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Lutefisk Supper details:
Income:
Meals
Monetary donations
Surplus food sold
Total Income

$3,531
$732
$63
$4,326

Expenses:
Supplies
Meatballs

$172.91
$180 (plus $250 Thrivent &
$100 donation)

Lutefisk
Lefse
Total Expenses

$416.25 (plus $250 Thrivent)
$534.60
$1,022.76

We were very fortunate to obtain 2 Thrivent grants for $250 each and numerous donations
which brought down our expenses. Our profit is $3,303.24.
Thank you to EVERYONE who helped in any way! Another successful fundraiser!!

Lenten Service Schedule:
March 2 – Ash Wednesday Service 7 pm
March 9 – 6 pm supper/7 pm Lenten Service
March 16 – 6 pm supper/7 pm Lenten Service
March 23 – 6 pm supper/7 pm Lenten Service
March 30 – 6 pm supper/7 pm Lenten Service
April 6 – 6 pm supper/7 pm Lenten Service
April 14 – 7 pm Good Friday
April 15 – 5 pm Maundy Thursday (at Immanuel)
April 17 – 10:30 am Easter Sunday Service

Easter plant order form is at the end of the newsletter.

Have you been looking for a way
to contribute to our Mission
Projects?
March we will be collecting Cloth Diapers

First Communion Preparation Workshop
There will be a workshop for students in 3rd – 5th grades
who have not yet received instruction to prepare you to
begin receiving the presence of Jesus by eating the bread
and drinking the wine of Holy Communion at church. This
is scheduled for March 12th, 9a.m. – Noon @ Elk Creek Lutheran Church.
This is a 3hr. workshop for students, parents or grandparents as well. Please
let Pastor know if you will attend.
Call or text Pastor cell phone: 715-533-0939 or Email: vahles@gmail.com
Thank you!
Pr. Ahles

LUTHER PARK BIBLE CAMP – dates for camps have been
announced! There are camp options for Kindergarten – Seniors.
More information is available on the bulletin board and booklets are
on shelf in the Narthex, please help yourself! Additional funding for
camp will be available through our Women’s group.
**9 of our Youth are participating in the Recharge Event at Luther Park on March 25-26!**

Sunday School News
Council Meeting is
Tuesday, March 1
at 7 p.m.

March 6 - Sunday School at 9:15 am
March 13 – Children’s Choir sings during service
(Food pantry collection)
March 20 - Sunday School at 9:15 am
March 27 - Sunday School at 9:15 am

What Is Lent?
There are many answers to this question. Lent literally means Springtime! Yes, there is
still snow on the frozen ground and the wind blows cold, yet already the days are getting
longer as darkness fades away. Lent is the beginning of something new about to happen.
Lent is a season of self-examination and repentance—A turning to God for the grace of
unconditional love. Lent is a time in which people give up something they like, or
sometimes things they know they shouldn’t be doing anyway. Some think of Lent as a time
to add things like—spiritual practices, sacrificial giving, service to others in need, midweek
worship services, attending worship and Sunday School, etc.
Yet, at its center, Lent is really about preparation for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday,
and Easter. It’s a time in which we prepare space in our lives for the celebration of the
death of Christ, and His resurrection on Easter.
And to get to the risen Christ, we must go through death. Yes,
Lent is an intentional time of facing death. It is fitting that we start
Lent with Ash Wednesday. It is on Ash Wednesday that death gets
right in our face—actually on our face—in the form of a cross of ashes
on our forehead. We hear the words “Remember you are dust and
to dust you shall return.” There is no escaping death. We are
reminded that we are mortal. We are reminded that we cannot save
ourselves. Rather, there is a Savior for us, Jesus Christ.
Lent, Holy Week, and Easter give us ample opportunity to explore the fullness of God’s
promise of life, death, and resurrection. Understand and know, that we cannot experience
resurrection until we go through death. There is no other way.
Resurrection offers us a better life. A renewed life. A life of new possibilities in which the
old ways are put aside in favor of something better beyond our imagination. The old ways of
sin are put to death, and new opportunities for living in God’s grace, are raised up.
So what needs to die in your life? What needs to die so that resurrection can take place?
Perhaps during Lent some things need to die—like: addiction to many things, including
being right, consumeristic tendencies, us versus them beliefs, scapegoating, blaming, fear,
anger, privilege, allowing money to make decisions in your life, and participating in unjust
systems, or putting your salvation in anything or anyone other than God.
When these things die, something will be resurrected. Like the seed that falls into the
earth and dies, new life springs forth green—Springtime! Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”(John 12:24) There will be resurrection and
the ability to see the image of God in others. There will be resurrection and the
completeness and wholeness of peace. There will be resurrection for stewardship of
creation. There will be resurrection for forgiveness, love, and grace for others as well as for
yourself. There will be resurrection for discipleship and service. There will be resurrection

