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Join us for
outdoor worship services
in July at 8:30 am
*Livestreamed services from Strum will be at 10:30 am http://www.immanuel-strum.com/livestream.html

Hello members of Elk Creek Lutheran Church,
Some good news! After much discussion at our last council meeting, we have decided to
have outdoor worship service in July. This will begin on July 5th at 8:30 and as a council we
will meet at our normal meeting time on July 7th and discuss what worked and things we
would like to change. We are excited to be able to gather as believers in Christ and have
been longing for this fellowship. We want people to have the choice of coming, if you are
afraid or worried you may stay home, we want people to have the choice on whether to stay
in their vehicles or bring their chair and spread out in the parking lot. We believe people will
make smart decisions. We won’t require people to do things other than respect each other’s
space. Immanuel in Strum will also still do the live stream at 10:30 with our service going to
be the first service (8:30) until next June.
Our services in July will have ushers handing out bulletins on each side of the parking lot of
the church and they can direct you to park. They just would need to know if you would like
to stay in your vehicle for worship or choose to sit in the parking lot. There will be parking
marked out ahead of time. The service will be on the north side of the church and pastor
will be able to project since he will be on the cement outdoor balcony.
As I look at what has transpired in the last few months, I can’t but help but feel like we all
need more of God’s love, so I will leave with a verse from 1 Thessalonians
“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing”. 1
Thessalonians 5:11

Keith Nelson- Council President

Benefit for Jeneen Giacomino
Jeneen is a lovely, caring and kind person who has recently been
diagnosed with stage IV Melanoma Cancer. Her family, friends, and
community that she lives in have been extremely supportive thus far,
but she still may have a difficult road ahead of her. Therefore, on
July 12th we will be hosting a golf scramble/benefit to help with
expenses associated with her recent diagnosis.

Events:
-Four person scramble at $40 per person which includes a pulled pork dinner
-6vs.6 volleyball tournament $150 per team, includes pulled pork dinner
-Raffles, baskets, and more!
-Food can be purchased - $10/meal or $5/sandwich only
-Cart not included. (Additional $9 per person)
* We ask that everyone abide by the current CDC recommendations regarding COVID19 at the
time. Dinners will also be available for pick up
Tee times start at 8am, call the club house at 715-597-3125 to reserve your spot!

Returning to “In-Person” Worship
It’s now three and half months since we have been together in worship in our church
buildings with one another. Originally, I was thinking we could’ve had “In-Person” worship
by Easter (April 12th), then maybe by Pentecost Sunday at the end of May, now it is the end
of June and the day’s sunlight is getting shorter. What’s more, is that Covid-19 is
continuing to increase in our area; Trempealeau county is in the red zone on the compass:
severe risk for more infections of coronavirus. A lot of this increase is due local bars and
larger gatherings where people are not using masks or practicing physical distancing of at
least 6ft.
Now, as both church councils have decided to return to “In-person” worship on Sunday,
July 5th, I have some concerns. Elk Creek will conduct outdoor worship with pastor and
organist on an outside balcony with cars and physical distancing on the parking lot.
Immanuel will be doing in-door worship with physical distancing in the pews, use of hand
sanitizers, wearing of facemasks with no singing, and receiving the offering at one door.
One concern is the increased risk of more coronavirus infections because we are simply
gathering together in a larger group. Another concern is centered around how we will treat
each other while following the rules that have been set up by the church councils to stay

safe and protect those most vulnerable to infection. I know some don’t want to wear masks
and may get offended by being turned away at the door, or they just won’t come. I hope we
can still sing while wearing masks. There are other concerns about doing holy communion,
baptisms, funerals, weddings, where large crowds will gather. As Christian brothers and
sisters bound by the love of God in Christ, how do we maintain peace and harmony as we
return to “In-person” worship?
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness,
and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just
as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you
were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish
one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to
God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him. (Colossians 3:12-17)
Can we return to “In-Person” worship, in the Spirit that Paul writes about in his letter to
the Colossians? Putting on the attributes of Christ when he walked the earth: compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, patience, forgiveness, and above all love, will help us
be together and keep all of us safe as we worship together. Clothed with the word and Spirit
of Christ, we get to be the chosen, holy and beloved people of God. We get the peace of
Christ to rule in our hearts, and we get the word of Christ to dwell in our hearts which
keeps us in harmony with God, each other, and the world. Because we have been baptized
into Christ, the word of Christ dwells in our hearts to sing with gratitude the psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs to God. AND, everything we do in word and deed is to be done
in the name of Jesus, giving thanks to God who loves the whole world. Therefore, when we
come together, let’s try being with each other by putting on Christ and dwelling in his Word
and Spirit. We can do this!
Pastor Ahles

Please include these individuals in your prayers.
Mike Szydel
Harry Baker
Ruth Fischer
Bella
Shane Giacomino
Jean L.

