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Until further notice, church services will be livestreamed.

http://www.immanuel-strum.com/livestream.html
If you are not able to watch live, the services are recorded there to view at your convenience.

Dear Members of Elk Creek Lutheran Church,
Our Council met on May 19th and a motion was made to cancel
church services through June with the recent uptick of Covid 19
cases in the county. We will meet again on June 16th to address
the situation at that time and hopefully we will have good news to
report for July. I look forward to being able to gather together in
worship soon.
Keith Nelson
Council President
God doesn’t want fear to rule our lives. As our Great Protector, He is more concerned
with our safety than we are. When we trust Him and His promises of protection and
security, we can live boldly and confidently, knowing He is in control and will bring good
out of every experience. Nothing escapes His attention, and nothing can remove us
from the Father’s hand. When we pray and call on Him, He hears us, ready to meet
every need. What a joy and blessing to have that kind of personal relationship with the
One who knows us by name. What a sweet place of protection to rest in the arms of our
loving heavenly Father.
(Rebecca Barlow Jordan, author, contributor to Crosswalk.com).

Thank you for your prayers, cards and visits.
Much appreciated,
Freddie Kindschy

The Sunday School teachers have some
end-of-the-year words to share with their student
To my amazing 1st and 2nd grade class,
I really have enjoyed every single one of you so much! You
Hello pre-school Sunday School class!
each have such a special place in my heart. God sure has
blessed me with this time to get to know you and to shareI miss all of you! I hope I get to see you soon!
His wonderful love with you. The most loving thing you
I can hardly wait until we can all come back
can do is to share the good news of Jesus and do your best
to church so I can see your happy faces
to treat all His people with love. My big prayer for you is
that the love of God grows in your heart, year by year, andagain. Please try to remember to say your
that you water the garden of every heart you meet with prayers each night and have lots of fun with
that love. Always remember how much God loves you, your family.
and He wants you to know Him and love Him.
Love,
It was sad for me to miss out on being with you each
Bonnie xo
Sunday for the past few weeks . It put joy in my heart the
times I got to see some of you when I was delivering your
activity sheets. I am thankful for the weeks we studied
together. I hope our time together was a blessing to you,
that you learned a lot, and had fun. 
May God bless and keep you close to Him always Wilson
 Riley  Olivia Jocelyn 
Emma  Charlie Brock Brinsley 
Dear 5th and 6th grade Sunday School Class;
Have a super fun summer and I hope to see you very soon!I so enjoyed being able to meet with you on
Sunday mornings, work through our lessons
and have wonderful discussions on how they
Lots of love, to you from me!
apply to your life today. You have wonderful
Pam
hearts, and are a blessing to the church, the
community and of course to your families. I
hope and pray that you all continue to be the
GOOD, and look forward to when we can meet
in church again!
To my wonderful students: Kellen, Mayzie, and
Proverbs 22:6 Teach the children how they
Bernice. You made Sunday school so much fun and
should live, and they will remember it all their
it was such a joy to be your teacher this year. So
life.
sorry our time was cut short, but you are always in
my thoughts and prayers. I hope you have a fun
Thanks,
summer.
Barb
Sherri

