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ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting will be Sunday, January 31
after church at 10 am in the sanctuary.
If you would like to join us remotely, the meeting will be televised
downstairs, you can join us from your car via radio, or you can
participate via livestream through Google Meet. Get your email to Keith
Nelson, and he will share the link with you prior to the meeting.

The Women of Elk Creek Lutheran Church have been BUSY in 2020!
While many stayed home, these Ladies were busy serving!
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WELCA 2020 Donations:
Sleep in Heavenly Peace - 38 quilts and 4 twin sheet sets
Quilts to Western Dairyland – 32
Western Dairyland Homeless Shelter – 62 items (towels, pillowcases, socks, hats, combs,
mittens, gloves, scarves, slippers, sweaters)
Fostering Success (Scout) – 15 quilts
Sojourner House in Eau Claire – 19 quilts, 13 socks, 3 gloves
3 quilts for benefits
Birthday Boxes – Western Dairyland – 93 items (quilts, throws,
stuffed animals, socks, DVDs, hats, mittens, cake mixes, books)
Pajama Grandma – 143 pairs of pajamas, sleepy pants, sleep
shirts
50 bars of soap to the Food Pantries of Whitehall, Strum, and
Osseo
15 dog and cat beds made from quilting scraps
104 items for Christmas at TCHCC (shower gel, shampoo, hair
brushes, hats, gloves, socks, calendars, sketch pads, markers,
colored pencils, crayons, coloring books, crossword books, word finds, playing cards)
Gown for Pastor for nursing home visits
15 bags of groceries to Minneapolis after riots
Mission Kits:
o Health kits: 57
o Sewing kits: 15
o School kits: 50
o Quilts: 8
o Baby kits: 33
o 163 total kits with 1,939 items!!

Please have all reports for the ANNUAL REPORT submitted to
Crystal Johnson by Sunday, January 17th. Thank you!!
Lines from LaVerne…..We are about to enter a new year. Can we make it a better year than last
year? I sincerely hope so. In the beginning before here was something, there was someone. Go back in
your mind, way, way back and imagine the world before the existence of matter and energy, space and
time. There was nothing and an odd thing happens behind the nothingness. Out of nothingness we have a
Creator. This God, in the Bible, has always existed and will always exist. He exists as a communion of
three persons – infinite, personal, triune, transcendent, immanent all at the same time. It is from this
eternal community of oneness that everything is spoken into existence. From out of his great depths of
love, He spoke light into being, separating it from darkness. Then gave us the sun, moon, and stars,
atmosphere, dry land and waters, oxygen, trees of fruit, fish and everything else we have. Then, He
created humans. Perhaps, caring for us the most and expecting the best from us. We could praise Him
and appreciate Him and thank Him and pray to Him. One thing is clear; He did not need our help. God is
God and we are not. God created absolutely everything. Here was Adam and Eve in this beautiful
surrounding and God gave them only one rule, “Don’t eat the fruit of this one tree.” How hard could that
be? The book of Genesis is as a window, a lens through which we see our world, our place in the world
and the rest of the Bible. Would you believe that before Genesis was written down, lots of history had
taken place? Adam and Eve, creation, the Fall: murder, exile, construction, destruction, famines, floods,
dysfunctional families. Genesis was not written as it happened. Genesis is written to remind us of what
has happened. What God has done and how he has interacted with His people through the beginning of
human history. Scripture is correct, it reveals and instructs. Moses finally put down in writing the stories
that had been handed down from generation to generation. The beginning of the Bible does more than
reveal something about God’s character and nature. It reveals something of God’s desires and rights and
values. This God values structure and order, but He takes His time. Each snowflake, each flower, each
person it appears seems to be handcrafted by God. He prefers a rhythm of work and rest to a demanding
work schedule. He could have created everything all at once. He doesn’t get tired, but He chooses to rest.
He values rest as much as He values work. Only humans bear the image of God. Your word, dear Lord, is
a love letter to the people You created. Your word will renew our minds. Dear Lord, give me a growing
heart for your people.
Your Lay Minister,
LaVerne
P.S. May your New Year be great and may God bless you all.

