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Lutefisk Supper details: 
  

Income: 
 Tickets   $7,120  
 Monetary donations $662 
 Quilt Tickets   $146 
 Surplus food sold   $490 
 
 Total Income  $8,418 
 
 

 
 

We were very fortunate to obtain a Thrivent grant for $250 and numerous donations which 
brought down our expenses. Our profit is over $4,965.26 as money for leftover food is still 

coming in. Tips of $367 went directly to Youth Group. 
A big THANK YOU to the congregation for all the supplies bought for the supper!   

 

Easter plant order form is at the end of the newsletter. 

 

HAVe you been looking for a way 

to contribute to our Mission 

Projects?

March we will be collecting Cloth Diapers 

 

Expenses: 
 Supplies  $298.54 

Meatballs $963 (plus $125 donated gift 

card) 

 Lutefisk  $1,547 (plus $250 Thrivent) 

 Lefse   $592.20 

 Ad-Delite Ad $52 

 Total Expenses  $3,452.74 

 

$60 has been directed to Elk Creek Lutheran Church from our 

members. Thank you for your contributions. 

 



 

Lenten Service Schedule: 

A Lenten Midweek Series: Sing with All the Saints in Glory 
Overview 

Lent is a time of renewal. We focus on the death and resurrection of Jesus—and in turn 

focus on our own death and resurrection found in baptism. We who have been baptized 

into Christ have died to sin and are righteous saints of God. At the same time, we know 

that we struggle daily with sin as we seek to follow Jesus. This is the wonderful Lutheran 

understanding of sinner and saint. 

We have a rich calendar of saints in the Lutheran tradition—Christians from every age who 

have pointed to Christ in their living and dying. In remembering these Christians who have 

gone before, we find inspiration  for our Christian journey. This Lenten midweek series 

honors the commemorations that occur during the weeks in Lent in 2023. Commemorating 

these individuals is a starting point for a deeper engagement with our Christian faith. 

 

*Week 1 – March 1st: Inheritance of Faith 
George Herbert; John Wesley and Charles Wesley                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                      
*Week 2 – March 8th: Perseverance with Endurance                                                                 

Perpetua and Felicity; Harriet Tubman and Sojourner Truth                                                               

                                                                                                                                
*Week 3 – March 15th: Faithful in Prayer                                                                                  

Gregory the Great; Patrick                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                

*Week 4 – March 22nd: Striving for Justice                                                                                          
Joseph; Oscar Romero                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                 
*Week 5 – March 29th: Dying and Rising with Christ                                                                              

Hans Nielsen Hauge; John Donne 
 

*Lenten Service Worship Time - 5:00pm Followed by a light supper. 

 

April 2 – Palm Sunday 

April 6 – 7 pm Maundy Thursday (at Immanuel) 

April 7 – 5 pm Good Friday at Elk Creek 

April 9 – 8:30 am Easter Sunday Service 

 

Youth Recharge Event at Luther Park on March 24-25! 
Contact Jessica Berg for more info. 



Lent – In Between Time 

     We are now moving between Winter and Spring. As the sun spends more time in the sky 

during the day, the snow begins to melt and temperatures begin to warm. On the other 

hand, Winter still wants to hold on to its grip by sending country-wide storms causing 

travel difficulties, cancellations, and school and church closings. We just experienced this a 

few days ago. Still, we know that it won’t be long before the snow melts and the earth 

warms and brings forth new life, a carpet of fresh green. This is our, “In between time”.   

     Lent is “in between” time. It is that season between Epiphany and Holy Week, between 

Jesus’ transfiguration and our shouts of “Hosanna!” on Palm Sunday and “Crucify him!” on 

Good Friday, as Jesus enters into Jerusalem. It is “in-between” time, forty days in which 

we, like Israel and Jesus before us, are called into the wilderness to prepare for something 

new: The promise of resurrection and everlasting life with God.  

