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November 5…Daylight Saving Time 
ends on Sunday, November 5, 2am. Fall 
back one hour at the end of daylight saving 
time. 

 

 

THE 
NEWSLETTER 

 

Coming Alongside  

In just a couple of weeks I will be “coming 

alongside” you—the disciples of Jesus Christ of 

Immanuel-Elk Creek United Lutheran Parish. I am 

coming to be your Pastor because the Holy Spirit 

through YOU has called me to accompany you as you walk in this life as disciples of our Lord. This calls to mind the story 

in the Gospel of Luke, chapter 24, where two disciples are walking on their way to their home in Emmaus and a stranger, 

Jesus, comes alongside them and helps them to believe that he is always with them to accompany them on their journey 

through life. As Jesus breaks bread with them, their eyes are suddenly opened to see the presence of Christ. As I “come 

alongside” you, I hope and pray that the presence of Christ will open our eyes to the love, grace and compassion of God 

in our lives.  

I think of this as ACCOMPANIMENT. It means that we are not alone as we walk by faith.  The disciples of Jesus after his 

death find comfort as they gather together struggling to understand what’s suppose to happen after their friend was so 

violently taken from them. They gather together in a room behind locked doors because they are afraid, and find 

ACCOMPANIMENT with each other.  Especially in times of grief and sorrow, being together is absolutely necessary. Two 

of Jesus’ disciples were accompanying each other as they walked to Emmaus. The fishermen, Peter, James, John and 

some of the other disciples go fishing together so they can be with each other. These are some of the episodes of 

ACCOMPANIMENT that the scriptures record of Jesus disciples after his death.  

So it is with little wonder then, that Jesus accompanies them on their journey through their grief and sorrow and on into 

the life he has called them to live as his disciples. --Jesus appears to the disciples behind locked doors and declares God’s 

peace for them and gives them a mission to forgive sins in the world. --Jesus welcomes the disciples to his fish fry on the 

shore after they had caught nothing all night. --Jesus walks along with the two disciples walking to Emmaus and helps 

them to understand the scriptures and breaks bread with them so that their eyes are opened to his ACCOMPANIMENT 

with them.  And even after Jesus ascends into heaven he does not leave them alone.  

Together again in that upper room in prayer, Jesus sends the Holy Spirit upon them with tongues of fire, giving them the 

strength and courage to boldly proclaim the forgiveness of sins to the ends of the earth. They are not left alone. God’s 

Holy Spirit accompanies them on their way. So it is for us as believers and followers of Jesus Christ.  

As I “come alongside” you as your new pastor, a stranger, I hope and pray that the Holy Spirit will direct and guide our 

time together as we walk in prayer, praise, thanksgiving, breaking of the bread, and offering our gifts at the altar; 

because God so loved the world that be gave Jesus to be with us forever. Therefore, as I “come alongside” Immanuel-Elk 

Creek United Lutheran Parish, let us come together in an act of ACCOMPANIMENT with each other, so that, as we learn 

more about each other and the Lord our God, we will enjoy life forever in the company of the saints.       

                                                                                       Pastor Ahles     

 



All Saints Day Service on 

Sunday, November 5 - Oh, 

When the Saints Go Marching 

In and Soon and Very Soon are 

two songs we will sing as a part 

of the All Saints Day Service. A 

special invitation goes out to all 

those who have lost loved ones 

during this past year. An 

invitation is also extended to 

children and youth to march 

with musical instruments to 

these gathering and sending 

songs.  

Blessing for Veterans on 

Sunday, November 12 - A 

prayer of remembrance for 

veterans will be offered on this 

Sunday closest to Veterans Day. 

Special invitation goes to 

veterans! 

 

Blessing for Hunters before 

Deer Season on November 12 

- A blessing of hunters before 

the deer season will be offered 

on the Sunday before the start 

of the deer season gun hunt. A 

special invitation is extended to 

deer hunters to wear orange that 

Sunday! 