Upcoming Worship services
Continue to watch the church Facebook
group and your email for details.
*8:30 am join us for in-person worship OR join us from your car in the parking lot
via channel 87.9 FM
*10:30 am livestreamed services from Strum (and is recorded so it can be viewed
at a later time) http://www.immanuel-strum.com/livestream.html

Resolve to Repent: Turn to God With Us!
Are you all ready to make a New Year’s Resolution? They say that nearly half of all
Americans have given up on making personal resolutions because it’s hard to follow
through with making the changes needed. I have to say that I don’t mind making a
resolution, but he trouble is that I don’t always follow through, especially when there are
setbacks like “1-step forward, 2 steps back”. At least I’m “stepping”! Making resolutions is
easy. Carrying out a specific action takes a lot of discipline to accomplish the resolutions
we set.
I know, let’s all make this resolution: “I(We) resolve to do all I(We) can do to stop the
spread of the Covid-19 virus in its tracks.” I have to admit that I’m ready to be done with
this world-wide pandemic. I’m ready to put this virus behind us so I don’t feel so suspicious
of others, wondering if they are carriers or not. So, let’s all resolve during 2021 to wear
those masks a little longer, always wash our hands often, and maintain physical distance.
Yet, here’s the thing. As followers of Jesus Christ, we are called, invited, encouraged to
make changes that will benefit not only our own well-being, but also the well-being of
others. Jesus specifically calls us to repentance. “The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom
of God has come near; REPENT, and believe in the good news.” (Mark 1:15) Repentance
is not a feeling, it is an action. A person can feel more devoted, more disciplined, more
determined, but just feeling like your changing, turning around won’t get it done.
Repentance is an action, even if it is 1 step forward and 2 steps back. Repentance means a
person is turning, reorienting, their lives toward God not only to better their relationship
with God, but also to make a difference with others, with the world we all share. We are
invited as followers of Jesus Christ to change how we love and care for others and all of
creation.
It is by the power of the Holy Spirit that we are able to stand up and turn toward God’s
love and grace in the new year that is upon us. We rest in God’s unfailing arms of grace
and mercy. God is benevolent with us. Jesus promises to be with us always to the close of
the age. Let us be benevolent with each other and stand together throughout the new year,
2021.
Pr. Ahles
P.S. Thank you all very much for the gifts, cards, notes, sweet tooth goodies, and greetings
Christine and I have received. We appreciate your thoughtfulness and generosity.

Council Meeting is Tuesday, January 5 at 7 p.m.
Upcoming Bible Study
Keith & Nicole Nelson and Ryan & Crystal Johnson are in the planning
stages of a book study using Letters to the Church by Francis Chan. We
would like to start meeting Sunday, January 10. Time to be determined.
The books will cost about $10, and we can bulk order. Please contact
one of the above individuals to commit to joining our study.

Sunday School:
Teachers and students have been meeting from 9:2010:05 in their classrooms with masks.
Unfortunately, at this time, they are not singing.

January we will be collecting Bars of Soap
for Health kits and Baby kits.