     We may be reluctant to go. This “in-between time” can be a disconcerting place of 

blinding snows, heightened senses, and heavy thoughts. As the earth warms dry bones of 

birds and animals dot the landscape and people are laid to rest in cemeteries. The tempter 

awaits us as our feet sink like lead into shifting snows and flooding rivers. Yet, it is here, in 

this “in-between time”, that God leads us in these 40 days. Here, on risky, challenging, 

sacred ground, Jesus meets us. The “in-between time” of Lent, is our destination and our 

way ahead. It is the stark landscape where we confront the most painful parts of ourselves, 

where we face our weaknesses, limitations, and failures. Here, we get to listen to the 

beating of our hearts away from the noise and business of our lives. It is the path to 

newness, our way to the Promised Land. The journey from ashes, to palm branches, to the 

Cross, to the Resurrection is not easy, but we do not make it alone. Barren wastes become 

green pastures, rocks release cascades of fresh water, and the Spirit of God stirs dry bones 

to dancing. Therefore, during this “in between time” of Lent, pray from Psalm 30: 

“Hear, O Lord, and be merciful to me! O Lord, be my helper! You have turned for me 

my mourning into dancing; you have loosed my sackcloth and clothed me with 

gladness, that my heart may sing your praise and not be silent. O Lord my God, I 

will give thanks to you forever!” (Psalm 30:10-12) 

                                                                                               Pastor Ahles 

  

March’s class at church: 

How to Use Your Phone Camera to the fullest ( + Photo Management) 

Thursday, March 23 at 5:30 pm 

Contact Crystal to RSVP – call/text (406)480-0729 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Elk Creek Lutheran Church Council Meeting -- February 7, 2023 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Ryan Johnson at 7:10 PM.  Members present 
were: Pastor Valerian Ahles, Jan Berg, Brian Christopherson, Ryan Johnson, Dave Lyngen, 
Anson McCune, Lori Nelson, Stephanie Rumstick, Bruce Thompson, and Mark Blabec (via 
Zoom). 
Devotions and Prayer -- Pastor began with Deuteronomy 30 : 15-20. Moses spoke to his 
followers on the way to  the promised land about the difficulties facing them. God has set us free 
and while many complain along the way and we will sometimes fail, but God is with us – helping 

us along the way. We need to love God, to walk in God’s ways, and to keep God’s commandments. These are a way to 
remain faithful, to mark religious identity, and to respond to God. We are to love God with our whole selves, follow God’s 
voice and keep his commandments. This is the way to life, not death. 
Secretary’s Report -- It was noted that the Secretary’s Report for January of 2023 and the Special Council Meetings had 
been sent to each of the Council members electronically, corrections made, and they had been approved prior to it being 
printed in the February Newsletter.  
Election of Officers – Following discussion Dave Lyngen was nominated to be the Vice-President and Lynn Nelson was 
nominated to the office of Co-Treasurer with Anson McCune. Brian made a motion to pass a unanimous ballot; Bruce 
seconded; and the motion passed. It was noted that Ryan Johnson will remain as the President of the Church Council and 
Lori Nelson will remain as the Secretary for the Council. The fact that Anson McCune will join Ryan Johnson in 
representing the Church Council on the Joint Parish Council. Tammy Danenberg and Pam Johsnon also represent the 
church on the Joint Parish Council.   
Financial Report -- was presented by Anson with information provided by Haukeness Financial Service. Brian made a 
motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented; Stephanie seconded; and the motion passed.  
Elk Creek Lutheran Church Account 

 
 General Checking Account -  $ 38,786.22 

 General [2050 Fund] Savings Account - $ 38,899.57 

 Building Fund Checking -  $ 9,363.98 

 Memorial Fund -  $ 4,136.78 
 

Joint Parish Financial Accounts 
Assets    Elk Creek  Immanuel  Total 
Beginning Balance -   $        0.00  $         0.00  $         0.00  
Deposits & Interest - $ 7.139.71  $ 10,929.57  $ 18,069.28  
Payments -   $ 3,566.96  $   5,350.43  $   8,917.39  
Liabilities & Equity -  $ 3,572.75  $   5,579.14  $   9,151.89  
Ending Balance - $ 3,572.75  $   5,579.14  $   9,151.89  
 
Pastor’s Report --  
Pastor conducted 5 worship services. He attended 3 Coffee Fellowships while selecting Hymns. He provided Holy 
Communion to 13 parishioners during visits to shut-ins and at area nursing homes. He had 4 additional home visits. He 

Council Meeting is 
Tuesday, March 7 

at 7 p.m. 
 