Returning to In-Person Worship
At the May 14th council meeting of ILC, it was decided to stay the course of providing LiveStream worship for the Parish through the month of June following the guidelines set forth
by the Wisconsin Council of Churches. Elk Creek Lutheran of Hale also decided on May
19th to do the same. Thank you to the leadership of both congregations for being mindful of
the most vulnerable of this Parish in taking it slow in returning to In-Person Worship. Let
me assure you, that when it is safe to do so and the leadership has set out procedures and
plans for worshiping together in our buildings again, both congregations will return to
church to worship together as we all continue to fight against coronavirus. The Live-Stream
Service will continues to be broadcast at 8:30am on Sundays.
I think it is extremely important to follow the advice of epidemiologists, doctors, nurses,
and virologists because these experts of the scientific community have been working with
all kinds of pandemic infections from Ebola, to H1N1, SARS, and other coronaviruses and
their effect on peoples’ health and well-being. I think God works through these scientists to
help us determine when it is safe to return to In-Person Worship. Partisan politics will not
keep us safe.
Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson of the
Northwestern Wisconsin Synod of the ELCA had
this to say in a recent letter to Pastors, Deacons,
and SAM’s of the synod. “A pandemic is a health
crisis not a political situation. Because of the
separation of church and state, the government
cannot prevent us from worshipping, or order us to
worship, at any time. Yes, the church is essential.
The Church has never shut down. The church is
not a building. It is the people of faith. We know
we are essential, but it is not essential to gather in
person at this time. I encourage you to continue to offer online worship opportunities.” The
Bishop went on with recommendations. 1) Setting up a team to prepare our buildings and
set procedures to follow for In-Person Worship (the councils of both congregations are
working on this at this time). 2) Follow the Badger Bounce Back Plan of Phase 1: Ten or less,
Phase 2: Under fifty. We are currently in Phase 1. 3) Follow the ELCA guidelines for social
distancing—six feet apart/hand washing with use of sanitizer/avoid communion
distribution as we have done in the past, avoid passing offering plates, avoid shaking
hands, and singing. Bishop Laurie concluded with “Dear friends, as leaders of the church,
when faced with making decisions, I encourage you to keep asking, “What would love do?
How can we best love our neighbors? How can we keep our members safe?”
Therefore, I think it is best for all of us to make decisions on returning to In-Person
Worship based how we love and care for the most vulnerable; how we protect those on the
front lines of healing; how we support the efforts of those who supply the necessary
supplies and equipment needed; how we demonstrate empathy and compassion while
listening to the scientific community and its advice for our struggle against Covid-19. The
words of Jesus will help us along:

“One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and
seeing that he answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first
of all?” Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is
one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than
these.” (Mark 12:28-31)
Pastor Ahles

The Sunday School Committee would like to recognize the
Sunday School students and honor our graduating seniors at
an upcoming church service.
Keep your eye open for further details in the weeks ahead.

As we won’t be meeting together for
an unknown time, here are the people
we have been lifting up to God’s care
from the weekly bulletin.
Please include them in your prayers.
Mike Szydel
Harry Baker
Ruth Fischer
Bella
Shane Giacomino
Jean L.
Younge
Sharon Ovre
Audrey Harnisch
Gary Karlstad
Beverly Peterson

Kathy & Amelia
Hunter Miner
Patty Tornow,
Jim & Anita Goplin
Mike Nelson
Ken Tubbs
John Nichols
Paul Hable
Art Zwiefelhofer
Finley McCune
Jeannine

Don’t forget about our upcoming

WEDDING SHOW.
June 27 at 1 p.m.
Tea and light lunch will follow. We
are looking for wedding dresses to
showcase. Contact Tammy Danenberg
to submit a dress.