Younge
Sharon Ovre
Audrey Harnisch
Gary Karlstad
Beverly Peterson
Kathy & Amelia

Hunter Miner
Patty Tornow,
Jim & Anita Goplin
Mike Nelson
Ken Tubbs
John Nichols

Paul Hable
Art Zwiefelhofer
Finley McCune
Jeannine

Elk Creek Lutheran Church Council Meeting -- June
17, 2020
The meeting was called to order by President Keith
Nelson at 7:00. Members present were: Pastor
Valerian Ahles, Cedric Anderson, Jan Berg, Tom
Johnson, Anson McCune, Keith Nelson, Lindsey
Nelson, Lori Nelson, Becky Rongstad, and Stephanie
Rumstick,
Devotions and Prayer -- Pastor shared Psalm 130 in which the writer pleads with God to listen to his
pleas for mercy and relief from his deep hole of troubles. He admits that alone he is unworthy of
God’s love, but knows that through His forgiveness, all things are possible. Pastor noted that the
COVID 19 crisis, economic uncertainty, and social unrest have plunged all of us into a deep hole that
threatens to overwhelm us, but that with and through God’s grace we can make it through.
Secretary’s Report -- Lori presented the Minutes from the May 19 Meeting. Jan moved to approve;
Cedric seconded; motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report -- Keith presented the Treasurer’s Report with information provided by Haukness
Financial. He explained the change in the Building Fund was due to a payment to Danny Gray for the
purchase of a new garage door opener for the parsonage. Danny also installed the garage door
opener. Lindsey asked about the payment for Easter flowers and Jan explained it was for a standing
order for the palms for Palm Sunday and 4 lilies for the church. Lindsey made a motion to approve;
Tom seconded; motion passed.
 General Checking Account - $19,384.87
 General Savings Account - $38,514.83
 CD 4145 - $10,269.85
 Building Fund Checking - $14,132.63
 Memorial Fund - $3,541.44
WEICA Report -- Keith presented the Immanuel - ElkCreek United Lutheran Parish Statement of
Financial Position with information provided by Haukness Financial. Pastor explained payment of a
bill for virus protection software update for the Parish’s computer. Stephanie made a motion to
approve; Jan seconded; motion passed.
Pastor’s Report -Pastor conducted 3 Live-Stream worship services, attended 3 Zoom text study meetings with the
Dairyland Conference Pastors, the Dairyland Conference Pastors Zoom Meeting, and 1 Synod Zoom
Meeting. He attended the Joint Council Meeting on June 16, the Cemetery Association Meeting on
May 28, and 4 Coffee Fellowships. The Coffee Fellowships are held in the basement on Wednesday
mornings at 10 a.m. and anyone who wants to is invited to socially distance socialize. Pastor
delivered 17 Daily Devotions on Facebook and had phone visits with 23 family units and 4 phone
visits with the confirmation students. On June 10th, Pastor met with 4 of the 5 Confirmation students
and their parents. They decided to meet at the church at 1 p.m. on June 23 & 30 and on July 7, 14, &
21. This will make up for the classes missed since church was cancelled. Blake Johnson can be
confirmed this fall if he turns in his Statement of Faith or he can choose to wait and be confirmed the
following fall with the 4 Junior Confirmands. He noted that he had also had his 1st in-person meeting
with 8 of the 12 Senior Confirmands of Strum. He will be conducting a Graveside Service for Bob
Nelson on June 27.
Pastor noted two problems at the Parsonage. Pine Squirrels appear to have taken up residence
under the siding and under the back deck and the thermostat in the parsonage is no longer working.
Allen Rongstad and Anson will set up traps which will hopefully get rid of the squirrels, although
shooting them or feeding them Coca Cola was mentioned. It was noted that the Air Conditioner was
installed just prior to the Ahles’s arrival and may still be under warranty. Tom will speak with Danny
Gray about purchasing and installing a new programmable thermostat for the parsonage. Jan made a
motion to purchase a programmable thermostat and to get it installed. Lindsey seconded it and the