Sunday School News 
March 5 - Sunday School at 9:45 am 

March 12 – Children’s Choir sings during 8:30 am 

service (Food pantry collection) / Sunday School 

at 9:45 am 

March 19 - Sunday School at 9:45 am 

March 26 - Sunday School at 9:45 am 

 



met with the Confirmation class 3 times and conducted the Affirmation of Baptism of Blake and Bryssa Johnson. Pastor 
attended the Dairyland Conference Pastor’s Text Studies on Zoom. He attended the NWWS Synod – Winter Theological 
Conference at Luther Park on Jan. 23. He baptized Jack Trevor Holmen and had a wedding prep.meeting with Deb Ebert 
and Daniel Schimanski in advance of their April 29 ceremony. He led a service at the Dove Nursing Home on Feb. 5 and 
services at the Gundersen Tri-County Care Center on Jan. 5 & 26. He met with Matt Weaver as a mentor for his Lay 
School Ministry classes. He participated in the Whist / Euchre Game Night and attended the Church’s Annual Meeting on 
Jan. 29. Up-coming events include the Lutefisk & Meatballs Dinner on Feb. 18 and the Ash Wednesday and the beginning 
of Lent on Feb. 22. He will be participating in the Round Robin of area ministers for the Lenten Service which will begin at 
5 PM a light supper following the service. Pastor Ahles’ Office Hours at Elk Creek are generally from 8:30 - 12:30 on 
Wednesday mornings. Pastor Ahles can be reached at [cell] 533-0939 or [parsonage] 694-2427. 
WELCA Report -- Jan indicated that preparations are being made for the Lutefisk & Meatballs Dinner on Feb. 18. Lori 
noted that the group recently donated 11 books to each of the Public Libraries in Osseo, Strum, and Whitehall. 
Memorial Committee -- It was noted that the Memorial Committee has approved the installation of new lighting in the 
basement which is being donated in memory of Michael Nelson.  
Choir, Youth Group, Sunday School, and Office Staff -- No reports 
Joint Parish Council Report -- The Joint Parish Council will be meeting at Elk Creek on 
Feb. 21 at 6:30 PM. It was noted that a new Joint Parish Council President will need to 
be chosen as Tom Wagner is no longer on the Council. 
Old Business --  

 Lighting – Ryan indicated that Jacobson Electric will be installing new lights in 
the basement dining room, classrooms, and hallway. They will probably be 
starting this week and will be done by Feb. 16. Kevin Nelson plans to meet 
with those attending Coffee to discuss the plans. 

 Shelving in the Council Room – Lori spoke to Jim Odness and he has agreed 
to build the shelves once the weather gets warmer so he can work in his 
workshop.  

 Water Problems – As noted at the Annual Meeting, filters have been installed 
under the sinks in the island in the kitchen. Installing a filter under the extra 
sink in the kitchen was discussed. It was noted that it is used primarily for 
filling pots with hot water, so it isn’t needed at this time since the hot water is 
filtered through the hot water heater.  

 Insurance – Discussion was tabled until the March 7 meeting since Fred Ackley was unable to attend this 
meeting. 

 Septic Pumping – It was noted that it was done last summer, so we will wait to pump it again before the 2024 
Lutefisk and Meatballs Dinner. 

New Business --   
 Sound System – Ryan was notified that there has been a lot of static coming through the church’s sound system. 

Jim Odness told Ryan that the last time we had problems, we worked with Speed of Sound from Eau Claire 
and he recommended working with them again. Ryan will contact Mike from Speed of Sound to have them look 
at our system. 

 Propane Test – Ryan said that Chippewa Valley Energy had come to the church to do a pressure test on the 
propane test. The system checked out just fine. 

 On-Demand Water Heater – Ryan indicated that since the On-Demand Water Heater is no longer being used, 
perhaps it could be disconnected, and put up for sale. The Council directed Ryan to look into doing this. It was 
noted that following the disconnection it would be necessary to have another propane pressure test. 

