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Annual Church Bazaar Results
What an amazing event! Thank you to everyone that had a part in it.
Financial results of the 2020 Bazaar:
Bake sale $338
Norsk Raffle Tickets $1,890
Coffee donations $39.50
BINGO $54
White Elephant $3
Silent Auction $3,367
Quilt Tickets $1,188
Donations $435
Grand Total: $7,314.50

The Youth Group had a successful
Chicken Q in conjunction with the
Bazaar. Many thanks go out to all the
helpers that helped with food and
grilling. They made $1,511.38!

Joint Thanksgiving service is at Elk Creek this year on
Wednesday, November 25th at 7 pm.

Due to church closure on the originally scheduled date,
the First Communion has been changed to Sunday, November 8.
Thank you to Billy Johnson for the donation
of office supplies to the church office.

Council Meeting is Tuesday, November 3 at 7 p.m.

Thanksgiving For 2020
I was searching on-line for ideas to inspire us about Thanksgiving this year when there has
been so much change and resulting chaos around the Coronavirus Worldwide Pandemic
affecting schools, churches, farmers, small businesses, sporting events, etc. It would have been
enough just to get through another election year with all the bantering and negative ads that
bombard the airways. But add to that, threats of foreign interference in our elections, questions
about absentee mail-in ballot fraud, and the racial tensions resulting in peaceful and violent
protests; suddenly we have the “Perfect Storm” for this year that a lot of people can’t wait until
it is over. So, how are we to be thankful for the blessings God continues to shower on us? I
came across this the following story by the Reader’s Digest Editors that may inspire all of us.
Sometimes the best lessons are taught by students.
A Teacher’s Thanksgiving Story
When Mrs. Klein told her first graders to draw a picture of something for which they were
thankful, she thought how little these children, who lived in a deteriorating neighborhood,
actually had to be thankful for. She knew that most of the class would draw pictures of turkeys
or of bountifully laden Thanksgiving tables. That was what they believed was expected of them.
What took Mrs. Klein aback was Douglas’s picture. Douglas was so forlorn and likely to be
found close in her shadow as they went outside for recess. Douglas’s drawing was simply this:
A hand, obviously, but whose hand? The class was captivated by his image. “I think it
must be the hand of God that brings us food,” said one student.
“A farmer,” said another, “because they grow the turkeys.”
“It looks more like a policeman, and they protect us.” “I think,” said Lavinia, who was
always so serious, “that it is supposed to be all the hands that help us, but Douglas
could only draw one of them.”
Mrs. Klein had almost forgotten Douglas in her pleasure at finding the class so
responsive. When she had the others at work on another project, she bent over his desk
and asked whose hand it was.
Douglas mumbled, “It’s yours, Teacher.”
Then Mrs. Klein recalled that she had taken Douglas by the hand from time to time; she
often did that with the children. But that it should have meant so much to Douglas …
Perhaps, she reflected, this was her Thanksgiving, and everybody’s Thanksgiving—not
the material things given unto us, but the small ways that we give something to others.
This Thanksgiving with all the turmoil of 2020, let us reflect on the small ways our hands
have helped and encouraged others, AND, let us accept and give thanks for the hands of others
who have helped and encouraged us. This indeed is God’s Work and Our Hands.
Let gratitude be the pillow upon which you
kneel to say your nightly prayer.
And let faith be the bridge you build to overcome evil and welcome good.
--Maya Angelou

Pr. Ahles

Upcoming Worship services
Continue to watch the church Facebook
group and your email for details.
*Livestreamed services from Strum will be at 10:30 am
http://www.immanuel-strum.com/livestream.html

Sunday School:
Teachers and students have been meeting from 9:2010:05 in their classrooms with masks.
Unfortunately, at this time, they are not singing.