motion passed. Pastor Ahles’ Office Hours at Elk Creek are generally from 8:30 - 12:30 on
Wednesday mornings.
Choir -- No report
Memorial Committee -- No report
Office Staff -- No report
Janitor -- She has worked only once since the closing of the church.
WELCA Report -* Jan reported that after visiting the church, Halama Flooring was
“not interested in tackling such a big job” so Howard’s was
contacted. Their representative took measurements, provided some
samples, and provided estimates for redoing part of all of the carpet
for the sanctuary, entry, stairways to the basement and balcony, the
Council Room, Cry Room, Office, etc. The ladies felt the focus
should probably be on replacing the center aisle, entryway, and
stairs to the basement and balcony. It was noted that the carpet in
front of the altar and in the Pastor’s Room and Counting Room was
in pretty good shape and could be stretched to eliminate any
wrinkled areas. Howard's representative recommended using carpet
tiles and provided samples. He also invited a group to come to the
store to see more samples which could then be brought to the
church to try to match with the carpet by the altar. The Women’s
Group will continue to work on this.
* Stephanie noted that Jan had taken a number of items for
“Birthday Boxes” (books, stuffed animals, toys, quilts, cake mixes,
candles, & frosting) to Western Dairyland for distribution to children
in Foster Care, She said Janelle Johnson has been cleaning out and organizing the quilting supplies
with help from Jan, Becky, Lori, Stephanie, Barb Nelson, and Genell’s granddaughter Bernice. They
have also been completing a number of quilts. Becky noted that a quilt is always set up in the
basement ready for anyone to stop in to tie and she invited any and everyone to feel free to lend a
hand.
* Jan noted that the Mission Tote is located in the entryway of the church and anyone can drop off
items for any of the “kits” -- health, baby, school, personal care, etc. She noted that canned goods
can not be distributed at this time.
* Jan said that she and Stephanie had also organized monetary donations from a number of the
women. The money was used to purchase food and other items which were then given to families
who live in the neighborhoods where rioting occurred in the Twin Cities. Jessica Berg transported the
items and made sure they got to the right people.
* Keith and the Council offered “a big Thank You for all of your hard work”to the ladies. Becky said we
are enjoying and would welcome help from anyone who wants to join in.
Youth Group -- Keith said he had been contacted by Jessica and Kevin Berg who are interested in
organizing and working with the church's youth. He read a letter from them -- “We would love to be
involved with the youth of the church” and would enthusiastically like to share God’s love with them.
Pastor said that Jessica had also talked to him. She suggested that they could meet with the Middle
and High School students possibly during the traditional Sunday School hour. Pastor suggested that
this should be Confirmation students and older. Lori suggested using the balcony as a possible site
for their meetings if all of the classrooms would be in use. Keith will ask her to submit an article for the
Newsletter. Council members are happy to have their interest and may be willing to have a Youth
Representative to the Council in the future.

Sunday School -- Lindsey has talked to Tricia Lyngen about the awards. An
article with award winners will be placed in the Newsletter and the awards will
be presented at an upcoming church service.
Joint Parish Council Report -- Keith reported that the Joint Council met on
June 16. The primary discussion was how to handle planning for future church
services. It was noted that Immanuel’s Council had voted to hold in-person
church services in the church building beginning with the July 5 service. They
planned to allow 50 socially distanced people into the Church and Chapel at
that time. Pastor indicated that everyone must wear a mask, the offering would
be made at the door, the ushers would seat people with social distancing, and
Communion would be done using pre-packaged individual cups with wafers.
When Elk Creek begins having services again, Immanuel’s services will move
to the later time slot.
Old Business -A. Carpet -- Following WELCA Report, the issue was Tabled.
B. Future Church Services -- At the start of the discussion it was noted that the COVID-19 Risk
Level for Trempealeau County had been raised to Severe earlier that day. When Immanuel
made their plans, the Level had been at Moderate and on June 16, the Level had been High.
[Severe Risk = Indoors - no one outside of family indoors and Outdoors - no one outside of the
household; High Risk = Indoors - 15 or fewer with masks and distance and Outdoors - 50 or
fewer with masks or distance; Moderate Risk = Indoors - 50 or fewer with masks or distance
and Outdoors - 100 or fewer with masks or distance; Low Risk = Indoors - 100 or fewer and
Outdoors - 250 or fewer people.] All agreed that the Levels will probably bounce around for a
while, but that we wanted to go ahead and try to have in-person services of some kind.
a. Becky said South Beef River and Kings Valley are having socially distanced services
without any music. Chimney Rock is opening but with a recommendation that
parishioners over 65 not attend. Keith stated that the longer we go without having actual
services, the more we endanger the long term health of our church and the Council
members agreed that is a danger.
b. Cedric asked about where in the county are large groups of people working and what
are the infection rates. Lindsey noted that at the Severe Level we need to set up
precautions to be as safe as possible. Pastor indicated Drive-In Services would
probably be safest with people staying in cars and no mingling. Face Masks should be
worn if the car windows are open. Keith asked if we wanted to have church at all.
Answer was YES! Lori suggested deciding for July and maybe August -- especially
since the Council Meeting is July 7. Jan made a motion to hold outdoor services during
the month of July. The services will begin at 8:30 a.m. on July 5. Anson seconded and
the motion carried.
c. Discussion followed about specifics for the service [possibly using Tommy Johnson’s
trailer and/or Becky Rongstad’s tent, purchasing additional sound amplifiers, positioning
of Pastor, podium, and clavinova for music, organizing electrical and audio cords, etc.]
when it was noted the best option would be using the balcony off the Counting Room as
the site for the Pastor and Becky on the clavinova. They would also do the Readings.
To maximize safety, the Offering Plate will be located in one spot and parishioners will
be asked to place their donations in it as they leave. Anson will measure out spaces for
people to sit in lawn chairs to maintain social distancing. He will mark them with chalk
lines. Signs will indicate vehicle parking areas -- especially for those who want to remain
in their cars during the service. Ushers will direct people for parking and/or sitting in
lawn chairs. Pastor and Crystal Johnson will create a user-friendly bulletin -- similar to
the ones currently available to those viewing the live-stream services. After much
discussion, it was decided that Masks would be recommended, but usage would be
optional.