 Custodian – Ashley Wesner has indicated an interest in taking on the job of cleaning the church. This is okay 
with Lindsey Nelson who has been serving as the custodian. Lindsey said she would be willing to train Ashley 
and/or her crew, as well as possibly serving as a sub for her if necessary. It was noted that Ashley’s rate is $25. 
Following discussion, Lori was directed to check into locating the job description and possibly getting it 
updated. She will give that information and he or they will meet with Ashley before the March Council Meeting. 

 Bills – Anson presented the following bills:  Osseo Plumbing ($ 229.75) for installing the filters under the kitchen 
sinks; Crystal ($ 63.00) for stamps; Chippewa Valley Energy ($ 830.24); Remember When ($ 15.00) for 
boutineers at the Affirmation of Baptism ceremony; Allen Rongstad ($ 8.96) for a new basement thermostat; 
Haukeness Financial Service ($ 200.00) for the Joint Parish accounting. Brian made a motion to pay the 
presented bills; Dave seconded; and the motion passed.  

 Thank Yous & Donations – Thank yous for donations from Lutheran Social Services and Luther Park Bible 
Camp were read. There were no donation requests. 

 Thrivent – Information has been provided detailing how our investments are doing. It was also provided at the 
Annual Meeting. 

 Dividend – A dividend check of $20.71 was received from Eau Claire Oil. 

 



Next Meeting -- The next Council meeting will be on March 7 at 7 PM. 
Adjournment -- Anson made a motion to adjourn; Jan seconded; motion passed. The meeting was closed at 8:10 
PM  with the Lord’s  Prayer. 
Respectfully submitted by Lori Nelson, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

WELCA Elk Creek                                                                                              

2/12/23  9:42 am 

Meeting opened by President Jan.  Secretary’s report read, motion to 

accept by Tammy, 2nd by Debbie, motion passed.  Treasurer report given 

January Income $4055.00, Expenses $307.16, Ending Balance $9252.32,  

Savings unchanged $1456.44.  Report was accepted and placed on file. 

Old Business: 

 Water filter has been added under the island with sinks in the kitchen and seems to be working well.                                                                                                                                                          

Tammy is working on a Job Description for Janitor, with a checklist of things to be done.  Will also define items 

needing attention Spring/Fall, monthly, weekly, etc.                                                  .                                            

 Worker signup for the Lutefisk Dinner was reviewed – will have 3 long tables for seating, discussion on starting 

the meatballs at 7 am on Saturday.                                                                                                                              

Donation of Books (11) to the Osseo Library have been delivered. 

New Business: 

 Discussion on Palm Sunday (4/2) Pancake Breakfast- Youth will not be doing this as a fundraiser this year.  Ladies 

will do egg bakes with muffins.  Tammy will get some muffins and orange Juice from Sam’s Club. 

 Lions Club dinner (4/3) Lori, Tammy, and Barb offered to cook and serve for this date. 

 Request to do a meal for Retired Educators in August, thought to do a salad luncheon with desserts for this 

event. 

 Becky requests permission to order a new deposit stamper from Ad Delite- old one has broken. Motion by Lori 

to replace, 2nd by Stephanie, motion passed. 

 Given the large balance in the checking account there was discussion to give a donation to Feed My People for 

assistance combatting local hunger.  Motion by Tammy, to give $500.00 2nd by Rosanne.  Further discussion on 

unpaid school lunch balances-  Jan will make a call to the schools to check on this.  Motion amended by Tammy 

to include $100.00 for each school (4) towards this (schools of Whitehall, Independence, Osseo and Eleva 

Strum).   

Thank You received for recent donations were read and will be placed on the bulletin board.  Also, a Thank You for 

Christmas cookies was received from Leonard Robinson.   