Elk Creek Lutheran Church Council Meeting -- October 6,
2020
The meeting was called to order by President Keith Nelson at
7:03 PM. Members present were: Pastor Valerian Ahles, Cedric
Anderson, Jan Berg, Tom Johnson, Rhonda Koval, Keith Nelson,
Lindsey Nelson, Lori Nelson, Tim Radatz, Becky Rongstad, and
Stephanie Rumstick.
Devotions and Prayer -- Pastor began by sharing Psalm 123
whose words seem very appropriate with all of the things happening in the world this year. He also shared a reading from
Gorillas of Grace by Ted Loder.
Secretary’s Report -- The September Minutes were amended under the WELCA Report to read “an additional 9 quilts
are being sent to Sleep In Heavenly Peace” rather than ‘an additional 6 quilts are being sent to Sleep In Heavenly Peace.”
Stephanie made a motion to approve the Minutes as amended; Cedric seconded; motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report -- It was presented by Keith with information provided by Haukeness Financial Service.
Rhonda made a motion to approve; Tim seconded; motion passed.
Elk Creek Lutheran Church Accounts
 General Checking Account - $16,409.96
 General Savings Account - $38,520.62
 CD 4145 - $10,269.85
 Building Fund Checking - $24,138.23
 Memorial Fund - $3,541.97
Joint Parish Financial Accounts
Assets Elk Creek Immanuel Total
Beginning Balance - $8,954.07 $12,681.23 $21,635.30
Payments - $2,968.70 $4,453.04 $7,421.74
Liabilities & Equity - $5,985.37 $8,228.19 $14,213.56
Ending Balance - $5,985.37 $8,228.19 $14,213.56
Pastor’s Report -Pastor conducted 4 outdoor worship services, 1 indoor worship service, and 5 live stream services. He attended 5 Coffee
Fellowships at the church on Wednesday mornings and participated in 4 Zoom Dairyland Conference Pastor’s Text Study
Meetings. Pastor provided Holy Communion during home visits to 8 people and visited with 2 additional shut-ins. Pastor
delivered 23 Daily Devotions on Facebook and had phone visits with 10 family units. He is considering using text

We welcome everyone
to coffee hour
Wednesdays at 10 am
in the church
basement. Join us for
coffee and chats!

messages with some younger families because they seem to prefer this. He held a First Communion workshop for eligible
students and some of their parents. It was decided that the students will have their First Communion during the November
1st church service.
Pastor also met with the parents of the Confirmation students and had 3 classes with the students. He attended the Joint
Council Meeting on September 15 and participated in numerous sessions of the NWSynod Fall Ministry Zoom Meetings, a
Continuing Education zoom workshop -- “Faith, Race, & Culture,” and a Synod Zoom Meeting where ideas were shared
for 2020’s Advent and Christmas seasons. Ideas discussed included: virtual Christmas programs, a Christmas Panorama
or Parade, a Living Nativity, an Advent video series which could be offered through FaceBook, a Community Tree
Decorating with each family contributing some decorations, or creating a video where children explain what Christmas
means to them and/or a Devotional video where families are asked to answer specific questions and Pastor would match
the answers to appropriate Bible verses. He also suggested the possibility of creating Christmas baskets for essential
workers and/or asking families to estimate the cost of some Christmas baking so that they could donate that amount of
money to be given to area food banks. Pastor noted that during the brush cutting around the parsonage, the caps for the
sewer are broken and missing and they need to be repaired before the weather gets worse. He added that there are also
holes in the siding which need to be filled. Becky will ask Allen to look into these. Pastor Ahles can be reached at [cell]
533-0939 or [parsonage] 694-2427.
WELCA Report -- Becky indicated that a carpet sample has been selected for the entire sanctuary (except the kneeling
rail) as well as the entryway and both stairways. At this time, Howard’s is attempting to get a hold of it. Jan said that the
Quilts and Mission Kits will be blessed on October 4 and then packed up and shipped out. Becky noted that more than
$7,100 was earned from the sales at the Bazaar. This does not include the profits which the Youth Group earned from the
Food Sales that day. Stephanie and Jan added that we are grateful to all of the generous people who shared the beautiful
projects and to everyone who purchased tickets and/or made bids. Becky indicated that many people had really liked
having the Bazaar outside and recommended doing it this way in the future -- although probably the date should be
sometime in September. Stephanie has been organizing a “God’s Work, Our Hands” project where home-cooked meals
are being made and will be distributed to families on October 24. The “freezable” meals are being made by members at
their homes and then brought to the church. She indicated she has been given the information for 20 families with a need
and will each be getting food delivered to them by some of our members.
Choir -- No report
Memorial Committee -- No report
Youth Group -- No report
Sunday School -- No report
Janitor -- No report
Office Staff -- No report
Joint Parish Council Report -Keith indicated that there were two primary discussion topics -- concerned the Pastor’s compensation and the percentage
that each congregation contributes. Previously this was mostly determined by the number of baptised and confirmed
members, as well as the weekly attendance for each of the churches. Since Attendance could not be determined due to
COVID-19, it was decided that no change should be made to the percentages.
Old Business -A.
Carpet update -- detailed in the WELCA Report
B.
Church Services / Sunday School - Prior to the Council Meeting, Keith had forwarded the message from Bishop
Laurie Skow-Anderson recommending that in-person services not be held at this time due to COVID-19. It was noted that
earlier today, Governor Evers indicated that Wisconsin and especially this area is at the Very High Level for COVID-19
and issued Emergency Order #3 limiting public gatherings to no more than 25 percent of a room or building’s total
occupancy. A discussion of possible options followed. It was noted that those who do not feel comfortable to attend inperson services will continue to be able to view the live stream services. Everyone indicated that we would like to hold the
in-person in building services and agreed that things had gone well during the service on October 4; however if things
change adjustments may need to be made. Pastor said Strum had been successful because everyone knew the
guidelines before they entered the church. The guidelines include: everyone must wear a mask, hand sanitizer must be
readily available, no passing of the offering plates or communion supplies, and entrance through one door and exit
through another. While entrance and exit into the sanctuary would need to be through the same door would be necessary,
the other guidelines should apply. The need for masks was discussed at length. It was noted that singing during the
services would be okay, although several Council members said singing more than two verses often became problematic.
Pastor will make adjustments. Lindsey said that she and Kellen plan to purchase and donate a radio transmitter to the
church. Hopefully it will be set up by October 25, so if they choose to, people can stay in their cars and listen to the
service from in the parking lot. Lindsey made a motion that as of October 11, the 8:30 services in-person in the building be
held in the sanctuary with the guidelines posted. Masks will be available and required. Stephanie will note who attends
each service and the records maintained for future use as needed. Stephanie seconded and the motion passed. It was
noted that if someone who has attended a church service tests positive for COVID-19, then the Pastor and congregation
should be notified and church services and Sunday School would need to be shut down for 2 or 3 weeks.
C.
First Communion -- This service will be held on Nov. 1st with each family unit coming separately to the bottom of
the stairs. Family members will then hand the student the bread and wine.

