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Don’t forget about our upcoming  

Bridal show & reception 

Saturday, June 11 at 1 p.m. 

Wedding dresses and other wedding accessories will be featured. A 

reception will follow. Everyone is invited.  

This is a great chance to wear that expensive dress you bought 

and only got to wear once (ex. Mother-of-the-groom dress). Or 

maybe you have an old bridesmaid dress you could wear for the 

event! We hope you come and have a splendid time! 

Elk Creek Lutheran Church 
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Sunday, June 5, we are having church and a picnic as 
a Joint Parish at Stoddard Park in Osseo at 10:00. 

Council will provide meat & fixings, our church 
members are asked to bring salads& vegetable 
dishes (Immanuel will bring drinks & desserts) 
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Mark your calendar! 

Worship time will change in June! 

Starting on Sunday, June 12, church will start 

at 8:30 am. 



Page 2 of 8 
 

Elk Creek Lutheran Church Council Meeting -- May 3, 2022 

The meeting was called to order by President Ryan Johnson at 
7:05 PM.  Members present were: Pastor Valerian Ahles, Jan 
Berg, Brian Christopherson, Ryan Johnson, Rhonda Koval, Dave 
Lyngen, Anson McCune, Lori Nelson, Becky Rongstad, Stephanie 
Rumstick, and Bruce Thompson. 
Devotions and Prayer -- Pastor began by reading the story, “Wait 
3 Days.” It recommended that when things go wrong or times are 

troubled, wait 3 days (like from Good Friday to Easter) to allow things to settle so that things can get better. He then 
quoted, “What A Friend We Have in Jesus” and Psalm 88 and urged us to focus on Jesus, not our troubles, for he will 
help us. He closed with a prayer.  
Secretary’s Report -- It was noted that the Secretary’s Report for April of 2022 had been sent to each of the Council 
members electronically, corrections made, and it had been approved prior to it being printed in the May Newsletter.  
Treasurer’s Report -- was presented by Becky with information provided by Haukeness Financial Service. Rhonda made 
a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented; Stephanie seconded; motion passed.  
Elk Creek Lutheran Church Account 
 

 General Checking Account -  $45,166.16 

 General [2050 Fund] Savings Account  $38,890.81 

 Building Fund Checking -  $4,157.48 

 Memorial Fund -  $4,139.69  
Joint Parish Financial Accounts 
Assets Elk Creek Immanuel Total 
Beginning Balance -  $3,709.66 $5,564.69 $9,274.35  
Deposits & Interest -  $3,462.79 $5,194.17 $8,656.96  
Payments -   $3,300.38 $4,950.52 $8,250.90  
Liabilities & Equity -   $3,872.07 $5,808.34 $9,680.41  
Ending Balance -   $3,872.07 $5,808.34 $9,680.41  
 
Pastor’s Report --  
Pastor conducted 4 worship services and provided the sermon for Keith Nelson to present during the Good Friday service. 
He attended 3 Coffee Fellowships while selecting Hymns. He provided Holy Communion to 9 parishioners during visits to 
shut-ins and at area nursing homes. He met with the Confirmation class 2 times and the confirmation students helped with 
one Lenten meal. He practiced with the Choir 3 times, and participated in 2 of the Mid-Week Round Robin Lenten 
services. Pastor attended 3 Dairyland Conference Pastor’s Text Studies on Zoomand the Synod Assembly at Trinity 
Lutheran in Eau Claire on April 30. He conducted a memorial service for Robert Blank and attended the surprise 40th 
birthday party for Ryan Johnson. He noted up-coming dates including: “God’s Work / Our Hands” on May 7, distribution of 
Bibles to 3rd-graders on May 8, Sunday School recognition and potluck dinner on May 22, and the Joint Parish Service 
and Picnic on June 5 at Stoddard Park in Osseo. Elk Creek participants should bring vegetables or salad. He will be 
checking into planned Memorial Day observances and wanted to remind everyone that church services at Elk Creek will 
be at 8:30 am beginning on June 12. Pastor Ahles’ Office Hours at Elk Creek are generally from 8:30 - 12:30 on 
Wednesday mornings. Pastor Ahles can be reached at [cell] 533-0939 or [parsonage] 694-2427. 
WELCA Report -- Becky indicated that due to conflict, the carpet in the basement has not been shampooed, but that it 
will happen soon. She also pointed out that the basement carpet may need to be replaced within the next few years. A 
Potluck Dinner will be held on May 22 (the date of Sunday School recognition) and the proceeds will be given to the 
congregation’s Building Fund. She indicated that $1,036 was raised from the Congregation-wide Thrift Sale and noted that 
the Youth Group raised almost $300 from the lunches they served. The next big activity for the group will be the Bridal 