Motion to adjourn by Tammy 2nd by Lori, passed.  Meeting closed with Offering and Lord’s Prayer at 10:37 am.                                                

 

 



 

Lines from LaVerne…..  What does it mean to be baptized into Christ? “For as many of you as 
have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ” from Galatians 3:27. To “put on Christ” 
means we are intimately linked with the Lord Jesus. We are so intimately linked that we 
become His, and all he is becomes ours. Goodness, kindness, meekness, and gentleness 
belong to none of us by nature. These were the qualities of Jesus. These qualities become 
ours as well when we are baptized.  
Being baptized into Christ, we can stand by our faith before the judgment seat of God, 
knowing that our Savior gave His life for our sins. So reassuring for us. Sometimes we have 
the best intentions to do the right thing, and it turns out to be the wrong thing. Try as we 
might, sometimes it seems we cannot rid ourselves of evil. Desire gives birth to sin. We are 
by nature sinful people. The old devil has no power over Christ, so he’ll have no power over 
us. “I am baptized unto Christ.“ 
I am baptized into Christ. The sin and death we carry are now within His grave and lies 
buried. By grace I’m dead to sin, now by grace, we stand here on earth, but our citizenship is 
in heaven. We are just on our journey, walking each other home. We were redeemed with the 
holy blood and precious blood of his son, so that we might live under him in his kingdom and 
serve him an everlasting righteousness in a sense and blessedness. He got rid of all our sins 
with his own precious blood. Remember this love of His for us. Honor and glorify Him always. 
Keep your faith and do not forget the good qualities you received when you were baptized. 
God is love. PS be a positive thinker 
 

Your Lay Minister, 
       LaVerne  
 

 
 

Joint parish Council Meeting of Immanuel & Elk Creek Lutheran Churches - 2/21/23 
Members present: Bob Schlink, Tammy Danenberg, Kris Husby, Pastor Ahles, Ryan Johnson, 
Camille Skoug, David Berge, Anson McCune, Pam Johnson, and Past President Tom Wagener.  
 
Meeting was called to order at 6:38 pm. 
 
Pastor led us in devotions from Jeremiah, Chapter 29. “Remember to call upon the Lord and he will hear us. If 
we seek him with our whole heart he will be with us.”  He then led us in prayer. 
 
Secretary's report was previously approved via email. 
 
Pastor’s Report -. We have come through many struggles and joys together and thankfully   some of the Covid 
19 concerns have subsided which allowed us to meet in person for Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s 
events. We have weathered the storm and can move forward with grace. Since the last meeting Pastor has 
attended the NWWS Winter Theological Gathering; taken 12 days of vacation; baptized 3 babies; taught 



confirmation classes with 15 young people and confirmed 2 students, sung with 3 choirs, attended a Youth 
Lock in event with Eleva Lutheran Church, provided entertainment for Elk Creek’s Lutefisk & Meatball dinner, 
attended two annual meetings and led worship services. He reminded us of upcoming events including the 
Lenten Round Robin where the theme will be “Sing with All the Saints in Glory,” 
 Luther Recharge Event at Luther Park, Continuing Pastor’s Education event at Wartburg Seminary and 
Confirmation Day of April 15th. 
 
New Parish Council Members were introduced and welcomed: Anson McCune (EC - 3 Year); David Berge (IL - 
3 year); Pam Johnson (EC 1 year). Contact information was updated for all Parish Council members. 
 
Elections were held for Parish Council Officer positions. Kris Husby was elected president, Ryan Johnson  - 
Vice President and Tammy Danenberg - Secretary. 
 
We reviewed Parish Council duties and officer duties. 
Announcements:  

 Thank you card was read from Trempealeau County Food Pantry for our donation following the Parish 
Picnic in June. 

 
Financial Report  

 Total Ending Balance as of January 31st - $9,151.89 
 Elk Creek Balance - $5,579.14 
 Immanuel Balance - $3,572.75. 

Motion to approve by Camille, 2nd by Pam, Approved 
 
Old Business 

 Checked on cost for supply Pastor which is $200 and mileage. 
 Set up a check signing resolution for CCF Bank. Kris and Ryan were selected as check signers. Motion 

to approve by Tammy, 2nd by Anson, approved.  
 Motion to approve Haukeness as our bookkeeper by Anson, second by David, approved. 
 Set date for upcoming Joint Parish Picnic as June 11th at 10:30 am at Stoddard Park in Osseo. 
 Reviewed 2023 budget; no adjustments at this time. 