and empowerment to fully live into what it means to love God and our neighbor. Living in
resurrected life is better life. It is transformed life.
So, Lent is a season of intentionally facing death and letting things die. To make room
for Jesus. To allow Jesus to take over. To be saved and loved by Jesus; so that new life can
begin; so that the Kingdom of God can unfold in our lives; so that we can see how it is
already unfolding; so we can participate in the unfolding of the Kingdom of God in our
midst.
I pray you have a blessed Lent, dying and rising with Christ through Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday and Easter! Springtime is coming!
Pastor Ahles

Ash Wednesday is
March 2nd

Grief Support Series Offered
GriefShare, a nationally known support program for those grieving the death of a loved
one, is available in your area. Go to www.griefshare.org and click on Find a Group and
enter your zip code.
Currently Bethesda Lutheran Church is hosting two options at 123 W. Hamilton in Eau
Claire Monday evenings 7:00-9:00 pm and Tuesday mornings 9:00-11:00 am. For
more details or questions contact Kurt at 715-864-9039 or at kurt@c3ec.org.
The series is designed so attendees can enter the series at any
point during the 13 weekly sessions. Many topics are examined
and discussed including; the intensity, confusion, and fatigue of
grief, how to function with family and friends and at work or
school, redefining your identity, handling people who try to
rush your grief, making big decisions, handling your loved one's
belongings, surviving holidays and anniversaries, secondary
losses such as income, parenting, household chores, and how long will this last?

Elk Creek Lutheran Church Council Meeting – February 1, 2022
The meeting was called to order by Acting President Ryan Johnson at 7:10 PM. Members
present were: Pastor Valerian Ahles, Jan Berg, Brian Christopherson, Ryan Johnson, Dave
Lyngen, Lindsey Nelson, Lori Nelson, Becky Rongstad, Stephanie Rumstick, and Bruce
Thompson.
Devotions and Prayer – Pastor began by reading Psalm 138 : 1-8 and then shared words from
Pastor Laurie Eaton about this Psalm. It tells us that when life is hard, we too should remember
God’s faithfulness and to request His help with our current and future needs. God always has
our best interests in mind — even when we think that we need something else. He then led the Council in prayer.
Secretary’s Report – Lindsey made a motion to approve the Secretary’s Report as presented; Stephanie seconded;
motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report – was presented by Becky with information provided by Haukeness Financial Service. She explained
various details to the new Council members. Lori asked if Action Grants could be written by the Council since the church
has two Thrivent Accounts. Jessica Berg needs to be consulted about this. Lori made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s
Report as presented; Dave seconded; motion passed.
Elk Creek Lutheran Church Account
 General Checking Account - $32,672.63
 General Savings Account - $38,887.93
 Building Fund Checking - $3,962.48
 Memorial Fund - $8,279.08
Joint Parish Financial
Assets
Beginning Balance Deposits & Interest Payments Liabilities & Equity Ending Balance -