d. Communion will not be offered on July 5; however we would like it to be available in the
future. Anson made a motion to have Crystal Johnson explore and purchase disposable
communion cups with wafers like those which will be used at Immanuel. Stephanie
seconded and the motion carried. It was noted that Communion would not be offered
until after the Council’s July 7 Meeting.
e. Lori asked about how to handle Funerals if necessary. Anson said “let them have the
building” and everyone agreed. Jan recommended that no lunch be served at the
church. It was noted that since so many services have already been postponed, this
could definitely become an issue. It was agreed that the sanctuary would need to be
divided and set up for social distancing in the event this was needed. Masks would also
be recommended, but usage would be optional.
C. Room Dividers / Curtains -- Tabled
D. Fire Extinguishers -- Tabled
E. Copier / Printer -- Tabled
F. Lights in Council Room -- Jan will talk to Kenny Berg about buying and installing new lights for
the Council Room. It has already been authorized by the Council.
G. Louvers -- Tabled
H. Garage Door Opener at the parsonage -- A new garage door opener has been purchased and
installed by Danny Grey.
I. Riverland Energy Audit -- Lindsey reported that the price of a Heat Loss Energy Audit is $350,
but Riverland Coop would pay $150 toward this so that the overall cost would be $200. It was
noted that this would probably need to be done in the fall or winter. She said Riverland also
offers an overall Energy Audit for free. After assessing current equipment and practices, they
would make recommendations. The Council directed Lindsey to reach out to Riverland Energy
to see what they can do and what their recommendations would be.
J. LP contract for church gas -- Lindsey contacted the company and learned that due to market
volatility they would not lock in a price at this time; however, they would probably consider
offering a reduced rate because we are a church.
New Business A. Seal Coating of Blacktop -- Keith noted it has been 2 years since the blacktop was installed
and seal coating may be needed. He suggested contacting a company for an estimate. Cedric
offered to check with the Trempealeau County Highway Commissioner for his recommendation
as to whether we need to do this at this time. The issue was tabled.
B. Flat Roof Resealing -- Keith suggested that the flat roof above the Sunday School rooms may
need to be resealed since it has not happened recently. Cedric noted it had been inspected 12
years ago by a friendly roofer. He volunteered to ask the roofer to visit the church to examine
the condition of the roof and to offer recommendations. The issue was tabled.
C. Elevator Inspection -- Tabled
D. Monthly Bills -- Keith said that payments will be made to the custodian, and for a thermostat for
the parsonage and lights for the Council Room.
E. Other -F. Thank Yous -- Keith read Thank You notes from Jeneen Giacamino, Luther Park, and Feed My
People for the Curds for Kids of Trempealeau County. Anson noted that a benefit is being
planned for Jeneen at the Osseo Golf Course on July 12.
G. Offering -- Lori suggested the Council members at the Wednesday Coffee and Fellowship
handle counting, recording, and deposition of donations. Jan, Stephanie, Cedric, and Becky
agreed to do this.
H. On-line Giving -- Keith said Tim is working on this. A report should be available soon.
I. PPP Funds -- Keith noted that the $8,000 the church received in PPP funds must be spent
within 24 weeks. This can be used to pay for utilities and the pastor’s payroll. He added that
there will probably be some left over and asked Council members to consider what we would
want to do with that and bring suggestions to the July meeting.