 
New business 

 Set up a 2023 Parish Calendar which will be posted in both churches and in the Newsletters as well. 
 Confirmed Lenten times as 5 pm at Elk Creek with Light supper to follow; Immanuel with a 6 pm supper 

with service at 7 pm. 
 Confirmed Thanksgiving Eve Service will be at Eleva Lutheran this year. 
 Reminder that in June we will switch service times to Immanuel at 8:30 and Elk Creek at 10:30. Church 

with the early service finds a supply Pastor when needed. 
 Parish Council meetings will now be on the third Tuesday of the selected month so that both councils 

will have met before then. 
 The June Meeting date for Parish Council will be June 20th at 6:30 pm at Immanuel. 

 
Council offered a big Thank You to Tom Wagener for all his years of service to the Parish Council. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Bob, second by Anson,We adjourned at 7:35 pm. 
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tammy Danenberg 
Parish Council Secretary.  



The Annual Meeting was called to order by President Ryan Johnson at 10:00 AM on January 29, 2023. There were 39 
people in attendance. 
 

Prayer 
Pastor led us in a prayer.  
 

Pastor’s Report was presented by Pastor Ahles 
 Ryan Johnson took over as President of the Church Council. 

 Over the course of the year, there were 7 Baptisms (Cecilia Louise Peterson, David Gene Berg, Jase Edward 
Nelson, Bo Kenneth Berg, Brinsley River Trainor, Beau David Peterson, and Brock Spencer Pederson); 3 
students (Charlie Johnson, Emma Johnson, and Jocelyn Franson) celebrated their First Communion; Ashley 
Johnson and David Wesner were united in marriage; and funerals were held for 2 members – John Harlen 
Larson and Conrad Adam Garthus. Meanwhile, 3 students participated in Confirmation classes and Sidney & 
Sarah Peterson and their children Menphis, Cora, & Cecelia Peterson and Wyatt Holubar became new 
members of the church. 

 The Lutefisk Dinner was held in February as a drive through / pick-up event. The Lenten services were conducted 
as part of a Pastoral Round Robin with a light supper before each service. A Joint Parish Worship event with 
Immanuel of Strum was held at Stoddard Park on June 4. On November 23, Elk Creek hosted a Community 
Thanksgiving Service which featured the Choirs of Elk Creek, Immanuel, and Eleva Lutheran Church. 

 The women of the congregation were thanked for their efforts in aiding those in need locally, nationally, and 
around the world. A special mention was made to those who have been working with the children and youth of 
the church to help them make Jesus a cornerstone of their lives. 

 
Secretary’s Report was not read aloud. Tammy Danenberg made a motion to accept the Minutes from the 2022 Annual 
Meeting as it was printed in the Annual Report. Steve Johnson seconded the motion and it passed. 
 

Treasurer’s Report (General Fund / Building Fund)  was presented and reviewed by Becky Rongstad and Anson 
McCune. They explained specifics and answered questions. 
Total Income for 2022 -- $ 96,839.58 
Total Expenses for 2022 -- $ 91,009.85 
Ending Balance for 2022 -- $ 36,282.08 
Building Fund Checking -- $ 9,363,98 
2050 Fund -- $ 38,899.57 
Memorial Fund -- $ 5,595.78 

Becky indicated that we have contracted with Haukeness Financial Services to handle the accounting for Elk 
Creek Lutheran Church. Karin Back handles Elk Creek’s accounts, as well as the accounts for the Immanuel / Elk Creek 
Lutheran Parish. Becky Rongstad and Anson McCune are authorized to sign checks on the Church’s accounts.   
 

Auditing Committee Report was presented by Tammy Danenberg. She noted that after a minor confusion, the books 
balanced. 
 

Thrivent Report was presented by Jessica Berg. She explained the Investment Reports. 
465 – Thrivent Moderate Conservative Allocation Fund  

– Starting Balance $20,000.00 & Ending Balance $18,027.42 
466 – Thrivent Moderate Allocation Fund – Starting Balance $10,246.20 & Ending Balance $9,280.96 
 
Congregational President’s Report was presented by Ryan Johnson 

 Ryan thanked Lindsey Nelson and Rhonda Koval for their years of service on the Church Council. 