The Rev. Valerian Joseph 

Ahles to start November 16.  

Installation will be November 

26, 2pm, at Strum. He and his 

wife Christine have chosen to 

reside in the parsonage at Elk 

Creek. Give the new pastor and 

spouse a warm welcome to the 

congregation, parsonage, and 

parish. 

Immanuel to host 

Thanksgiving Eve Service on 

November 22, 7pm - To be 

sure the whole year is filled 

with thanksgiving. But 

Thanksgiving is designated for 

a special time of praise to God 

for the rich blessings of the past 

year. Come with grateful hearts 

to the area Thanksgiving 

Service hosted this year by 

Strum. 

 

 

Pastor Bolstad to use allotted 

vacation November 6-15 - In 

matters of some urgency, 

contact Pastor Bob Castro of 

Eleva Lutheran at 

715.287.4231, 

elevalc@triwest.net. Pastor Paul 

Oppedahl of Chippewa Falls 

will supply preach on 

November 12.  

Pastoral etiquette for a 

departing pastor - After Pastor 

Bolstad leaves our parish, he 

will not be available to conduct 

or even participate in events 

such as funerals, weddings, 

hospital calls, emergency calls, 

or any other functions normally 

carried out by a pastor.  

Pastor Bolstad to start a new 

assignment on November 16 at 

Northwoods United in Christ 

Lutheran Parish in Prentice, 

Brantwood, Ogema, and 

Westboro. This will bring to a 

total of 9 the number of 

churches served in 2017 and 49 

served since 1980.

 

As Pastor Lowell Bolstad leaves us, we thank him for his 
spiritual guidance this past year. There will be a reception 

at 3 p.m. at Elk Creek November 5. 

mailto:elevalc@triwest.net


Elk Creek WELCA                                                                                      
10/08/17 

President Jan opened meeting at 9:07 am.   Creed and 
Theme verse were recited.  Devotions by Barb Nelson.  
Stephanie will plan to do November devotions. 

Secretary’s report was read, motion to approve and 
place on file.   Treasurer’s report given:                      
Beginning Balance: $11,783.71, Income: $358.98, 
Expenses $777.94 Ending balance: $11, 364.75.  Motion 
to accept treasurer’s report, and place on file.  

Old Business;   Flooring has been ordered from 
Halama’s.  Alan Rongstad will paint as needed after 
flooring is installed.   Jim Odness to check with people 
to do the floor by the dishwasher as they did not come 
this past week.    

Becky contacted Thomas video, they will transfer 
Sunday School music cassettes to CD’s.  A CD player will 
be purchased for the Sunday School music use. 

The group planning to go to Trempealeau Co. Health 
Care center, for bingo, on 9/26 did not go because of a 
funeral. 

New Business:   Discussion on lunch for Pastor Bolstad’s 
last day.  Should be November 12.  Strum Immanuel will 
be invited.  Hot Beefs, salads and a cake will be served.   
Motion by Tammy and 2 by Crystal to purchase a $25 
Norske Nook gift card for Pastor. 

Combined Circle will be held at church on October 23 at 
6 pm. 

Upcoming calendar events were announced.  Discussed 
the number of shut in’s (20) for cookies in December. 
Will need 3 dozen ea. from those bringing cookies. 

Lavern brought up the need for a microphone at the 
Strum Nursing home when doing church service there.  
Discussion on possible solutions, or possibly Strum 
congregation input.  Could bring to Strum through 
parish council, was taken under advisement. 

Upcoming Bazaar discussed.  Callers to call their people.  
Will have the dessert walk before auction.  Crystal and 
Amber presented a fund raiser/silent auction seen at 
another fundraiser.  They asked if it sounded like a good 
idea to raise money for the parking lot project.  
Progressive bids of one dollar would be made on a 
donated box of items, which would benefit the food 
pantry.   Money raised would go to Parking Lot fund, 

donated items to food pantry. As further explained, it 
sounded like a good idea, and will move forward with it.                                                                       

Stephanie spoke of some very positive information in 
how New Horizons was helping people.  The support 
they offer is very impressive.  A donation of $500.00 is 
given annually to this group 

Request for compassion child birthday gift, motion by 
Tammy, to send $25.00 motion passed.    Whitehall RIF 
money request, will send the usual donation.   Request 
for money from Ruby’s pantry- will not give at this time 
because we give to them as a food pantry, from the 
coffee hour donations.   