Show on June 11. 
Sunday School -- Lori indicated that Sunday School recognition will be held on May 
22 and reminded everyone that the dates for Vacation Bible School are July 31, 
Aug. 3, Aug. 7, and Aug. 10. They will meet from 9:45 AM - 12:30 PM on Sundays 
and from 5:30 - 8:15 PM on Wednesday evenings. Each session will be open to 
people of all ages and will include a “kid-friendly” meal. The children who participate 
in Vacation Bible School will be asked to sing during “Church In The Barn” on 
August 14. 
Custodian -- It was agreed that Lindsey has been doing a good job. Lori presented 

a sample checklist for the duties of the Custodian for the Council to discuss and/or modify.  
Choir, Memorial Committee, Youth Group, Office Staff, and Joint Parish Council  -- No reports 
Old Business --  

 “God’s Work / Our Hands” will be held on Saturday, April 7 beginning at 9 AM. Lots of helpers – adults and teens 
– will be needed. Projects to be worked on include putting together and installing the new playground 
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Council Meeting 
is Tuesday, June 7 

at 7 p.m. 
 

equipment, landscaping at Jenell Johnson and Wilfred Kindschy’s houses, and painting the interior of the back 
stairway to the basement a lighter, brighter color. It was noted that the Jody Gehrke family of Strum is in need 
of assistance with yard work, installing safety bars, roofing, etc. 

 Kitchen Stove – Anson indicated that the new gas stove for the kitchen has been ordered. The cost – including 
delivery and installation – is $2,681, which is over the amount of s [$1,900] the amount originally quoted due to 
an error by Anson. Lori made a motion to pay the $2,681 for the gas stove; Rhonda seconded; and the motion 
passed. Anson indicated that the positions of the gas stoves may be switched to increase efficiency and that a 
service call for our original gas stove is included in the price for the new gas stove. 

 Wall-Mounted Oven – Anson provided the Council with 2 quotes of $1,910 for the purchase of and installation of a 
new wall mounted oven. Discussion regarding trying to repair the current oven followed. Anson will ask the 
installer of the gas stove from Benedict’s Sale and Service to look at it while he is at the church. The topic was 
tabled. 

 Curtition – Becky said that a color has been selected and the Curtition has been ordered. Bruce has agreed to 
pick it up to save the cost of shipping. 

 COVID Policy – Discussed once again passing the offering plates. It was decided to continue having them located 
on pedestals at the entrance of the sanctuary.   

New Business --   
 Removal of Tree by the Parsonage – Pastor indicated that representatives from the power company’s forestry 

service have agreed to take down the dead tree near the parsonage. It was noted that once the tree comes 
down, help will be needed to remove the wood and debris. 

 Monthly Bills;  E O Johnson – copier repair = $477.30, Allen Rongstad – storm window repair = $16.87, 1517 
Media – communion & baptism supplies = 52.17, Chippewa Valley Energy – gas fill = $870.57, and Remember 
When Gift Shoppe and Florals – Easter flowers = $800.85 [an in/out expense]. Anson made a motion to pay 
these bills; Brian seconded; motion passed. 

 Bank Account – Becky indicated that CCF Bank needs the church to make a type for all of our savings accounts. 
She was directed to make any necessary changes as needed. 

 Donation Requests – Ryan read donation requests from “Feed My People” and ELCA World Hunger. Dave made 
a suggestion to make a donation to the Trempealeau County Fair in support of our kids.  Following discussion, 
Stephanie  made a motion to make a $200 donation to the Trempealeau County Fair; Bruce seconded; motion 
passed. Anson suggested a donation be made and/or a paver be purchased at the new Osseo Veterans’ 
Memorial Park. Following discussion, this was tabled. 

 Thrivent – Ryan indicated that he had been contacted with the 
information that a speaker could come in to explain how to 
use Action Grants on May 22. Following discussion, it was felt 
that this is unneeded at this time. 