Accounts
Elk Creek
$5,908.31
$6,931.38
$3,369.75
$3,561.63
$9,469.94

Immanuel
$8,862.47
$10,397.04
$5,054.56
$5,342.48
$14,204.95

Total
$14,770.78
$17,329.42
$8,424.31
$8,904.11
$23,674.89

Pastor’s Report – Pastor conducted 4 worship services and 4 live stream services. He attended 3 Coffee Fellowships
while selecting Hymns. He provided Holy Communion to 6
parishioners during visits to shut-ins and at area nursing homes. He
Pastor Ahles’ Office Hours
had 3 additional home visits with shut-ins and 3 follow-up grief visits.
at Elk Creek are generally
He met with the John Larson family twice to plan John's funeral and
then he led that funeral service. He attended the church’ Annual
from 8:30 - 12:30 on
Meeting. He met with the Confirmation class 3 times and the Choir 3
Wednesday mornings.
times. He participated in 3 Dairyland Conference Pastor’s Text Studies
over Zoom. Pastor attended the Dairyland Conference Pastors’
Meeting in Black River Falls and the Winter Theological Pastors’
Pastor Ahles can be reached
Gathering with Presiding Bishop Elizbrth Eaton at the new Worship
Center at Luther Park. He led 1 service at the Dove Assisted Living
at
and Dove Nursing Home. He also noted that Arrow Lift had visited the
parsonage for the annual inspection of the chair lift and it passed the
[cell] 533-0939 or
inspection. Pastor Ahles’ Office Hours at Elk Creek are generally from
[parsonage] 694-2427
8:30 - 12:30 on Wednesday mornings. Pastor Ahles can be reached at
[cell] 533-0939 or [parsonage] 694-2427.
WELCA Report – Becky indicated that only 80 dinners for the to-go Lutefisk & Meatball Dinner had been sold as of Feb.
1st. She said the ladies planned to “order strong” when the lutefisk, meatballs, and lefse would be ordered on Feb. 4.
Youth Group -- Lindsey indicated that the Youth Group made $1,000 in sales and donations from the Pancake Breakfast.
She said they hoped that 20 of Elk Creek’s 3rd-12-grade members would be participating in the Re-Charge Event at
Luther Park on March 25-26. Registrations are due on Feb. 13. Thanks to monetary donations from the Church
Council,the Women’s Group, and the Youth Group, the cost per child is just $20. It was noted that Elk Creek’s youth will
not be participating in the National ELCA Youth Gathering in Minneapolis in July, but that we will hopefully have students
attend the next one in 2025. [After February 1st, it was recently announced that the National ELCA Youth Gathering has
been canceled due to COVID.]
No Reports from Choir, Memorial Committee, Sunday School, Janitor, Office Staff, and Joint Parish Council

Old Business –
 Electrical Box – Ryan indicated that the installation of the electrical box had been installed and paid for.
 Picnic Tables / Plaques – Ryan indicated that he is working on these. He is just waiting for information from
Rhonda Kovall.
New Business –
 Monthly Bills to Pay – Haukness Financial [annual fee for all financial services]; Benedict Sale and Service for a
gasket for the dishwasher; Chippewa Valley Energy following the filling of the propane tank. It was noted that a
$25.68 dividend check from Chippewa Valley Energy had just been received. Lindsey made a motion to
approve the bills as presented; Brian seconded; the motion carried.
 Donations to Others In Need –
 A request was read from Feed My People Food Bank. It also indicated that the “Empty Bowls Week” events would
be held on March 1-3. Following discussion, Lori made a motion to donate $500 to Feed My People Food
Bank; Becky seconded; and the motion passed.
 Thank You’s – A Thank You from Luther Park was read indicating that the church had made a $3,500 donation
to Luther Park’s Capital Fund campaign during 2021.
A Thank You from Feed My People was read indicating that the church had made a $500 donation during 2021.
 Water Problems – The problem of silt in the water at the church was discussed. Currently, Allen cleans the filter
every day. He reports that the water is mostly clear, but every so often there is a silt problem. He had
suggested having Gibson Water Care come to test the water and take a water sample. Lindsey suggested
contacting Semingson Aberle Plumbing LLC to find out if a Spin Down System like the one that was installed at
her and Kellen’s house when they had had a similar problem. She will contact Semingson Aberle Plumbing
LLC and Becky and Allen will contact Gibson Water Care.
 Storage Problems – During the Annual Meeting, it was noted that storage is lacking in the church and the idea of
making improvements to “critter-proof'' and add storage space to the shed behind the church was suggested. It
was noted that currently there is an extreme problem with squirrels and other animals entering and/or living in
that building. It was noted that we would need to do more than replace the cement floor and the siding and that
this would probably not be cost effective. Replacement of the shed may be a better idea. Ideas for better use of
current storage areas within the church were discussed.
 Parsonage – As noted during the Annual Meeting, a walk-through of the Parsonage is to be done yearly to look
for any current or future problems. Becky indicated that she and Allen Rongstad would set up a convenient time
with the Pastor to do this before the next Council Meeting. Pastor indicated that he and Christine have been
hearing some strange animal-type noises in the parsonage. Becky indicated that Allen will bring traps to get rid
of any creatures.
 Old Records – Becky indicated that she has begun going through the old financial to see what can and should be
discarded – especially records from prior to 2014; however, nothing of historical importance.
 Election of Officers – Becky nominated Ryan as President of the 2022 Church Council; Dave seconded; the
motion passed. Bruce nominated Lindsey as Vice-President of the 2022 Church Council; Dave seconded; the
motion passed. Lori has agreed to continue as the Secretary and Stephanie has agreed to continue as the
Financial Secretary. Lindsey nominated Becky and Anson to serve as Co-Treasurers; Lori seconded; the
motion passed.
Next Meeting -- The next Council meeting will be on March 1 at 7 PM.
Adjournment -- Lori made a motion to adjourn; Dave seconded; motion passed. Meeting was closed at 8:35 with the
Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Lori Nelson, Recording Secretary

