirt, old enough to tell us stories about the long-ago Ones.  

Those worshiping people found sanctuary and pew and choir and sermon 

among the woodlands, in the plains, at the peak of the mountain,  

next to daisies and wild waters. 

They found the path and they knew God.  

(NATIVE by Kaitlin B. Curtice, p. 145-147) 

 

     I think “Bearing Fruit in a New World” means we engage in the sacred relationships we 

have with this earth, all its peoples, and God. I give thanks for the relationships we have 

with God’s good earth, and all of God’s people, because our survival depends on discovering 

the path that leads to God and the new heaven and the new earth that is coming (see 

Revelation 21). Celebrate this month with praise and thanksgiving for each other, the Turtle 

Island on which we live, and the path to know our Creator – God.                

                                                                                         Pr. Ahles 

 

. 

 

 



The meeting of the Elk Creek WELCA was called to order at 9:10 am on 10/10/21 by President Jan, with 8 

members present.  Treasurer’s report; Balance of $3333.86 in checking and $1456.29 in savings.  Report was 

placed on file.  Secretary’s report was given, motion to accept by Lori, 2nd by Tammy, motion passed.  

Old Business: Discussion on where to have the Bazaar (new date Saturday 10/16) in case of cold weather, 

tables are currently set up in Johnson barn, would need to be moved to Nelson barn if held there.  Lynn was 

fine with having the bazaar at Johns if need be.  Lynn has organized items, and Lori has sheets made for the 

Norske Raffles.   Lori will call into radio stations to have it advertised.  Kids will make Apple Crisp, Becky will 

check with Alan on getting tables to the church.    Bake Sale will be set up outside. 

Mission things have been boxed up and sent out.  The totals were 25 School Kits, 26 Health Kits,  11 sewing 

kits, 12 baby kits, 109 pillow case dresses, and 5 Quilts  ( a number of quilts have been given out  locally this 

year). 

New Business:  Christmas list received from Tremp. Co. Health Care Center.  Motion by Becky seconded by 

Tammy to give $100.00 in gifts as in previous years.  Will also collect Pajama’s for Pajama Gramma. 

Debbie shared information on Sofa’s for Service.  The Council has approved donation of 2 TV’s.  Stephanie will 

apply for a Thrivent grant to purchase additional items needed. 

If we are having a Thanksgiving Service, would be Elk Creek’s turn to host.  We will need to call for 

bars/desserts if it is held. 

Becky shared information on getting a credit card through the bank for purchases.  Bank suggested getting 

another card under the one the church currently has.  All ladies purchases could be separated out by the 

different card number and paid separately from the Church/Council.  This would keep things transparent to 

Church on what was charged.  Becky will bring this to Council to ask permission to do this. 

Motion to adjourn by Lori, 2nd by Deb.    Meeting closed with Lord’s Prayer. 

Barb Fischer, Sec. 

 

Prayer Ideas for Giving Thanks on Thanksgiving Day 

Heavenly Father, on Thanksgiving Day, we bow our 

hearts to You and pray. We give You thanks for all 

You've done, especially for the gift of Jesus, Your Son. 

For beauty in nature, Your glory we see, for joy and 

health, friends, and family. For daily provision, Your 

mercy and care, these are the blessings You graciously 

share. So today we offer this response of praise with a 

promise to follow You all of our days. 

— Mary Fairchild 

 

For additional prayer ideas, visit https://www.southernliving.com/holidays-occasions/thanksgiving/thanksgiving-prayer 