Discussed Christmas tree for needy with children (25).  
Could also sponsor a backpack for Foster Kids in 
addition to those supplied from Sheriff’s dept. 

Mary Dubiel clarified money for shipping of the quilts 
made.  Motion by Tammy to give the money not spent 
on making quilts (from quilt fund) to assist with shipping 
of the quilts. Motion passed. 

Discussion on organization of groups for next year’s 
book.  Decided to keep 2 large and 4 small, but give the 
large group a name, and small group number to make it 
less confusing.  Also find out peoples preferred phone 
number and call or text.  Group to have a caller and 
someone text.  Will contact newer members for 
preferences. 

Election of Officer’s for 2018 was held.  The following 
were unanimously elected:                                                 
Co-President:  Jan Berg           Co-President:  Stephanie 
Rumstick                                                                                         
Secretary: Barb Fischer            Treasurer:  Lynn Nelson                                                                                                           
Mission Action: Jan Berg                                                                                                                                                       
Nomination Committee:  Debbie Ebert, Lindsey Nelson, 
& Amber Radatz                                                                       
Altar Committee: Donna Kehrmeyer & Stephanie 
Rumstick                                                                                        
Auditors:  Brandi Berg & Barb Howard                                                                                                                                
Quilting Chairpersons:  Mary Dubiel & Jean 
Schermetzler                                                                               
Librarian/Historian:    open position 

Offering was taken, meeting closed with Lord’s Prayer     
Meeting adjourned at 1018. 

Barb Fischer, Secretary 



November 5 - Donna 
Kehrmeyer and her son Bart 
Schley will be sharing their 
mission trip to Guatemala. A 
light lunch will be provided 
after church with the 
presentation to follow. 

 

 

Special Parking Lot Fundraiser 

Bruce & Rosanne Thompson have 

generously donated a 10 full cord, 

hardwood firewood of 8’ logs to be 

raffled. Free delivery within 30 

miles. There are only 100 raffle 

tickets! Once all are sold, we will 

have the drawing. Money earned 

will go towards the new church 

parking lot. 

Elk Creek WELCA – Special Meeting 10-15-17 

A brief special meeting was held after the church service to 

discuss the purchase of new appliances and a stair lift for the 

parsonage.  Motion was made by Tammy and 2nd by Crystal to 

give up to $6000.00 towards the purchase of a stove, 

refrigerator, stacking washer and dryer and a stair lift.  Multiple 

resources were being looked at for the purchase of these items.   

Cost of stair lift would be $3000 -3400 for a refurbished model. 

Looking to provide a meal each day for the first week of their 

move to the parsonage.  A signup sheet will be put out for this.  

Some thought they could assist with unpacking if they would like 

the help. 

Quilt raffle tickets are also available to sell for the bazaar.   

Meeting closed. 

 
October  09, 2017 Congregational Council Meeting 

 

Meeting was called to order at 7:0 p.m. by President Steve Ebert. 

Members present were Jim Odness, Steve Ebert, Bruce 

Thompson, Pastor Lowell Bolstad, Stephanie Rumstick, Keith 

Nelson, Brandi Berg, Lynn Nelson, Kevin Eid and Ryan Johnson 

Pastor Lowell led us in devotion with reading from Colossians 

emphasizing getting a new pastor may include new volunteers, 

changes in keeping in mind God’s purpose 

Treasurer's Report provided by presented by Brandi Berg 

 Checking Account - $14,528.92               

 Building Fund Checking - $8064.35 

 2020 General Fund - $30,254.54    

 Building Fund CD 2 - $13,561.08 

 Church Savings- $5,715.99  

 Memorial Fund - $3,028.34 

Motion to approve the treasurer’s report was made by Jim; 2
nd

 

Bruce; motion approved.  