Elk Creek Lutheran Church Council Meeting -- May 19, 2020
The meeting was called to order by President Keith Nelson at 7:00 pm in the basement. Socially
distanced members present were: Pastor Valerian Ahles, Cedric Anderson, Jan Berg, Tom
Johnson, Keith Nelson, Lindsey Nelson, Lori Nelson, Tim Radatz, Becky Rongstad, and Stephanie
Rumstick.
Devotions and Prayer -- Pastor read from the second chapter of Hebrews. He emphasized that
the “cloud of witnesses” (those who have gone on to heaven before us) are always with us as we
“run with perseverance” and that we are all in this together. While some appear to be breezing
along and others are facing obstacles seen or unseen, we must be encouraging to others and to
look to Christ for guidance. He closed with a prayer.
Secretary’s Report -- Lindsey read the Minutes of the March 17, 2020 Council
Meeting. (Cedric) made a motion to approve; (Stephanie) seconded; motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report -- was presented by Keith with information provided by Haukness
Financial. He began by explaining the Paycheck Protection Plan deposit and noted that it was
fortunate that monthly giving has remained constant. Discussion of possible ways to reduce
expenses was discussed. Lindsey will contact LP gas provider about possibly renegotiating
contract and also having an energy audit done. She suggested lowering the temperature of the
basement (currently kept at 60 degrees) and sanctuary (50 degrees) when not being used. Jan
mentioned brushes in front doors may need to be replaced. Question with church groups not
meeting do we need the trash bin or would it cost more to restart the service in a few months.
Tim made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report; Becky seconded; motion passed.
March 31 April 30
 General Checking Account - $ 8,473.65 $19,243.33
 General Savings Account - $38,514.83 $38,514.83
 CD 4145 - $10,269.85 $10,269.85
 Building Fund Checking - $14,391.96 $14,393.14
 Memorial Fund - $ 3,541.44 $ 3,541.44
Pastor’s Report -Pastor conducted 11 “live stream” worship services -- including Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday, attended 5 “zoom” text studies, delivered 35 Daily Devotions on Facebook, recorded 3
Midweek Lenten Service on Facebook, attended 2 “zoom” Meetings With the Synod Office, made
a home visit with Jim & Steve Goplin, and had a home visit and Holy Communion with Jeneen &
Shannon Gaicomino and 7 of her family members. He also spoke to the Giacomino’s during the
Service Project at their home on May 16. Pastor indicated he had phone visits with 55 family
units and secondary visits with 15 family units. Some family units -- including shut-ins -- were
contacted more depending on their situations. He noted that the First Communion instruction
had been postponed for now and that nothing had been done with Elk Creek’s Confirmation
students because he did not have their contact information. He indicated that Blake Johnson is
the only Senior Confirmand and should be confirmed in the fall. Noah Filla, Brissa Johnson,
Kaitlyn Maug, and Gavin Johnson are Junior Confirmands. Stephanie provided contact
information for the students. He added that possibly he could do an in-class Confirmation

session with Elk Creek’s students -- sort of a day camp -- sometime in June. He noted that
Luther Park has cancelled all of their camps through August 8th.
Pastor indicated that he had been concentrating on the Strum students and had been getting a
very limited response from them. He said that he felt he has been struggling with establishing
good relationships with the students in the Confirmation class. Lori suggested possibly having an
individual mentor (not a family member) for each student who would confer with and possibly
help them throughout the Confirmation years.
WELCA Report -- Jan indicated that the Women’s Group had contracted with Maug Cleaning to
shampoo the carpet in the main room of the basement on May 21st. Council members helped
empty the room at the conclusion of the Council Meeting. Stephanie indicated that graduating
seniors Cole Stenson and Trevor Hammer will be receiving quilts.
Choir -- No report
Memorial Committee -- No report
Youth Group -- No report
Janitor -- No report.
Sunday School -- Lindsey indicated that she will speak with Tricia Lyngen about presenting the
Sunday School Awards at a future date. Tim will also check with Amber about the Awards. Lori
suggested that an article listing who earned which award could be included in the newsletter.
Office Staff -- Keith indicated that Crystal Johnson had asked not to be paid for the 2nd quarter
of this year. Organist Becky Rongstad also asked not to be paid for the 2nd quarter.
Joint Parish Council Report -- Keith indicated that Joint Council Chair Tom Wagoner had
contacted him with regards to time of service since the switch for Elk Creek to the 8:30 service
time would normally begin as of June 1st. However, until Elk Creek returns to having “in person
services,” Immanuel would like to continue at 8:30 with the “live streaming” of services for
members from both parishes to watch. It was noted that a decision has not been made by
Immanuel’s Council as to when “in person” services would return to Strum; but they will not be
happening until after their early June Council meeting.
Old Business -Carpeting: The ladies will be taking care of decisions regarding the carpeting in the entryway
and sanctuary. However, that has been tabled due to the COVID situation
Cemetery: The cemetery had been cleaned and necessary work completed. A big Thank You to
Steve Ebert and the other volunteers for working on the cemetary. Allen Rongstad powerwashed many of the gravestones and flowers will be planted in the urns and distributed to the
appropriate graves on May 20.
Lindsey asked if it was okay to pull the brush and weeds from the rock wall by the cemetery.
Answer: “Yes!” She and her boys will finish this and Kellen Nelson will spray to keep weeds,
trees, etc. from growing in that area.
Benevoences: Keith indicated that normally, the Church annually donates $1,000 to Lutheran
Social Services in May. He added, it had been included in the Budget. Tim made a motion to
make the donation to Lutheran Social Services; Lindsey seconded; motion passed.
Keith indicated that normally, the Church annually donates $500 to Luther Park Bible
Camp in May. He added, it had been included in the Budget and that this was for general
expenses, not the new building. Becky made a motion to make the donation to Luther Park Bible
Camp; Stephanie seconded; motion passed.
Other Benevolences are not usually paid at this time. A reminder that a donation had been made
to Curds for Kids in Trempealeau County with the Lenten donations and that the donations which
have arrived since that donation will also be sent to Curds for Kids in Trempealeau County.

