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SUMMARY STATEMENT ABOUT THE 

LUTHERAN/CATHOLIC COMMEMORATON OF THE 
REFORMATION AND COUNTER-REFORMATION 

 
 On Oct 31, 2016 Pope Francis journeyed to 
Lund, Sweden, to join with Lutheran World Federation 
President Bishop Munib Younan and other Catholic and 
Lutheran leaders for the 499th year commemoration of 
the Lutheran Reformation. 
 Prior to his visit, the Vatican Pontifical Council 
for the Promotion of Christian Unity and the Lutheran 
World Federation together issued a Prayer Service and a 
ninety page study document of the last 500 years. Both 
are called "From Conflict to Communion." Both are 
being used around the world. 
 In the Chippewa Valley (Eau Claire and 
Chippewa plus parts Dunn and Pepin Counties) a 
committee of twelve (six Catholic and six Lutheran) has 
been established to oversee the Prayer Service and 
preliminary educational endeavors. Fr. John Schultz 
(Catholic) and Annie Halloin are Co-chairs, with Rev. 
Curt Rohland (Lutheran) as an interim Co-Chair. 
 The Prayer Service, with a combined choir of at 
least 200, will be at Immaculate Conception Church in 
Eau Claire. The reception will be across the street at St. 
John Lutheran Church. The date is Sunday, October 29, 
beginning at 4:00PM. Lutheran and Catholic 
Confirmation students plus Youth Group members are 
especially invited to participate.  
 Regarding music, choir directors are asked to 
send an estimated number of choir members who will 
be participating to Liz Wilson at   liz@shspec.org  The 
organizers understand that this is a guesstimate. Please 
do that now, as music needs to be ordered. There will 
be three practices next fall. When dates are 
determined, Liz will email you. 
Friends in Christ,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 We are coming upon the season of Pentecost.  I love 
the time of Pentecost.  It is the time of revelation, of seeing 
who God is for us, and for praising God for Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit. Watch for this revelation.  God is excited to share his 
life with you.  Pentecost is at the time when all creation 
celebrates green and resurrection.  The trees fill out, the fields 
are being planted and we keep watching for green sprouts 
from the dirt rows, the lawns need cutting and that smell 
rivals cinnamon rolls or bread.   
 Pentecost is the time when the Holy Spirit gave the 
church to the people.  God came and touched each person 
with a holy fire and a holy message.  The church has faced 
and triumphed in every trial and tribulation. We have grown 
and spread in spite of people who make it difficult to 
believe.  In World History in high school, I read about the 
church doing good things, then very bad things. And the 
church survived. In our day, the church is a blessing or it can 
also be a curse.  Each person is to bear the message of new 
life.  
 The church is never down for the count.  We rise at 
Pentecost, in spring, in love, kindness, generosity.  We are in a 
new time for our church.  It will take a lot of compromise and 
loving care to make this new alliance with Immanuel 
prosper.  There will be difficulties, complaints, and 
messes.  On the other hand, there will be unexpected 
blessings, new and helpful joint ventures, and the discovery of 
new ways to do church.   Some will have an easier transition 
than others.  All of us are the church together.  But the church 
throughout the ages has grown and prospered as long as we 
keep our eyes on Jesus.  We are called to love, not to criticize. 
Bless with kindness, not demands.  We are called to wait for 
God to move, not to go ahead of God in our own will.  We are 
able to rise up to Jesus’ teachings, and serve those around us 
with joy.  
  
 Since I do not know how long I will be here, this may 
also be my goodbye letter.  Through the last year your 
congregational members have blessed me so much, and I am 
guessing that they will continue to bless God’s servants 
following me.  I love meeting God’s saints, and also 
discovering new ways to love and worship our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Thank you for your service to Jesus Christ.  When I 
came into this church it reminded me of my childhood church 
in Mondovi.  I found you to be much like them, and I was able 
to shift back to the 50s, and the way church was done back 
then. A full circle.  Your church is supportive and kind to each 
of its members and guests.  Sometimes it has been a surprise 
when you have responded in a contemporary way, but each 
time, we have walked through the difficulties, challenges, 
changes, and crisis together.  May God’s Blessings and Call be 
upon you— each of you forever.  Keep your eyes upon Jesus. 

Pastor Gail George 
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May 10, 2017 Congregational Council Meeting 
 

Meeting was called to order at 7:13 p.m. by President 
Steve Ebert. Members present were Steve Ebert, Brandi 
Berg, Jim Odness, Bruce Thompson, Lynn Nelson, Pastor 

Gail George arrived late, Stephanie Rumstick, Keith 
Nelson, and Linda Odness 

 
Treasurer's Report presented by Brandi Berg.  

 Checking Account - $12,713.69  

 Building Fund Checking - $14,801.48 

 2020 General Fund - $25,214.55  

 Building Fund CD 2 - $13,526.99 

 Church Savings- $5,707.61   

 Memorial Fund - $2,882.11 
Motion to approve the treasurer’s report was made by 
Jim; 2nd Lynn; motion approved.  
 

Secretary's report for February’s Congregational 
Meeting was read by Linda Odness; motion made by 

Lynn; 2nd Bruce; motion approved. 
 

Pastor’s Report 
 No Report 
WELCA  

Did not meet this Month by  
hope to meet on May 12, 2017 

 
Old Business  

1. Senn Blacktop bid was received for $28,360.00 
which included paving out to the guard rails.  
Still no bid received from Perfection Pavers. 