 Sewer – Ryan had been notified that the sewer at the parsonage 
needs to be pumped before October. It was unclear whether 
church also must be pumped this time; however, the church’s 
system has not been pumped in 2 or 3 years (since it is 
usually pumped before each Lutefisk Dinner). Dave was 
directed to contact Chimney Rock Septic to have them pump 
both the parsonage and the church. Pastor requested that they be asked to use their long hoses so as to not 
tear up the yard.  

Next Meeting -- The next Council meeting will be on June 7 at 7 PM. 
Adjournment -- Lori made a motion to adjourn; Anson seconded; motion passed. The meeting was closed at 8:41 
PM  with the Lord’s  Prayer. 
Respectfully submitted by Lori Nelson, Recording Secretary 

 

 

Hope For Children 

     Violence against children has been around a very long time. In one form or another, 

violence against children has been the curse of many nations throughout history, including 

in our time. ONCE AGAIN, children have been mowed down in school by a gunman who 
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could easily purchase and use automatic assault type weapons to kill and maim the lives of 

innocent children.  

     Still, there always have been those who stand up against this violence in defiance 

against those who seek to control others through violence. In 1300 B.C., 400 hundred 

years after the death of Joseph (one of the sons of Rachel), a new Pharaoh ruled in the land 

of Egypt. This new Pharaoh feared the increasing number of Israelites and saw them as a 

threat to the military security of the Egyptian Empire. So, the Pharaoh set taskmasters over 

the Israelites to oppress them with forced labor/slavery.  Yet, the people of Israel continued 

to multiply and spread across the land.   

     So, the Pharaoh ordered the Hebrew midwives, two named Shiphrah and Puah, to kill 

all male babies as they were born, but let the girls live.  They thought they could easily do 

this and claim the boy child simply died in the birthing process. But the midwives feared 

God and did not do what the Pharaoh had commanded them to do.  When the Pharaoh 

asked why they did this, the midwives said, “…the Hebrew women are not like the 

Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to 

them.”  So, God dealt well with the midwives and the people of Israel became very strong.   

     Then the Pharaoh commanded all his people to kill every boy that is born to the 

Hebrews by throwing them into the Nile River. Now a man from the house of Levi married a 

Levite woman, who conceived and bore a son.  She hid him for three months.  But when 

she could no longer hide him she made a basket for him, plastered it with bitumen and 

pitch, put her son in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river.  His older 

sister watched to see what would happen. 

     Now the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river and saw the basket 

among the reeds. She sent her maid to bring it to her. She opened it and took pity on the 

boy child who was crying.  The boy child’s sister asked the Pharaoh’s daughter if she could 

go and get a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child.  She said yes. So, the boy 

child’s sister went and got her mother and she nursed the boy child until he grew up.  Then 

she gave him to the Pharaoh’s daughter and she named him Moses.  From there the story 

of Moses unfolds as God carries out his plan to save the Hebrews out of slavery.  

    Violence against children has been around a very long time.  Yet, so has resistance to 

this violence, through the midwives and Levite woman and her daughter. There is hope for 

the children of this world.  

     Fast forward to the 8th century B.C. Jeremiah is speaking the word of the Lord, “15Thus 

says the Lord: A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping. Rachel is 

weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they 

are no more.  Jeremiah is using Rachel’s name figuratively to describe what has been 

happening to the people of Israel when the Babylonian army destroyed Jerusalem and 

deported all the people into exile.  Rachel is weeping for her children suffering violence not 

only because of the Babylonians but also because of the unfaithful leaders and people of 

Israel who were disobeying the Lord their God.   

     Yet, despite this violence against the children of Rachel who refuses to be comforted, 

Jeremiah speaks a word of hope, “16Thus says the Lord: Keep your voice from weeping, 

and your eyes from tears; for there is a reward for your work, says the Lord: they 
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shall come back from the land of the enemy; 17there is hope for your future, says 

the Lord: your children shall come back to their own country.”         

    Violence against children has been around a very long time.  Yet so has resistance to this 

violence, through the children of Rachel filled with lamentation and bitter weeping and 

Jeremiah’s word of Hope.  There is hope for the children of this world. 

    Fast-Forward again to the time after Jesus was born.  It was the time of King Herod who 

had heard from the wise men from the East that a child has been born King of the Jews.  