Elk Creek Lutheran Church Council Meeting -- December 1,
2020
The meeting was called to order by President Keith Nelson at
7:00 PM. Members present were: Pastor Valerian Ahles, Cedric
Anderson, Jan Berg, Tom Johnson, Rhonda Koval, Anson
McCune, Keith Nelson, Lori Nelson, Becky Rongstad, and
Stephanie Rumstick and Lindsey Nelson and Tim Radatz via
Zoom.
Devotions and Prayer -- Pastor began by reading Mark 1 : 1-8. He emphasized that Mark was bringing Good News for
everyone about Jesus and that while we baptize with water, through Jesus we are actually baptising with the Holy Spirit.
He shared that the Spirit helps us as we go through our lives -- the good and the bad of daily life, including COVID-19.
Jesus is with us and will continue to carry us through.
Secretary’s Report -- Dates within the November report were corrected and Rhonda made a motion to approve the
amended report; Anson seconded; motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report -- was presented by Keith with information provided by Haukeness Financial Service. Lori made a
motion to approve; Stephanie seconded; motion passed.
Elk Creek Lutheran Church Accounts
 General Checking Account - $16,522.40
 General Savings Account - $38,520.62
 CD 4145 - $10,269.85
 Building Fund Checking - $24,642.28
 Memorial Fund - $3,541.07
Joint Parish Financial Accounts
Assets Elk Creek Immanuel Total
Beginning Balance - $9,728.93 $13,693.53 $23,422.46
Payments - $2,966.53 $4,449.80 $7,416.33
Ending Balance - $6,762.40 $9,243.73 $16,006.13
Pastor’s Report -Pastor conducted 4 worship services -- including the Thanksgiving Eve service -- and 4 live stream services, and
participated in the Joint Council Meeting on Nov. 17. He attended 4 Coffee Fellowships and had 17 phone visits with
family units, plus he left 3 messages. Pastor delivered 15 Daily Devotions on Facebook. Pastor attended 3 Dairyland
Conference Pastor’s Text Studies on Zoom and 1 Synod All Conferences Zoom Meeting. He participated in the
Continuing Education Seminar: “Church Anew” which included presentations on Christ, Christmas, and COVID-19. He
conducted the funeral services for Ruth Fischer and is preparing for (Elk Creek) 6:00 pm and (immanuel) 8:00 pm
Christmas Eve services and a Christmas Day service at Immanuel. Pastor will be on vacation from Dec. 26 - Dec. 31. Elk
Creek’s service on Dec. 27th will be a Scriptures and Carols service. Pastor said he met with the students of the

We welcome everyone to
coffee hour Wednesdays
at 10 am in the church
basement. Join us for
coffee and chats!

Confirmation class 1 time in-person and twice on-line with worksheets. The students in the Confirmation class include:
Noah Filla, Blake Johnson, Bryssa Johnson, Gavin Johnson, and Kaitlyn Maug. He noted that the on-line classes appear
to be less effective, especially when the worksheets are not returned promptly and this will probably result in the students
doing poorly on their tests of the material covered. Pastor Ahles’ Office Hours at Elk Creek are generally from 8:30 12:30 on Wednesday mornings. He can be reached at [cell] 533-0939 or [parsonage] 694-2427.
WELCA Report -- Stephanie indicated that the Women’s Group has been unable to hold a formal meeting since the
Bazaar; however, the Officers met and decided to make the donations which they have done in the past. This means that
$4,600 has been donated amongst the following: Osseo Food Pantry, Strum Food Pantry, Whitehall Food Pantry, Osseo
Ministerial Association, Ruby's Pantry [given to the UCC Church for coupons], Western Dairyland ELCA Good Gifts,
Heifer International, New Horizons, Trempealeau County Health Care Center, Eleva-Strum Schools for Christmas from
the Heart, Osseo-Fairchild Schools for Christmas, Whitehall Schools for Reading Is Fundamental, Whitehall Schools for
Christmas, and the Alzheimer Association $4,600 has been donated amongst these organizations.
Youth Group -- Members of the group spent Nov. 14 working at Barbara Hammer’s house helping to clear storm damage
from her yard. They joined Nathan Rongstad and members of his crew in a “God’s Work, Our Hands” project that Pastor
dain made Mrs. Hammer “vert, very happy.” Youth Group Leader Jessica Berg indicated that they will be bringing in items
for the Food Pantry and gifts for others during each of the Sundays of Advent. They would also like to invite all members
of the congregation to participate in these Donation Events.
Sunday School -- Due to COVID-19, there will not be a Sunday school Christmas program this year. The possibility of
doing a “Living Nativity” had been discussed but was deemed to be unwise at this time.
Choir -- No report
Memorial Committee -- No report
Janitor -- No report
Office Staff -- No report
Old Business -A.
Carpeting -- A carpet sample has been selected and a bid has been
received from Wall-to-Wall Carpeting. Lori will contact them to get additional
specifics.
B.
Church Services / Sunday School -- Council members agreed that the
in-person / radio / live streaming of services has been working well and should
continue as is.
C.
Room Dividers/ Curtains -- tabled
D.
Lights in Council Room -- Jim Odness will be handling this.
E.
Tuck Pointing -- Jurowski’s team has finished the Tuck Pointing; however due to the weather the Louvers will not
be painted until spring.
F.
Riverland Energy-Loss Audit review (Insulation bids and Bat Houses) -- Tabled.
G.
On-line Giving -- Lindsey and Financial Secretary Stephanie will work on learning how to access and use the
information. When the church’s website is updated, a link will be placed on it to make on-line giving easy to do.
H.
Snow Plowing -- Cedric had asked about the Town of Hale plowing the church and parsonage; however it was
noted that the chains they use on their trucks could damage the recently paved parking lot. Keith would be willing to do
some of the plowing and will talk to Bruce Thompson to see if he would be willing to share the duties of plowing. He said
that he may also ask Nathan Rongstad if he would be willing to help.
I.
Parsonage Repairs -- Keith noted that the hole in the Parsonage’s siding still needs to be fixed. Becky indicated
that Allen would take care of this. The pipes for the sewer mound also need to be handled. Lindsey will speak to Kellen
Nelson and Allen Rongstad about this.
J.
Thermostat in Pastor’s Office -- Keith will have someone check on whether or not there is a bad relay in the
fuse box and if this is the cause of the problem.
Joint Parish Council Report -- Keith noted that the Joint Council met on Nov. 17 and that due to a lack of information
because of COVID-19, the percentages for the churches will continue at Immanuel 60% and Elk Creek 40%. The calendar
and budget for the coming year were discussed, as well as the recommendation for the Pastor’s 2021 compensation
package. He indicated that according to the terms of the Parish Agreement, the Joint Council could discuss but not make
a final decision with regard to the Pastor’s compensation package. After discussion, the Council recommended that the
Joint Council be authorized to actually mediate and decide on compensation.
New Business -A.
Monthly Bills to pay
Dairyland Conference Membership Dues -- Assessed at 25 cents per baptised member (Dues required = $75.50)
B. Building Usage -- Keith presented a request from a member’s family to use the building for hosting the family’s
Christmas. The Council agreed and said any reservations for use of the building needs to be made through
Crystal Johnson.
C.
Lutefisk Dinner -- Keith asked whether we will be having a Lutefisk Dinner in 2021. The ladies have been
privately discussing the possibility of doing a Drive Thru Lutefisk Dinner. The primary question was whether or not people
would be willing to help with the dinner. Tabled.