2. Discussion was held regarding how to proceed 
with the parking lot paving and motion was mad 
by Linda to begin a Paving Fund, 2nd by Bruce, 
motion carried. 

3. Brandi informed council that bill for wiring of 
$5496.90 was received from Onstad Electric, 
and has been paid. 

4. Steve and Jim will be checking 
with “First Star” or another 
company to get fire extinguisher 
filled and look a purchasing a few 
more. 

5. Job description for the Church 
Secretary position will be posted 
as well as a job application. It is 
recommended that applications 
be submitted by June 4th to Steve 
Ebert’s mailbox in the outer 
office.  Motion was made by 
Stephanie to move forward with 
hiring this position, 2nd by Keith, 

motion carried. 
6. Our Call Committee met on April 27, 2017 to 

discuss questions as well as reviewed the profile 
that will be sent to the Synod Office. 

7. Joint Council meeting with Immanuel in Strum 
including both Call Committees, Parish Board 
members and Pastor Kaufman from the Synod 
Office was held on May 8th at Immanuel in 
Strum. Meeting was well attended and he 
informed us of the next step in the process 
which would include a new bridge Pastor. In the 
interim Pastor Gail George would be providing 
services to both congregations until the bridge 
Pastor is approved and arrives.  

8. The Shared Ministry Agreement was signed on 
Tuesday, May 9th, by both parish presidents. 
 

New Business  
1. Pastor Paul Tobiason shared with Pastor Gail 

that our children would be welcome to attend 
Vacation Bible School from August 6th thru the 
10th at Immanuel in Strum, with more 
information to come. 

2. In anticipation of hiring a new Pastor, Pastor Gail 
George recommended we have information 
regarding our Congregations stand on “Same 
Sex Marriage”, as this may come up in the 
interview process and the Call Committee needs 
to know our recommendation. As a result of the 
discussion a short survey will be offered with 
the following questions: 

   Pastor can marry off site 
   Pastor can marry at the church 

                     Pastor cannot marry at all 
Surveys will be available in the narthex at church. 

Members will be asked to mark one of these 
responses and place it in the box in the narthex. 

These surveys will be collected at church until June 
11th. The results of the survey will be used to 

develop our Congregations view on 
Same Sex Marriage and shared with the 

Immanuel Call Committee so that if a 
question arises during the interview 

process it can be addressed 
appropriately. 

 
Motion to adjourn made by Linda, 2nd 

by Kevin; Motion approved. Meeting 
adjourned at 9:17. We closed with the 
Lord’s Prayer. Respectfully submitted 
by Linda Odness, Recording Secretary. 
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10:30am Church Service 
Communion Celebrated 

Deacons: Barb & Allen 
Altar Guild: Deb 

COFFEE BEFORE CHURCH 
Bulletin:  

Eleva Community Dinner 5-6pm 
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Communion Celebrated 

Deacons: Ryan & Donna 
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WELCA Meeting @ 9:00 
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Ruby’s Pantry 
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United Church of 
Christ, Osseo 
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Letter from LaVerne 

Our good shepherd with us day and night looking 

over us and protecting us. We are his sheep. We 

will listen and know his voice and we will follow 

him. Christ who was willing to lay down his life for 

us his sheep. If one of us is lost he is looking for us. 

He will lead you into green pastures and guide you 

along paths of righteousness. What’s the condition 

hope in your life? Does it get you up in the morning 

and carry toy confidently through the day. Is still 

there when you fall asleep? If cares, worries, and 

fears have taken over your mind, then you need to 

open the windows for your soul and let a strong 

current of hope come surging through. When you 

start hoping instead of wishing then you will get 

hope. Any doctor can tell you that a seriously ill 

person who has a strong hope has a much better 

chance for survivor than one who simply gives up. 

Romans 8:24 for we are saved by hope. The nearer 

one comes to the savior, the more hope they have. 

As you walk with your loving God, who has walked 

with you ever since you were born, you light the 

flame of hope and shadows vanish. Spend every 

day with Jesus and you will become more like him. 

Who is your king? You are either in the sin of 

darkness or in the light of Jesus, God almighty is the 

Supreme Court. If we act as God’s children we must 

live by the Bible, it’s all in there. You cannot have a 

kingdom without servants. God has no super stars, 

no we are all servants. Morally we are in the Stone  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Age. Jesus has power when he touched people and 

they became alive. Power that he knew how to 

control. We do not see the power of God. We deny 

the Bible we don’t like to talk about miracles or 

deliverance. Experts in physical health and well-

being often utilize prayer in their therapy. 

Desirability, tension and kindred troubles may 

result from a lack of inner harmony. You can’t get a 

man physically healthy until you get him spiritually 

healthy. This is believed by many. Prayer is the 

greatest power available to any individual in 

solving personal problems. It’s not necessary to 

allow your spirit to sag or grow stale or dull. Prayer 

can freshen you up every night and send you 

renewed each morning. Prayer can freshen you up 

every night and send you renewed each morning. 

Prayer driven deeply into your subconscious can 

remake you. You must know that you are dealing 

with the most tremendous power in the world when 

you pray. Hard work, positive thinking, fair dealing, 

right treatment of people, and the proper kind of 

praying gets results. When there 

is a problem talk it over with 

God, simply and directly in 

prayer. Realize that God is 

always with you. Live your 

daily life full of prayer. 

-LaVerne 