Herod was frightened and threatened by this news and when the wisemen were warned in a 

dream not to return to Herod and tell him where the child was, they returned to their own 

country by another road. So, Herod ordered the killing of all children in and around 

Bethlehem who were two years old or younger.  Again, “A voice was heard in Ramah, 

wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be 

consoled, because they are no more.”  Then, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in 

a dream and told him to take his family to Egypt because Herod was searching to destroy 

him. Joseph and Mary quietly escape, resisting the violence against children.  Jesus is 

saved by God by going back into Egypt so that there is hope for the children of this world.   

     Violence against children has been around a very long time.  Yet, so has resistance to 

this violence, by the Wisemen, Joseph and Mary listening to the angel to escape to Egypt. 

There is hope for the children of this world. 

     Twenty-eight years ago, 1994, one woman urged her congregation, Bethel Lutheran 

Church on the West side of Chicago to speak out against the violence that the children of 

her congregation and community were facing.  Children were being lost to gangs, gun 

violence, drugs, abuse, neglect, poor education, health, and hunger.  This woman urged her 

congregation to support children facing violence.  They began clearing a vacant lot and 

turning it into a garden—Rachel’s Garden. It became a place where folks could come, 

mostly mothers, to mourn children killed by gun violence and simply plant a white cross 

and flowers in remembrance of these children. Creating safe places for children and 

families is helpful, yet violence continues to escalate and more children have been killed, 

now again in Uvalde, TX.  

     Violence against children has been around a very long time.  Yet, so has resistance to 

this violence, by individuals, congregations and civic organizations even in our day and 

time. There is hope for the children of this world by standing against violence leveled by 

those who want no control on guns and automatic weapons to exercise their power and 

will.     

      Some might say that I am getting too political.  Yes, I am! I cannot stand by and let the 

NRA and the far Radical Right put forth an agenda that doesn’t want gun control especially 

for automatic assault weapons which were never meant for the general public to own or 

use. They were only meant for our soldiers who defend our country against our enemies.  

      Yet, I want to leave you with the sense of the Jeremiah 31:15-17 passage, that there is 

hope for children in this world and particularly hope for children and their families today, 

grieving the loss of their loved ones. I invite you to stand with me for gun control especially 

on automatic assault type weapons. You and I, here in this Parish of Immanuel & Elk 

Creek Lutheran Churches, are part of God’s plan to bring hope for children, to resist and 

stand against the violence that continues to happen in our world today.  Let us stand 
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Vacation Bible School (for ALL ages!): 
Sunday, July 31 9:45 am-12:30 pm; Wed, August 3 5:30-8:15 pm;  

Sunday, August 7 9:45 am-12:30 pm; Wed, August 10 5:30-8:15 pm 
  

together against violence and find one thing we can do in this community by acting 

together to bring God’s hope to children.  I challenge you this day to work and act together 

for the children of this community, the children of this state, the children of these United 

States of America, and indeed children around the world.  

    On Memorial Day Weekend, those who died to protect our freedom to live in safety and 

peace—for our children in our schools to live and learn in safety and peace, didn’t die so 

that it would be easy for someone to purchase automatic guns and mow down children and 

teachers in the classroom. These soldiers, men and women, died so that we stand together 

in safety and peace. Let us now stand together as one voice and bring God’s hope for all of 

God’s children, so that Rachel shall weep no more. 

                                                                                                    Pastor Ahles  

          

 

Little Free Library:  

Don’t forget about our Little Free Library located on the storage building 
behind the church under the overhang. As you borrow the books, you may 
return them or pass them on! Also, you are welcome to donate books here. 
Feel free to share the location of our library with neighbors and friends in 
the community. It is there for all! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elk Creek Ladies Meeting May 2022                                                                       5/8/22 

President Jan called the meeting to order at 9:06  5/8/22.  Treasurer’s report beginning balance $6,781.62, 

Income $2077.00,   Expenses $462.32 Ending balance $8,396.30.  Savings $1456.30.   Report was accepted and 

placed on file.  Secretary’s report was given, motion to accept by Stephanie, 2nd by Lynn, motion passed. 

Old Business:    

Credit Card should be coming in the mail any day. 

Thrift Sale- Went very well.  Remainder of the have been bagged up and are in Brandie Bergs Trailer until 5/18 

when they can be taken to Savers.   Money from the day of the thrift sale went to the Ladies ($1036.00), and 
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the money from things going to Savers will go to Alzheimer’s.   Check from Savers will direct deposit into our 

checking account. 