 He thanked all the people who have volunteered their time and efforts to help our church accomplish so much. 

 He indicated that he has been concerned that attendance at church service has been poor and has spoken to the 
Pastor and Council about this. He noted that overall the partnership with Strum Immanuel has been beneficial; 
however there have been areas of concern having to do with the Joint Parish Agreement. Projects completed 
this year include: the curtition in the Council Room, the new stove and the new wall oven in the kitchen, the 
seal-coating of the parking lot, the air conditioner, and furnace. 

 

WELCA Report was presented by Becky Rongstad 
 Becky explained details of the financial report and identified the many donations made by the group.  Beginning 

Balance - $ 3,872.34 ; Income - $ 17,274.21 ; Expenses & Donations - $ 16,142.07 ; with the Ending Balance 
for 2022 - $ 5,004.48. 



 She noted that the remaining cookbooks are available free to anyone who wants one or more. 
 

Elk Creek Choir Report was presented by Lynn Nelson 
Income $ 200.0; Expenses $ 0.00; Ending Balance $ 1,392.77. 
 

Memorial Committee Report was furnished by Roseanne Thompson  
Memorials were given to various church organizations including the cemetery, in memory of the following individuals: 
Conrad Garthus, Jeneen Giacomino, John Larson, Mike Nelson, and Donald Thompson. 
 

Sunday School Report was furnished by Crystal Johnson 
Checking account Beginning Balance - $ 2,786.42 ; Deposits - $ 699.35 ; Expenses - $ 1,155.26 ; 
with the Ending Balance for 2022 - $ 2,330.51. 
 

Youth Group Report was presented by Jessica Berg 
Jessica indicated that the group served a pancake breakfast, participated in a Re-Charge Event at Luther Park, helped 
with the Lent Suppers and the Bazaar, and worked at a Car Wash. They have met monthly and organized and put on the 
Living Nativity. Jessica wanted to thank the parents and grandparents for their support to all of the kids and their projects. 
This year they will be focusing on Bible studies and hope to hold activities that will be more family-oriented (including even 
the younger kids, not just the teens) and will involve the kids from Strum. They also hope to participate in a Re-Charge 
Event. 
Checking account Beginning Balance - $ 7,290.44 ; Gross Income - $ 4,218.53 ; Expenses - $ 1,917.74 ; Net Income - $ 
2,300.79 ; Ending Balance - $ 9,591.23 
 

Cemetery Report was furnished by Allen Rongstad 
The cemetery association and report is from May 2022 -- May 2023. Allen indicated that the Cemetery Association’s 
Annual Meeting will be on May 25 at 7 PM. All are welcome. 
Beginning Balance [5/27/2021] - $ 7,208.85 ; Inflows - $ 12,678.73 ; Outflows - $ 5,925.06 ; Ending Balance [5/26/2021] - 
$ 6,753.67 
 

Immanuel / Elk Creek - United Lutheran Parish Financial Report was presented by Ryan Johnson 
He shared a categorized report of the Parish Shared Expenses including Pastoral compensation, operating (home-related 
bills), benefits, ministry aid, and Pastoral contracts (supply pastors). 
Checking account Beginning Balance - $ 2,786.42 ; Deposits - $ 699.35 ; Expenses - $ 1,155.26 ; 
with the Ending Balance for 2022 - $ 2,330.51. 
Joint Parish Financial Accounts 
Assets Elk Creek Immanuel Total 
Income -  $ 39,729.01 $ 59,592.85 $ 99,321.86  
Expenses - $ 39,735.30 $ 59,602.22 $ 99,337.52  
 

Operating Budget for 2023 was presented by Anson McCune. He indicated that we have been doing well financially and 
we do not anticipate any large expenses in 2023. Following some minor corrections, a final budget of $ 86,809.73 was 
presented. Tammy Danenberg made a motion to approve the General Fund Budget as presented; Steve Johnson 
seconded; Motion passed. 
 