D.
Website - It was noted that the Church’s website is out-of-date and some information is wrong. Lindsey will ask
Brandi Berg to work with Lori Nelson to work on the Website.
E.
Correspondence - A Thank You note from Rev. Jack Olson was read. A card from the Congregation had been
sent in sympathy following his wife Lois’s death. After discussion, Anson made a motion to send a memorial of $100 in
honor of Lois Olson to Trinity Lutheran Church. Jan seconded; the motion passed.
F.
Northwest Synod -- Stephanie made a motion to make a $500 benevolence to the Northwest Synod. Lori
seconded and the motion passed.
G.
Church Membership Needs -- Keith noted that our membership seems to have been becoming less active even
before COVID-10. A discussion of how we can truly support our members and discover what they would like to make
them feel that our church is really a home for them. A survey was discussed as well as having a group of volunteers who
would reach out to members to find out information, attitudes, requests, etc. It was noted that while some have been
financially supporting the Church, others have not chosen to do this even though contributions can be mailed in even if
parishioners are not attending in=person services.
H.
I.
2021 Preliminary Budget -- Council members examined the 2020 Budget line by line and identified several
proposed changes. Keith will email specific details of the final proposed budget to all Council members and requests that
each member respond to vote to either approve or not approve the finalized proposed budget.
J.
Pastor’s salary - Pastor’s compensation was discussed. A recommendation was made which will be forwarded
to the Joint Council.
Next Meeting -- The next Council meeting will be on January 5, 2021 at 7 pm.
Adjournment -- Tommy made a motion to adjourn; Jan seconded; motion passed. The meeting was closed at 9:40 pm
with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Lori Nelson, Recording Secretary

The WELCA received many cards and letters of thanks for their
generosity. Here is a list of the thank yous they received:
 Monetary donation to Heifer International
 Quilt donation to Eric Rumstick Memorial Pool Tournament
 Monetary donation to the Whitehall Food Pantry
 Grocery items donated to Whitehall Food Pantry
 Monetary donation to Western Dairyland
 Monetary donation to New Horizons
 Quilts for Student Support and Fostering at UW-Stout