New Business -Future Church Services -Council members agreed that the “live streaming” of services from Immanuel had been
working well and most members were very appreciative. Pastor noted that a memorial donation
had helped pay for them to become technologically possible. Prior to that only a limited number
of “dial ups” were possible. We offered a big “Thank You!” to Immanuel for providing this
service.
Keith asked for a discussion regarding when Elk Creek should begin having “in person
services'' and what should that look like? He noted that copies of the letters from the Bishops of
the Evangelical LutheranChurch in America and Rev. Kerri Parker of the Wisconsin Council of
Churches. It was noted that the recommendation for “in person services'' would be when up to
50 people could gather and that there could be no physical contact of any kind -- including not
handing out bulletins or passing of offering plates. Music could be played, but no singing and
speaking would be limited to the Pastor.Communion could be done if each individual was given
the bread and wine (in a disposable cup) on a small individual plate.
Tim suggested checking Trempealeau County’s COVID Guidelines which recommend
avoiding gathering with more than 10 people who do not live in your household and observing
physical distancing of 6 feet between individuals.
Cedric wanted to remind everyone that the 2 churches need to be unified and Keith noted that
each Council needs to make their own decisions, but that we do all need to work together.
Pastor said that even when both churches “open up” for “in person services” that the “live
streaming” of the services will continue.
Becky felt we could have in person church as long as everyone was wearing a mask and was
spread out throughout the sanctuary. She suggested that she would play the music and the
Pastor could read the words of each song so the message would be conveyed.
Pastor indicated that the only area church which is currently “opening up” is New Hope in
Northfield and that we have been fortunate to not have had a funeral. He added that there had
only been graveside services for Skip Skovbroten and the mourners had socially distanced
themselves.
Lori suggested that we would need to block off some pews or sections and there could be no
ushers. She added that information about the new guidelines would need to be communicated to
all church members.
Lindsey asked about using the basement during the services and possibly recommending
that parents with small children consider sitting in the basement as a way to limit touching.
Tim asked about having outdoor services -- possibly like the Easter service. Pastor said he
would need to find a way to amplify the sound so that no one would have to struggle to hear.
Lori made a motion to not have in person church services in June and that further discussion be
tabled until the June Council Meeting; Stephanie seconded; motion passed.
Service Project: A special Thank You goes to Kevin Rongstad for organizing the project
benefitting Jeneen Giacomino. Pastor noted that Jeneen had expressed her gratitude for “getting
her bucket list taken care of.”
Next Meeting -- The next Council meeting will be on June 16,2020 at 7:00 pm.
Adjournment -- Lori made a motion to adjourn; Tom seconded; motion passed. The meeting
was closed at 9:05 pm with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Lori Nelson, Recording Secretary