Next Meeting -- The next Council meeting will be on July 7, 2020 at 7 pm.
Adjournment -- Tom made a motion to adjourn; Cedric seconded; motion passed. The meeting was
closed at 10:00 with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Lori Nelson, Recording Secretary

Lines from LaVerne…
Have you seen some folks who have allowed their life to wear them down? They used to walk
with a spring in their step, they were joyful. They greeted each day with excitement. Sooner or
later there will be an opportunity to become discouraged. We all have problems of some kind or
another, but always remember God is leading the way. He has given us the strength to be where
we are with a good attitude. Keep your joy and know God is in control of our lives. He allows you
to go to where you are supposed to be. You will face opposition on your journey toward heaven.
The road may be more difficult than you expected. You may think things will never work out, but
keep hanging in there. God created you so you need to say, “I have come too far to stop now.”
How about the people of Israel who were headed for the Promised Land, but they were getting
discouraged on the way? They weren’t actually lost, because God was leading them, but they felt
lost. Like the people of Israel, you may be right next door to your promised land. Now is the
time to believe and keep your faith.

Your Lay Minister, LaVerne
P.S. Things happen, but always keep your faith. I miss you all.

(NOT APPROVED) MEETING MINUTES OF THE JOINT PARISH BOARD of
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & ELK CREEK LUTHERAN CHURCH
Meeting Date: June 16, 2020
The meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. by Tom Wagoner
In Attendance: Pastor Ahles, Tom Wagoner, Steve Ebert, Vicki Hanson, Camille Skoug, Kris Husby, Keith
Nelson, Pam Johnson

Opening Devotions: Pastor shared that he was called to Brad Winjue’s home today, and Brad passed away this
afternoon. Pastor shared a Bible reading from Psalm 27 with us, a soothing passage assuring us that there is
nothing to fear, that the Lord is our stronghold. He asked us to think about Our Lord, and meditate on whether
we know Him to be the Lord of this passage, the Lord who shelters us and protects us through all of life’s
hardships.
Last Quarter’s Minutes: The February meeting minutes were reviewed. Pastor made the correction the
spelling of Christine’s name. Motion by Keith to approve as amended. Seconded by Camille.
Review of Financials: Statements on checking account and financial statement were reviewed. Motion made
by Kris to approve financials as presented. Seconded by Camille.
Paycheck Protection Program Loan: Keith updated us on the process of applying for the loan and the
prospects of repayment. Terms are still changing as late as last Friday, but in a favorable way, making it more
likely that repayment may not be required.
Plans for Returning to In-Person Worship Services: Immanuel’s planned open date is July 5th. The holiday
weekend will likely be lower attendance and allow for tweaking any issues they see arise. Adaptions to be
made include: family groups will be ushered to their seats to ensure 6 foot minimum distance from other
congregants; after worship concludes, congregants will be dismissed by ushers to keep physical distance
orderly; hymnals will be removed and song lyrics included in bulletins; masks are mandatory; when 48
attendees are reached, additional members will be sent to chapel where service will be streamed; hand sanitizer
will be available at the door; individual disposable cups of grape juice with wafer in package have been
purchased to administer communion. Elk Creek is meeting Thursday night to work out a start date and Elk
Creek’s details. Pastor mentioned that additional restrictions to opening may be coming soon as cases are rising
in Trempealeau county, so our planned dates may be delayed.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor is tentatively looking toward taking vacation time around the end of July/early
August. No specific dates yet. Discussed that depending on how events play out as the summer goes on, we
may have the difficulty in finding a supply pastor.
Pastor is meeting with Immanuel’s second year confirmation class for 6 weeks. Will play catch up with first
year students in the fall. At Elk Creek, he will begin meeting next Tuesday at 1 pm for 5 or 6 weeks for Elk
Creek. Both churches will meet in the basement to allow space to keep physical distance.
Pastor has presided over 3 grave side services at Immanuel. At Elk Creek, there will be a grave side service for
Bob Nelson in June. There are 2 funerals at Strum coming up. Funeral homes have been very helpful in
making it easy to follow physically distant precautions.
The Elk Creek ladies are working on hospital type gowns for Pastor to use, so he can make home visits and put
on a clean gown at each visit to prevent exposure from one house to the next. He asked that Elk Creek consider
purchasing disposable communion cups with wafers for home visits to minimize risk.
Our next meeting is scheduled for 6:30 on Tuesday September 15 at Elk Creek. It was also noted that
congregational councils should review during their October meeting if there are any concerns or proposed
changes for the parish agreement that they would like addressed during our November meeting.
Meeting concluded at 7:30 with the Lord’s prayer.
Next meeting to be held September 18, 2020 6:30 p.m. at Elk Creek.

