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Sunday School News
January
January
January
January

6 – NO Sunday School!!
13 – Sunday School @ 9:45 am
20 – Sunday School @ 9:45 am
27 – Sunday School @ 9:45 am
FOOD PANTRY

The food pantry collection is
the 2nd Sunday of the month.

ANNUAL MEETING
will be
Sunday, January 27th
following church. A

*due to the holiday,

Council Meeting is
Thursday, January 3
at 7 p.m.

potluck meal will be served.

December 4, 2018 Congregational Council Meeting (Unapproved)
Meeting was called to order at 7:11 p.m. by President Steve Ebert. Members present were Brandi Berg, Jim Odness, Keith
Nelson, Linda Odness, Tom Johnson, Steve Ebert, Pastor Ahles and Tim Radatz
Pastor led us in Prayer with a reading from the devotional Angel Anyone. He posed the questions about who our favorite
angel was: Gabriel, Michael, Angel of the Lord, or a Seraph Angel which is a creature made by God. Angels are all
messengers sent to deliver messages from God. The angels provide a direct link from God to us and as Christians we too
need to spread God’s message, just as the angels do.

Treasurer's Report provided and presented by Brandi Berg
 Checking Account - $15,311.19
Building Fund Checking - $4,844.29
 2020 General Fund - $35,386.90
Memorial Fund - $2,921.31
 Church Savings- $14,358.013
Motion was made by Jim to approve report, Tim seconded and motion carried.
Secretary's report for the October Congregational Council Meeting was read by Linda; motion to approve as presented
was made by Brandi 2nd by Tim; motion carried.
Pastor’s Report
 Pastor performed 3 services, attended 4 text studies, and participated in 3 coffee fellowships, made 2 home visits,
shared communion with 6 shut-ins and worship services at Tri-County Health Care and Dove Health Care.
 He shared that Dick and Jean Shermetzler will be transferring to Osseo Evangelical Lutheran Church
WELCA
 No Report
Parish Secretary Update
 Needs colored ink for the printer has approval to purchase
 January 13, 2019 is the deadline for paperwork going into the annual report for the annual meeting
Parish Council



Steve provided an update on the meeting held November 20th at Strum with the following items highlighted:
Joint service on December 30 at 10:30 at Elk Creek Lutheran with loose offering going to weekend meals for kids
in Osseo, Strum and Whitehall.
 A joint checking account was opened at United Bank to pay for all of Pastor’s bills that are jointly shared. Both of
the current Presidents and Treasurers are on the account with Michelle Peaslee, managing the account.
 Next meeting will be February 19th at 6:30 at Elk Creek with election of officers.
 Next year we will no longer have joint services on Fifth Sundays
 There will be more education for young families and high school age members
 Pastor’s compensation will be increased with a 1% increase on his retirement.
 Annual meetings for 2019 will be as follows: Elk Creek on January 27, 2019 following pot luck meal and
Immanuel Strum will meet on February 3, 2019 after service
Old Business
1. The survey committee met and generated a letter to be sent to all members. Each member was given a list of
current members and each member will be contact before the end of the year to discuss the letter.
2. Linda made a motion to send the letter as presented by the council to all current members, seconded by Tim,
motion carried.
3. Steve will check with Ben Anois to check on progress on furnace check-up.
4. We received a thank you from the Whitehall Food Pantry
5. Keith made a motion that we have a Christmas service on Tuesday December 25, at 8:30, seconded by Jim,
motion carried.
New Business
1. A big thank you to Nate Rongstad as he will be plowing the parking lot and parsonage again this year.
2. A water ample for the parsonage was returned from Dairyland Labs with all good qualities reported
3. Gibson Water Care came to check the water situation at the parsonage and provided a bid, however based on the
water sample no further action is needed with the current system deemed adequate.
4. New signage identifying location of restrooms has been purchased and will be posted when they arrive.
5. Luther Park Bible Camp annual meeting will be held January 26, 2019 at 10:00 and all are invited to attend and
we are entitled 3 delegates who can vote.
6. Preliminary budget was discussed and developed with plan to finalize at January council meeting.
7. DUE TO NEW YEARS DAY, FALLING ON TUESDAY COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
JANUARY 3, 2019 AT 7:00
Motion to adjourn made by Linda 2nd by Tom, motion approved. Meeting adjourned at 9:28, we closed with the Lord’s
Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Linda Odness, Recording Secretary.

