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Liberty and Justice for All

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the
United States of America,
and
to the Republic for which it stands, one
nation under God, indivisible, with
liberty and justice for all.
Once again, we come to that time of the
year when we have opportunity to freely
gather together to celebrate our nation’s
independence. Perhaps we will have
opportunity to stand with hats off and
hand upon the heart and recite the Pledge
of Allegiance as quoted above. As we do so,
I want all of us to consider the final
phrase, “with liberty and justice for
all.”
What does this mean as immigrants
come to our borders for sanctuary from
their oppressors? What does this mean
when we separate immigrant families from
their children? What does this mean when
we cage immigrants up like animals as if
they have no humanity in them at all? Do
we really desire our nation to be a nation
that welcomes and promotes liberty and
justice for all who come to our borders?
Have we become a nation with “0
tolerance”?
What comes to mind for me this year, is what is written at the base of the Statue of
Liberty in the New York harbor: Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled
masses yearning to breathe free, the wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me, I lift my lamp beside the golden
door! To some Americans, the words of Emma Lazarus(1883) are our national motto.
Others say they’re our national curse. What do you think? Motto? Curse? Both?
Neither? What does the Statue of Liberty mean for us today?
A gift from the people of France in the 1880’s, the Statue of Liberty stands as the
image that symbolizes our immigrant heritage. Unless we are all native Americans who
lived here centuries before our immigrant forefathers and foremothers, we are ALL
descendants of immigrants. We are an immigrant nation! What would our ancestors
have done if they were treated so badly at Ellis Island or any other port of entry? Maybe
we wouldn’t even be here in the land of the free and the home of the brave.

on Sunday, July 1!!

A community service will be held at
the Pleasantville Ball Field.
Lima Polka Band Prelude @ 10
Service @ 10:30

Council Meeting

Wednesday, July 11
at 7 p.m.

*date change due to the holiday

We live in this nation of “Liberty and Justice for All” and sometimes we are terrified
by what is happening around the world and here among us in the United States of
America. We sometimes may be fearful of what could happen to our liberty and justice
and let our fears determine our actions. Yet, as we stand together on the right or left or
anywhere in between to celebrate “with liberty and justice for all”, let us remember
we live in communities of faith believing that Jesus is with us; that God cares for us
and the whole world; that even though God doesn’t owe us anything, God sent Jesus to
be with us so that all of us together, in faith and love, will work for Liberty and justice
for All. Jesus said to his followers: “I give you a new commandment, that you love one
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35)
Pr. Ahles

June 5, 2018 Congregational Council Meeting (Unapproved)
Meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by President Steve Ebert. Members present were Steve Ebert, Linda Odness,
Brandi Berg, Stephanie Rumstick, Lynn Nelson, Jim Odness, Keith Nelson, Bruce Thompson, Tim Radatz and Pastor
Ahles
Pastor led us in Prayer with a reading from Exodus 3. Following the reading he posed the question, “How do you
approach God?” He wonders if we may be losing our ability to have God grab our attention. We need to be more watchful
and curious about what God is trying to tell us. We especially need to be mindful of the children in our congregation.
Treasurer's Report provided and presented by Brandi Berg
 Checking Account - $20,431.57
Building Fund Checking - $9,690.34
 2020 General Fund - $30,325.11
Parking Lot Fund $2,886.00
 Church Savings- $19,329.70
Memorial Fund - $3,637.52
Motion to approve the treasurer’s report was made by Jim; 2nd by Stephanie; motion approved.
Secretary's report for the May Congregational Council Meeting was read by Linda Odness; with changes made, motion
to approve as amended made by Tim, 2nd by Jim; motion carried.
Pastor’s Report
 The Pastored shared his month activities for the month including visits to shut-ins and NWWI Synod Assembly
just to highlight a few items.
 He also shared that the Dairyland Conference Pastor’s meeting was held in Chetek with a special program for
Ben.
 He will be attending a continuing education workshop on June 19-20 in Eden Prairie, MN.
 Pastor will also be on Vacation from July 3-July 10, 2018.
WELCA
 Monthly meeting will be held Sunday, June 10 after service.
 Ladies provided meal for Mildred Mock memorial service on May 30, 2018.
 Eight ladies from the church will be attending a Salad Luncheon at Pigeon Falls on 6/7/2018.
Parish Secretary Update


Personnel committee will meet this month with Crystal for review of how first year went and then discuss
upcoming year.
 Linda will contact Crystal to setup a date.
Parish Council