February 2022
Meeting of the Elk Creek WELCA was called to order by Pres. Jan at
9:04 am 2/8/22. Secretary’s report was read, motion by Tammy,
2nd by Deb to accept report was placed on file. Treasurer’s report
given, $870.00 income (Mission donation $300, John Larson
Funeral $350, Potluck $195, Thank you from Leonard Robinson &
for cookies $25). Expenses $205.69. Ending Balance $4536.65,
Savings no changes $1456.40. Report was placed on file.

Old Business: More information on obtaining a credit card for the Ladies. CCF is unable to do one under the
same account as the church has. Ladies will get their own, with Jan Berg and Becky Rongstad’s names to be
placed on the account.
New Business: Walk through has been done through the parsonage. Several items including a dead tree to
me removed had been noted. Christine is requesting new blinds for window coverings. Ladies had approved
$1000.00 for window coverings when Pastor and Christine moved into parsonage. Christine has picked some
out at Menards, these iwill be obtained and installed.
New tablecloths (23) were ordered for the round tables in the basement by Lori. Motion by Tammy, 2nd by
Rosanne to pay Lori for the tablecloths.
Round Robin Lenten Services will start Wednesday 3/9 at 7 pm. (No meal will be served with the Ash
Wednesday service 3/2). A signup sheet to provide food for the light meal before Lenten services will be in
the Narthex. Meal will be served at 6pm with Service at 7 pm. Youth/Confirmation students and families will
serve and do cleanup of the meal (Soup or Sandwich).
Egg bakes will be served on Palm Sunday by group 2 (Stephanie’s group). Prep of the egg bakes will be done
on Saturday, to be baked Sunday morning.
Wedding show is planned for June 11th. Tammy is looking for wedding dresses to either be modeled or
placed on display for the show. It is suggested to have a mini wedding cake on each table and a plate of
sandwiches for food after the show. We are hoping to get 30-45 dresses. Please contact Tammy Dannenberg
if you have questions about use of a wedding gown.
Thank you’s were shared from: Strum Food Pantry, Sofa’s for Service, Christmas from the Heart (E-S Schools),
Sleep in Heavenly Peace, O-F Elementary providing Christmas for 2 families (7 children)-Thrivent grand also
used for this, Tri County Food Pantry, Thank you for cookies from Laverne Shaeffer, Leonard Robinson, Bob
Gawinski, Harlan and Marlene Vold.
Donation requests were received from O-F STOP after prom party- we have given $50 in the past, Motion by
Tammy to give the same, 2nd by Roseann, motion passed.
Annual morning of Renewal will be held in Stockholm on April 20th. Annual Women Retreat at Luther Park (24
hour retreat) on June 8-9, 2022. Luther Park summer camp programs also received. Information on these are
posted on the bulletin board in the church basement.
Prep for the Lutefisk dinner on Friday beginning at 9 am, potluck meal. To-Go container placement in bags
for meals was discussed.
Motion to adjourn by Lori, 2nd by Tammy. Meeting closed with Lord’s Prayer and offering at 9:55 am.
Barb Fischer, Sec.

Lines from LaVerne….. It’s a love without end. What? Our heavenly Father’s love. Remember this. The
one sure thing in our lives. We are so very blessed. Protection and loving care always each and every day. He
is reaching out for you. Are you reaching for the love our Savior offers us? I know it’s hard to believe. But
please believe. Here we are again in the beginning of Lent for this year. We are told over and over how much

Jesus loved us and how the Lord sent his only son to die for us. Do we get it? I surely hope so, but it is hard to
understand such love for us. Believe and keep your faith always. We need to turn our thoughts more to Jesus
each day so that we can enjoy his perfect peace. “Oh God, you are my God, early will I seek you, my soul
thirsts for you, my flesh longs for you in a dry and thirsty land, where there is no water.” Psalm 63:1 Are you
cranky as ever and even more so as the years go by? Well, ask God to translate your mutterings into what
they should be: prayers of thanks, prayers of praise for the simple chances you have to serve others. Jesus
knows every detail about us. He will lead you; Follow Him with a glad heart.
P.S. Be happy and keep peace in your heart. Jesus is reaching out for you. How blessed are we?