Where Are We Planted?
“They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in due
season, and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper.” (Ps.1:3)
As we close out the old year(2018) and bring in the new year(2019), I want to ask this
question, “Where are WE planted?”. In our life together as the “United Lutheran Parish”,
where do we exist in the mission that God has for us? As God continues to work to restore
all of creation in the fullness of grace through Jesus Christ, where are we? Are we
floundering around trying to find our purpose as life; good, bad, or somewhere in between,
happens to us? Where are WE planted?
Psalm 1 simply states there are two places where we may find ourselves planted; with
the wicked/sinners/scoffers, or, with the Law/Word of God. The wicked perish and those
who are “happy” dwell in the good news of God’s Law/Word that is now made flesh and
dwells among us in Jesus Christ. It seems very clear: Dwelling in God’s Word will make you
happy, residing with the wicked means you will perish.
So, we could stop right here and evaluate our life together as the “United Lutheran
Parish” and determine whether our life together is “happy” in the Law/Word of God, or our
life together is “perishing” in sin and wickedness. Either we are planted right, or, we are
planted wrong.
Yet, God has planted us in a different way. God has planted his
grace/mercy/love/forgiveness in us. We are planted in the waters of baptism where Jesus
claims our hearts and souls through water, word, and his Spirit, the Holy Spirit. This
month we will celebrate in this “United Lutheran Parish” the baptism of Jesus by John in
the Jordan where Jesus comes up out of the water and the Holy Spirit descends on him in
the bodily form of a dove with a voice from heaven declaring, “You are my Son, the
Beloved, with you I am well pleased.”
So, when we gather around the font 3 times this month, we believe that Jesus plants
God’s grace/mercy/love/forgiveness in these children so that they too are planted in the
waters of baptism where God saves them through water, word, and the Holy Spirit. They
will join us as sons and daughters of God.
Because God plants Jesus in us we are saved from the wicked that perish. Therefore,
our mission, our purpose is to make known to the world around us that God has planted in
us the power of the Holy Spirit to show grace, mercy, love, and forgiveness, until all
creation, is restored. As the “United Lutheran Parish”, we are planted in God’s grace and we
will prosper in God’s salvation!
Pr. Ahles

Elk Creek WELCA met on December 9, 2018. Meeting was opened by President Jan with Creed and Theme verse.
Secretaries report was read, motion to approve by Linda, 2nd by Debbie, motion passed. Treasurer report Balance as of
today $3,723.74 with all November and early December bills paid. Still owe ½ of electric bill, and part of the telephone
bill. Treasurer’s report was placed on file.
Lynn shared information on our compassion child. He has gone on to additional schooling, they are asking that we
sponsor more children. Christine suggested we donate to the organization instead of individual children to do more
good.
Old Business: $100.00 was sent to Trempealeau County Health Care Center for Christmas, Jan was given a check for the
purchase of $100 in items from Dollar tree also to be taken to Center as gifts for the residents. Several plan to go
caroling at the center on December 12. Cookies for Friends, requesting 3 dozen for the 25 people on the list. Cookies
will be bagged and distributed.
New Business: Joint Service at Elk Creek 12/30/18. Will have coffee with some type sweet and juice and milk beginning
at 9:00 am before the 10:30 service. Linda volunteered to bring juice. Christine will let Pastor know this to
communicate it at Immanuel.
Discussion on work groups for the coming year. Will keep the 4 small groups for serving coffee, assisting at NH services,
and various pot lucks during the year. Groups 1&2 will be one large group, Groups 3&4 the other. Large groups will be
serve Country Store and Lunch at bazaar, and will also be called for funerals. Linda, Barb, Josie, checking with Jennifer
for callers on small groups. Becky & Rosanne callers for the first large group (1&2), Stephanie, and checking with Barb
A. to also call with the 2nd large group.
Lutefisk Dinner to be held February 16th serving at 12:30, 2:00, 3:30, & 5:00. Christine to provide entertainment. Cost
will be $15.00 for the dinner. Ladies to provide desserts and pies. There is a wedding in Strum on this date that Pastor is
officiating. Sign up sheets to be put out after Christmas.
Sing along on Thursday night; sign up if planning on coming. Ham, vegetable, baked potato bar and dessert will be
provided.
A Thank you was read from Whitehall Food Pantry, for monetary donation.
Mary Dubiel discussed Project Comfort, clarifying that we should be only sending money to cover the shipping of the
quilts we make and send, not the money left of the $400 allocated for quilt making. Discussion that other churches who
do not make quilts, should give money to help send the quilts made by other churches. Motion by Linda to cover the
cost of shipping of our quilts, 2nd by Tammy. Motion passed.
8 Quilts were taken to Family Circle in Strum, and 8 to Tremp. Co. Health Care Center. Jim Odness made a new pole to
put banners up in church. A thank you will be sent to Bob Bergerson for the wooden chalices he made and donated to
church.
Offering taken and meeting closed with Lord’s Prayer.

Barb Fischer, Sec

Lines from LaVerne… Another year is about to end and then a new year is here. Should something in our
lives be changed? If so, dear Lord, help us to see what it is and to make change. How great is it to have you
guide and help us each and every day. Think about it. Who else can be with us 24 hours each day? Again, we
are so very blessed by You. Help us to live a meaningful life Lord. Help to do this for ourselves and for you. Let’s
face it: life is one big rollercoaster ride. Sometimes we feel completely overwhelmed and want to get off this
rollercoaster. Other times we feel totally in charge of the journey and love the ride. Hey, we never do anything
if we don’t ever make a mistake. I have felt all of this. I have been helped to get through it all through my faith,
my family and my friends. They say, that is my family says, you think too much and you should relax. Ok, I
know, I must remember to always give my problems and worries to Jesus and He will ask God to help me
through it all. He always has, and I know that for sure. For me, prayer helps me to think clear and find peace.
But thinking and praying settle my soul. It may not be the same for you, but it may, if you but try it. When we
use the word “God” it describes a force much greater than we could ever be. We sometimes say, “Take what
you like and leave the rest.” There is only one you, and you have only one life. Hopefully, we can make it
beautiful and meaningful.
Your Lay Minister, LaVerne