D.
Room Dividers/ Curtains -- tabled
E.
Printer / Copier -- Keith shared an email from Crystal Johnsonsaying there had been numerous problems with
the printers which fortunately her son Heath had sometimes been able to fix. She said the Paper Drawer no longer works,
but the By-Pass Tray does and that there frequently are miscommunication problems between the computer (or any
bluetooth-enabled equipment) and the printer. She noted that she had not ordered toner lately and the printer does not
seem to work with WiFi. A discussion about possibly leasing new equipment,having a TCC representative visit to try to
make repairs, checking with local businesses to see if anyone would like to donate one to the church for a tax deduction,
and/or upgrading to a combined printer / copier. Lori made a motion to authorize Crystal and Lindsey to spend up to $500
to purchase a suitable printer for the church. Becky seconded; the motion passed.
F.
Lights in Council Room -- Jim Odness will be handling this.
G.
Outlets on the east wall of the basement -- Becky and Allen discovered that the outlets on the east wall of the
basement are connected to a switch in the kitchen. This means that the switch must be turned on for the outlets to work.
H.
Tuck Pointing -Jurowski working on this and the project should be finished by mid-October. Becky said Allen had
picked up the paint for the Louvers and it was being delivered to Jurowsky.
I.
Riverland Energy-Loss Audit review (Insulation bids and Bat Houses) -- Tabled until the tuck-pointing is finished
and Keith will speak with Jim Odness about the Bat Houses.
J.
On-line Giving - Lindsey is in the process of getting all the necessary paperwork submitted.
K.
God’s Work Our Hands - Becky indicated Nathan Rongstad has offered to provide the equipment to help with
the tree and brush removal at Barbara Hammer’s house once the field has been harvested. Jan said the Youth Group had
expressed a desire to help with this project.
New Business -A.
Monthly Bills to pay
a.) Haukeness Financial Services annual fees
b.) Postage Stamps
c.) AED Defibrillator Pads -- Lindsey indicated these have been purchased and replaced.
d.) Website Renewal Fees [3 years for $54.51]
B. Correspondence - A Thank You note from Sleep In Heavenly Peace for quilt donations was read.
C.
Donations to others in need -- Requests for support had been received from: the Hope Gospel Mission, “Feed
My People,” Evangelical Lutheran Church of America. Becky suggested making a financial contribution to the Mike and
Brandi Wolf family of Strum who have been battling COVID-19. Following discussion, Lori made a motion to make $100
contributions to the Hope Gospel Mission and “Feed My People” and to purchase a $100 gas card which will be given to
the Wolf family. Tim seconded and the motion passed.
D.
Snow Plowing - Becky indicated that Nathan Rongstad is unwilling to commit to doing the snow plowing for the
church this year. After discussion, Keith said he will speak with Bruce Thompson, Becky will speak to Nathan, and Cedric
will speak with Dave Lyngen of the Town of Hale.
E.
Pastor’s salary recommendation from the Joint Parish Council -- Pastor’s compensation was discussed and
tabled.
F.
Normal benevolence to Synod - discussed and tabled.
Next Meeting -- The next Council meeting will be on November 3 at 7 pm.
Adjournment -- Tommy made a motion to adjourn; Cedric seconded; motion passed. The meeting was closed at 9:55
with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Lori Nelson, Recording Secretary