Election of Officers -- the following were presented for election for 2023:  
Council Positions: 

Mark Blabac (3 yrs.) Lori Nelson (3 yrs.) Lynn Nelson (3 yrs.) 
Dave Lyngen (2 yrs.) Anson McCune (2 yrs.) Stephanie Rumstick (2 yrs.) 
Bruce Thompson (2 yrs.) Brian Christopherson (1 yr.) Ryan Johnson (1 yr.) 
WELCA Rep.  Jan Berg 
During the February Council Meeting, all office positions will be voted on.  Officer positions including President, Vice-
President, Secretary, Financial Secretary, and Treasurer. All other members will be Members at Large. 

WORSHIP Appointed Positions 
Memorial Secretary : Roseanne Thompson (1 yr.) 
Memorial Committee : Barb Fischer (2 yrs.) & Barb Nelson (1 yr.) 
Head Greeter / Usher : Church Secretary Crystal Johnson 
Auditing Committee: Kevin Berg (3), Tricia Lyngen (2), Brittany Franson (1) 
Stewardship Committee : Jan Berg, Steve Johnson, Bill Danenberg 
Music Committee : Tammy Danenberg, Bonnie Johnson, & Becky Rongstad 
Nominating Committee : Henry Filla (2), Cedric Anderson (2), & Steve Johnson (1) 
Worship Ministry : Rhonda Koval (2), Matt Weaver (2), Crystal Johnson (1), & Tammy Danenberg (1) 
Board of Education : Lori Nelson (2), Nicole Nelson (2), Tara Nelson (2), Jessica Berg (1),  

& Jenny Weaver (1) 
Joint Parish Board : Tammy Danenberg (2), _________________(1), _________________(3),  



At the 2022 Annual Meeting it was recommended that the third member of the Joint Parish Council be a member of the 
Church Council. The Church Council President is also on the Joint Parish Council. 
 

Jan Berg made a motion to name Pam Johnson for the 1 year term of the Joint Parish Council; Anson McCune seconded; 
the motion passed. Kellen Nelson made a motion to name Anson McCune for the 3 year term of the Joint Parish Council; 
Tammy Danenberg seconded; the motion passed. 
 

Tammy Danenberg made a motion to cast a unanimous ballot for the corrected ballot; Steve Johnson seconded; the 
motion passed. 
 

Old Business 
 Room-divider Curtition in the Council Room has been installed. 

 Water Problems – The problem of silt in the water at the church was discussed. The Council has been looking 
into possible solutions to the water problems. Recently filters were added to the cold water pipes for the sinks 
in the island where we fill our water pitchers. These filters will need to be changed every 6 months. It was 
suggested that we may want to add a similar filter to the deep sink in the kitchen. The hot water heater filters 
the hot water for the church. It was noted that the hot water heater needs to be drained periodically.   

 

New Business 
 Shed  

It was noted that the Shed behind the Church was modified over the summer so that the new mower could be 
housed within it. It was suggested that it be cleaned out and updated so that it could provide better storage. The 
idea of including a shed clean out during the Spring Work Day was discussed.  

 Lights  
 Lynn noted that the Michael Nelson family is looking at changing the lighting in the basement from fluorescent to 
LED. Kevin has spoken with a company who would be willing to install them before the Lutefisk dinner on 
February 18 if the Council approves.  

 Officers 
It was noted that the officers for the Church Council will be elected on February 7. 

 

Motion to recess was made by Tammy Danenberg; seconded by Tommy Johnson; motion passed. We recessed at 
11:40 AM following the Pastor leading us in “The Lord’s Prayer.”  
 

Respectfully submitted by Lori Nelson, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



EASTER PLANTS 
 

In MEMORY or HONOR of  _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

From: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

    How Many?                      How Many?     

Lily  $14.00________  Tulips              $13.00   ______ 

Daffodils $13.00  ________  Spring Garden          $28.00   ______ 

Hyacinth $13.00  ________   

 

Plant orders are due by Sunday, March 19, 2023. You may put the order form along with payment 

(checks payable to Elk Creek Lutheran Church) in the offering plate OR mail to: 

 

 Elk Creek Lutheran Church 

 C/O Jan Berg 

 W16316 CTH OO 

 Osseo, WI   54758 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO TAKE YOUR PLANTS AFTER THE EASTER SERVICE 