Steve Ebert shared that the next meeting is August 24, 2018, and Pastor Ahles with provided a sample of what a
joint account for Pastor’s bills could look like.
 Steve also shared that the Feed My People Program will be moving from Immanuel to the old Trempealeau
County Health Care Center beginning in July
Old Business
1. Jim contacted Osseo Plastics and the plan is to redo the floor in the dishwasher area in mid-June.
2. Danny Gray is busy, but as soon as is possible he will get windows for the breezeway at the parsonage and install
them.
3. The Facility Use Committee will meet soon, once the ladies have generated a guideline for kitchen and lower
level usage.
4. Steve and Jim met with, Al Rinka, Trempealeau County Highway Commissioner and he said that the area was
very large and he strongly advised that we go with blacktop. After getting this information Steve contacted Ouim
and they are going to honor the bid from last year, $23,980.00 and would be able to do the job in early August.
5. Jim made a motion to move forward with Ouim for blacktopping the parking lot and get a bid for the driveway,
Brandi 2nd the motion, motion carried.
6. Brandi suggested checking with Arnie Yarrington to see if you would be able to service the lawn tractor, Jim will
contact him.
7. Steve will contact Ouim to get a bid for the driveway at the parsonage.
8. Jim will contact Nate Rongstad to see about getting a new apron pored at the parsonage prior to the blacktopping.
9. Decision made to table a decision on increasing a donation for the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America:
Always New Campaign, to $1000.00.
10. Brandi shared that a new computer has not been purchased yet, but she and Crystal will take care of making the
purchase in June.
11. Transfer of $5000.00 from the general checking account to the 2020 Fund, has not been completed yet, but Brandi
will do so after the meeting.
12. Fire extinguishers need to be filled in the fall.
New Business
1. Brandi shared that the Elevator passed the state inspection.
2. Jim purchased a new exterior post light for the parsonage and will be installing that later this month.
3. Steve shared a letter from TCHC regarding a donation for car seats, no action was taken, will discuss at July
meeting.
4. Lynn brought up a concern regarding the landscape in the front of the church, discussion was held and plan is to
address in the fall.
5. Discussion held regarding how someone becomes a member of the church and if we want a class for them. Pastor
shared things he has done in the past, no definite action was taken, will discuss further as needed Pastor did share
that if someone wishes to transfer their membership from a different church, that person wand to transfer needs to
initiate the action from the church they are currently a member of.
6. Tim brought to the council’s attention that the scheduled meeting for July would be on the 3rd, many members will
be gone so date changed to Wednesday July 11, at 7:00.
Motion to adjourn made by Tim, 2nd by Keith; motion approved. Meeting adjourned at 8:42. We closed with the Lord’s
Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Linda Odness, Recording Secretary.

Vacation Bible School at Immanuel in Strum
will be August 5-9. Sunday, the 5th it will be
5:30-8pm and Monday-Thursday it will run
from 3:30-8pm and supper will be provided.
Students K-6 are invited to attend. There may
be a small cost to participate. All questions can
be directed to Michelle at Immanuel
715.695.3511.

Elk Creek WELCA Meeting
June 10, 2018
Meeting opened by President Berg with Verse and Creed.
Minutes of last meeting read, motion to approve by Stephanie,
2nd by Rhonda.
Treasurer report given: Beginning Balance $10,435.66,
Ending Balance: $10,204.42 (Statement not yet received from
bank)
Max Rate
$4,435.01, Seminary fund $10, 226.40. Treasurers report was
accepted and placed on file.
Old Business:
Church in the Barn – Thrivent action plan is needed for Meat and
Buns, Barb will apply. Work groups to supply bars and salads.
Will check with Donna on the quantity of Hot beef/Pork was
purchased last year.
Raffle tickets are ready to be cut. For the Quilt made by Jean S. for the Bazaar. A quilt has been made for
Mara, Prayer Shawl to go to Elizabeth.
Callers
to call workers to bring food for coffee hour after the service for the summer. During the summer is not good
use of Thrivent dollars. The Sew n Sews are not meeting for quilting over the summer, but do plan to get
together for coffee at 10:00 on Wednesdays at the church. Anyone is welcome to join them.
New Business:
Outer office area is looking cluttered, and in need of some organization. Current state makes for a poor 1 st
impression for people coming to meet with Pastor. Suggested to take some of the hymnal angels to Lake
Martha days to see if we could sell them. Discussed volunteers to work at the table in Park for Lake Martha
Days. Cookbooks, and possibly church directories will also be taken to sell.
Jan and Brandi shared some items from the church council meeting. They are hoping to have the parking lot
blacktopped in August. Whitehall school district has overdue lunch accounts. Senior’s with the overdue
accounts are unable to walk at graduation if lunch money is due. They have noted an increased participation
in the summer food program also (funded by a federal grant program). Jan will go talk to Mr. Bagly to get
more information on what we can do to help. Possibly provide assistance for parents with completing the free
lunch forms during orientation.
Bill was summited by Barb for the new ledger for minutes. Cost was $53.27. Last ledger book, the same size,
has minutes from 1/2001 to 3/2018.
Thank you notes were read from Bonnie, Brad, Mitchell Sluga, Whitehall food pantry and Diaper Pantry.
Crystal will be gone from June 17-25. Let Pastor know of any prayer concerns in her absence.
Offering was taken and meeting closed with Lord’s Prayer.
Barb Fischer, Secretary

July 29, the 5th Sunday in July, will be a normal service at Elk
Creek. We will celebrate the Immanuel and Elk Creek congregations’
joint service on Sunday, August 12, when we have Church in the
Barn at the Johnson Barn.

Lines from LaVerne… Our Love From God
Jesus tells us, “I am in the Father and the Father is in me.” He also says, “Whoever loves me will keep my word
and we will come and make our dwelling with him.” We are not alone in our bodies and minds, because love
allows us to remain or abide in God and God in us. John 15:4 says, “Remain in me, as I remain in you.” Jesus
had done an awful lot of praying. If He needed prayer to stay close to God, then I am sure, we too, need to do
a lot of praying in order to stay close to God. Jesus prays, he taught about prayer, he nudged His followers into
the presence of God to do their own praying. We were to learn from Jesus. He was sent here to help us to
learn from His example. If we ask Him, what will he give us? Everything we ask for is insignificant compared to
the fact that Jesus willingly suffered and died for us. God shows those who fear Him the purest and most
perfect love. Nothing that God has promised is too difficult for Him to do. Perfect love gives itself totally to the
one who is loved.
Your Lay Minister,

LaVerne