Your Lay Minister,
LaVerne

JOINT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF ELK CREEK LUTHERAN CHURCH & IMMANUEL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
February 15, 2022: 6:30 p.m.
At Elk Creek Lutheran Church
Attendance: Pastor Ahles, Ryan Johnson, Kris Husby, Tom Wagener, Lindsey Nelson, Bob Schlink
and Tammy Danenberg.
Tom called the meeting to order and Pastor Ahles shared a devotion based on Jeremiah 17, verses 7
- 8.
The November,16, 2021 minutes were reviewed. Motion to approve by Ryan, second by Bob, motion
carried.
Pastor gave his report discussing the ongoing effects of Covid 19. He also commended both
congregations for being able to keep bills paid while also supporting Missions including Luther Park,
Lutheran Disaster Relief, Afghan Refugee Relief, local food banks, ELCA Good Gifts and World
Hunger Programs. Lenten services will be round robin this year with services at ILC at 5:30 with soup
supper to follow and at ELC with a light supper at 6 with services at 7. Pastor would like the Parish
council to consider having a joint picnic with both churches possibly in Osseo.
Old Business:
 Worship: reminder that service will continue on current schedule until June 5th. At that time Elk
Creek will take the 8:30 service and Immanuel will move to the 10:30 service. This will
continue for a year.
 The Joint Parish Financial Report was reviewed and approved on a motion by Kris, second by
Lindsey, motion carried.
 CCF check signing privileges - Ryan will take over this for Elk Creek and Keith will be
removed. Kris will continue with this for Immanuel and Tom for the parish council.
New Business:
 Parish Council New Members - Elk Creek: Ryan Johnson & Tammy Danenberg
 Election of officers: Chair - Tom Wagener; Vice chair - Ryan Johnson; Secretary - Tammy
Danenberg
 Set calendar for the upcoming church year (see attached)
 Reminder that Elk Creek will need to find supply pastors when Pastor Ahles is gone. This will
begin in June.
Announcements / Upcoming Events:
 Pastor would like us to have a Joint Service and Picnic at a park in Osseo this summer. The
Parish Council agreed this would be a good idea. Tentatively scheduled this for June 5th,
2022. More details will be forthcoming on this.
 Elk Creek is having a Lutefisk & Meatball Dinner on 2/19/22.










There will be a Recharge Retreat for Youth at Luther Park on March 25th, 2022. There will be
about 9 children from Elk Creek attending this.
Elk Creek will be having a Bridal show and luncheon on 6/11/22. All local churches will be
invited to attend.
Pastor will be taking a vacation between June 26 - July 3rd.
Elk Creek is holding its annual Church in the Barn on 8/14/22 at 10:30. This will involve a
switch in church times for this Sunday. We would love to have our partners at Immanuel join us
for this service.
Immanuel will be celebrating their 150th Anniversary on 9/11/22. This will be in conjunction
with their Rally Day in the fall.
Immanuel will be holding its Christmas Dinner Concert on 12/14/22 beginning at 5:30 pm.
Elk Creek will hold its Appreciation Dinner and Sing-a-long on 12/21/22 beginning at 6:00 pm.

Meeting was concluded at 7:35 with the Lord’s Prayer
Next Meeting will be on June 21st at 6:30 at Immanuel.

EASTER PLANTS
In MEMORY or HONOR of _______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
From: __________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
How Many?
How Many?
Lily
Daffodils
Hyacinth

$14.00________
$13.00 ________
$13.00 ________

Tulips
Spring Garden

$13.00 ______
$28.00 ______

Plant orders are due by Sunday, April 3, 2022. You may put the order form along with payment
(checks payable to Elk Creek Lutheran Church) in the offering plate OR mail to:
Elk Creek Lutheran Church
C/O Jan Berg
W16316 CTH OO
Osseo, WI 54758
PLEASE REMEMBER TO TAKE YOUR PLANTS AFTER THE EASTER SERVICE