Wedding Event:  Invites have been sent to area churches.  Patti Cakes will be making the small cakes for each 

table.  Will make one large fruit Salad to have on each table and a variety of open face sandwiches.  Some of 

those working the day of the event plan to wear a dressy outfit that they had worn for weddings (mother of the 

groom, etc).  Would like to display wedding photos, some smaller ones on the tables. 

New Business: 

Discussion on use of the thrift sale money, motion to give an additional $300 to Alzheimer’s.  2nd by Becky 

motion passed.  This will be done when the check from Savers drops in to our account.   

Mailings reviewed- List of needs from New Horizons was received.  Motion by Becky to give $200 to purchase 

items as needed, 2nd by Mary, motion passed.   Hope Gospel Mission requesting Donation, Motion by Lynn to 

send $200, 2nd by Becky, motion passed.   Request from Compassion Project for a donation – tabled at this 

time. 

Mission project for this month is fabric care packages, suggestion by Lynn for some of the Thrift sale monies to 

be used to purchase fabric.  Motion by Mary to use $300 toward fabric purchase, 2nd by Rosanne, motion 

passed. 

Thank You’s read from Ryan and Crystal Johnson for the donation to help the pay for the kids go to the 

Recharge Retreat at Luther Park.    Thank you from Rhonda Kovall for the quilt. 

Upcoming Events:  Bible Study at Rosanne’s on May 16th. Will check with Dove to find out if we are allowed to 

bring treats to be served after Church Service when our turn (May 15).    Pot luck for May 22; Sunday School 

awards.  Change in service time to 8:30 am beginning June 12th.   Will have a signup sheet for serving coffee 

after service –Group 1 will be June.  (12, 19, 26th) 1-2 people. 

Joint Church service at Stoddard Park in Osseo on June 5th, meat will be provided.  Elk Creek Church is to bring 

Salad or Vegetable, signup sheet in the narthex. 

Offering was taken and meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.                                                 Barb Fischer, Sec. 

 

The dedication of the playground 

equipment and picnic tables will 

be Sunday, June 19, following 

worship at 8:30 am. 
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Lines from LaVerne… Is there a Psalm more beautiful in the Bible than the 23rd Psalm? We all love 

that one. So peaceful. It seems as though we have many discontent people here in America. They seem 

to think they are missing out on something, but they don’t seem to know what. So they run madly after 

some sort of pleasure. Eating, drinking, swallowing pills, or taking drugs. They seem to be suffering 

from an inner hunger that they can’t satisfy. Are you hungry inside? Are you thirsty? Perhaps it is your 

instinctive craving for God. It is almost unbelievable that anyone can feel so insecure. If ever there was 

a generation that needed to be born again, it is this generation. They are of a generation called the “half 

cup”. We have one life to live, and we live at half empty and afraid. For millions this emptiness is 

depression. It lacks luster, sparkle and zest. The prospect of our eventual death is a morbid thought. 

The thought of a new life fails to thrill us. Some blame our dissatisfaction on our technology of our 

day. It seems inevitable consequence of automation and mechanization. We lose our dignity. 

Discontented people are dangerous people. We are not denied education here, but still the cup is half 

empty. When we are not filled with a sense of creative purpose then we can’t seem to find meaning in 

our lives. Just start thanking our Lord and praising Him. That is our hope. Fill our lives with love, 

laughter and joy.  

Does God same far away today? Wait and pray. God will visit you again. Trouble is not always trouble. 

Sometimes it protects you from some unknown hazard on your journey ahead. What kind of people 

would we be if we never had any troubles? We learn courage when we face danger.  

Sometimes we don’t feel the presence of God because we haven’t done anything for him. When did 

you go out of your way to do something generous and kind for someone? Perhaps, that is why you 

haven’t felt the presence of God. Keep your faith. 

 

P.S.May God bless you all. Expect a miracle. Be happy. Love one another. 
 

      Your Lay Minister, 

        LaVerne 

 

 

June we will be collecting  

Baby Care Kit items: 
 

 Sweatshirt with a hood, jacket, 

or sweater 

 Cotton t-shirts or onesies 

 Receiving blankets 

 Pair of socks 

 Bath-size (4-5 oz) bars of soap 

 Gowns/dresses (without feet) 

 Cloth diapers 

 Dark-colored hand towel 

 Diapers pins/ lg safety pin

 