Secretary's report for September Congregational Meeting was 

read by Jim Odness; motion to approve as amended made by 

Stephanie 2
nd

 Kevin; motion approved.  

Pastor’s Report 

 Pastor Lowell said there are three students in 

confirmation and a lot of children at Sunday school. 

 He emphasized the importance of a smooth transition to 

Valerian. He suggested a survival kit for Valerian. 

 He filed a report with the synod and sent a copy to 

Valerian regarding pastoral boundaries 

 Boundaries regarding former pastors, lengthy discussion 

held. 

 Discussion of synod input with Valerian’s installment  

 Reminded council of Training on October 14 Luther Park 

titled  

Immanual/Elk Creek Lutheran Parish 

You are cordially invited 

Installation service for 

Pastor Valerian Ahles 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Strum, WI 

November 26, 2017, 2:00 p.m. 

Dinner reception after the service. 

RSVP to wagener@tcc.coop 



 

 

Saturday, November 4, 9 am-

6pm.  Join us for a day of crafting at 

your chosen craft, whether that is 

scrapbooking, cardmaking, quilting, 

knitting, cross stitch, painting—

whatever you craft stash allows! Your 

donation of $20 gets you into our 

event and a designated space for you 

to do your thing, snacks, beverages, a 

noon meal and dessert. 

You can also purchase tickets for 

our raffle doorprizes which will total 

over $250! ALL money collected this 

day goes to Alzheimer’s research. 

Enjoy fun and fellowship with us! 

Contact Lynn Nelson or Lindsey 

Nelson to reserve your spot. 

Craft for a Cure 

EPIC: Effective Practices in Church Councils. 

 Pastor shared that Pastor Valerian Ahles will likely start mid-November. 

WELCA  

 Voting with new officers elected including Jan Berg and Stephanie 

continuing as co-presidents. 

 Ladies planning a farewell for Lowell, with date to be confirmed 

 Donna and Bart will be presenting after church service on November 5. 

Parish Secretary Update 

 Everything is going well with Crystal, 14.5 hours worked during 

September. 

Old Business 

1. Property taxes for the parsonage 

2. Osseo Plastics has not redone the floor in the dishwasher area, Jim will 

be contacting them again.  

3. TV & video training for more members so when weddings, funerals etc, 

need to be set up it can be done. 

4. Ryan agreed to chair the committee for the driveway 

paving. 

5. Amazon business account has been set up, card ordered.  

New Business  
 

1. Letter from Valerian and he is very excited to begin his 

service with us. 

2. Installation service scheduled for November 26, at 

Immanuel Church in Strum, with service planned for 

2:00 p.m. 

3. Jessica will be moved out of the parsonage by end of 

October. 

4. Bring deposit to Brandi if we don’t deposit it. 

5. Questions and discussion regarding repairs to the 

parsonage prior to Pastor Ahles and his wife moving in. 

Minor repairs, installing a chair lift to the second floor, 

new appliances and moving the washer and dryer to the 

main level. Jim made a motion to move forward with 

these updates to the parsonage, Lynn 2
nd

 motion 

approved 

Motion to adjourn made by Ryan, 2
nd 

by Kevin: Motion 

approved. Meeting adjourned at 9:25. We closed with the Lord’s 

Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted by Linda Odness, Recording Secretary. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all 
Thrivent 
Members that 
have directed their 
“Choice Dollars” 

Memorials in memory of 

Janet Kindschy 
*Elk Creek Lutheran Church 

Memorial Fund $500 

*Elk Creek Women of the 

ELCA-Sew and Sews $500 

*Elk Creek Cemetery 

Association  $720 

*Alzheimer’s Association-For 

Research  $500 

 

 



to the church! 
 