Pastor will be on vacation from November 24th-30th.

Two babies were baptized during private baptism services in October:
Emma Mae Nelson, daughter of Kevin & Tara Nelson. Her sponsors
are Kyle & Gina Monicken and Kellen & Lindsey Nelson.
Hank Dale Holmen, son of Trevor & Maryjane Holmen. His sponsors
are Todd & Bonnie Holmen and Ryan & Crystal Johnson.

Our women have been busy!!
 There were over 20 people that contributed food
(plus the Youth Group contributed) to God’s Work,
Our Hands on Saturday, October 24th. There were 12
helpers that met to package and deliver homemade
meals to over 37 individuals. Food varied from six
varieties of soups, salads, hot dishes, and desserts just to name a few! Thank you
to everyone that played a role in this feeding of our “Neighbors”.
 “Pajama Grandma” – if you are interested in supporting this local cause that
provides pajamas to children in need in our surrounding community, but do not
want to do the shopping, you can donate to the W/ELCA, and they will do the
shopping for you!
 A short Ladies meeting will be held November 8 after church to discuss donations
for our fall missions.
 If your name isn’t in the Ladies book or if you need to make changes to your
contact info or be added to the prayer chain, contact Stephanie.

Lines from LaVerne…..We surely must believe with our whole hearts that God, our Father, wants
us, His children, to live happy lives. He loves us. Jesus came to bring us a more abundant life. Now,
we can have peace of mind and this is the secret of successful living. This peace of mind, an inner
victory for us, comes only from God intimately. Then, the material things of life do not bother us any
longer - we realize that spiritual values are the only real values in life. We all need someone in our
life, that we know will always keep His promises. In our religion we find Christ as our Savior. If you
think negatively about everything, you have no faith in God. Negative thinking leads to failure and
nervousness. Positive thinking will lead you to happy, healthy and abundant living. The positive way
of life is Jesus Christ. Do many Christians let go of their fears and let God handle them? You must
know God is holding us up with His everlasting arms hour after hour. He is our guide. Leave your
troubles with God. Allow God to be your mentor; you will be a healthier, happier, and more confident
person. “I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me,” says Paul. Do you believe this? If
so, apply it! It is so strange so many of us love spending our Sundays with God, but then balk at
having Him as an everyday guest in our homes. When you find Christ, you don’t have to give up
anything good, the wrong things in life give you up. Then you can realize the joy of living. Take for
example the uneducated fisherman God took on. After living with God daily for three years, this poor
fisherman became the writer of a Gospel which revolutionized the world! Christ can take almost
nothing and make it almost everything. The longer we stay away from the adventure of finding Christ,
the longer we miss out on so many of His blessings.
Your Lay Minister,
LaVerne
P.S. Have a great Thanksgiving and thank God each and every day for all of His blessings. Pray
without ceasing. 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 says “In everything give thanks for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus concerning you.” and verse 19: “Quench not the Spirit.”