 
 
 
 
Lines from LaVerne…Remember the man at the pool, when he told Jesus that he didn’t have anyone to put him 

into the pool? He had come to the place in his life where he dwelt more on what couldn’t happen than on what could 
happen. More on what wasn’t possible, than on what was possible. The same thing happens to people today when 
facing the opportunity for blessing. Some of us have become like the man at the pool, impossible thinkers. We miss out 
on so much when we respond, “It just won’t happen because.” Choosing to hope is a choice for blessings. I hope you are 
ready to make this choice. Help us to remember that God has chosen us for blessings. May we experience freedom and 
security that comes from knowing God has chosen us. Our lives are not dependent on the approval and acceptance of 
others but only on God. Thank you God for blessing us. God created us with particular needs that create a longing within 
us for His touch on our lives. Without God’s touch on our lives we remain forever unsatisfied. God’s blessings are life’s’ 
most precious possessions. To be a blessed person is to know, feel and relish God’s affirmation and reassurance, 
acceptance and approval. It is the experience of being chosen and cherished, valued, and enjoyed. We all need blessings 
desperately. It is the one great need we all share. There is no lasting joy without it. With it we become winsome and 
free. Without it we become willful and fearful. It is the one thing people most need from us, but the one thing we 
cannot give until we have received it. Life’s most precious possessions. Your spiritual blessings in Christ are secure and 
constant. (John 3:16) You are blessed with a loving relationship with God (John 1:12). You aren’t always obedient to God, 
but if you have received God’s grace through faith in Christ, you are always blessed. (Ephesians 2:8-9) You are already 
blessed by being in Christ. 
P.S. Remember to pray; the line is never busy. 
    Your Lay Minister, 
     LaVerne 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday, November 13 the Chippewa Valley Caregiving Alliance will be hosting its 15th Annual Caregiver Town 
Hall Meeting “The Ingredients of Happiness” from 3:30 pm-8:00 pm at Peace Lutheran Church, 501 East 
Filmore Avenue in Eau Claire. 
This year’s event will feature motivational speaker, licensed professional counselor and former local teacher, 
Tom Kidd who will address 12 things happy people do differently to acquire happiness, and the correlation 
between happiness, your attitude, and your overall gratitude. Attendees will also have the opportunity to 
explore local caregiving options, obtain caregiving resources and talk with experts and others who are going 
through the journey of caregiving while learning to live more happily! 

Ladies…Please notify Crystal if there are any changes that need to be made to the Ladies’ 

Book. Please let us know your preferred method of contact (call, text, email) for work groups 

and updated phone numbers. E-mail Crystal at elkcreekchurch@gmail.com or call/text 

(406)480-0729. 

85th Annual Lutefisk Dinner & Supper 

Saturday, November 4 

Serving 11 am-7 pm 

Blair Lutheran Church 

Love Lights 
Reserve holiday tree lights in memory of or in honor of a 

special person in your life on the Tri-County Love Light Tree. 

Lights may be purchased for $3 each, $28 for 10 lights or 

$70 for 25 lights. 

Also available are four tree-top stars at $150 each. 

Deadline is November 27. 

mailto:elkcreekchurch@gmail.com


This event is free and open to the public. Walk-ins are welcome, but reservations are needed to secure your 
meal. Please call the Aging and Disability Resource Center of Eau Claire County at (715) 839-4735 or register 
online at www.adrcevents.org by Thursday, November 8. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Come join us for an entertaining evening of bidding, buying and blessings! 

Friday, November 3 at 7:30 pm. All sorts of new items are accepted for 
the auction and country store. Baking, crafts, themed baskets, 
handmade, one-of-a-kind pieces are loved!  Please have items to church 
by noon. Country store opens and dessert walk begins at 7 pm. 

Serving:   Country Store-Lg Group 1, Lunch-Lg Group 2  
 

 Fall Bazaar 

 

Elk Creek Lutheran Church 
W16366 County Road OO 
Osseo, WI  54758 

 

http://www.adrcevents.org/

