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THE 
NEWSLETTER 

 

Love One Another Just as Jesus Christ Loves YOU! 

The Parish confirmation students have been studying the Ten Commandments from 

Luther’s Small Catechism since mid-September. They worked hard at memorizing them and 

learning what they mean for their everyday living. At times though, they have struggled 

with being able to distinguish the 1st commandment from the 3rd or the 7th from the 2nd, 

and so it went with all ten of them. I wonder how many Christian adults could get each 

commandment with its corresponding number, right. 

Then, on top of that, I challenged the students to tell me what the 11th commandment is. I 

even gave them an assignment to read the 13th chapter of the Gospel of John for the 

answer. Of course, they forgot to do the assignment, but as they read the 13th chapter of 

John in class, they were able to come up with the 11th commandment. 

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, 

you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my 

disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35) 

The first thing to know about this new commandment Jesus gives us, is that it is given to 

His disciples, to those who believe in Him and follow His teachings about God’s love for the 

world. The faithful followers of Jesus, first of all, “love one another.” No matter what life 

issues challenge us, or situations we must face and deal with in the community of the 

faithful, we are given this new commandment to love one another. In other words, we don’t 

allow whatever we face as a community of faith to tear us apart, or cause us to avoid each 

other, or even worse, come to hate each other.  

The second thing to know about this new commandment Jesus gives us, is that the kind of 

love we have for each other is unconditional. Jesus commands us to love each other “Just 

as I have loved you.” This means that no matter how bad or awful our sin against each 

other and God is, Jesus loves us. Jesus gives his life for us on the cross for the redemption 

of all our sins. Jesus forgives us, unconditionally. We are commanded to love and forgive 

each other in the same way, unconditionally. This doesn’t mean that people get to abuse us 

again and again because they know we will forgive. Hate the sin, but love the person. 

The third thing to know about this new commandment that Jesus gives, is that when we 

love each other in the same way Jesus loved us, unconditionally, then, “By this everyone 

will know that you are my disciples.”  People on the outside will see how we love and 

treat each other and then they will know that we are faithful disciples of Jesus Christ, 

God’s unconditional love for everyone. Therefore, as we move into the New Year 2020, 

resolve to “Love one another, just as Jesus Christ loves YOU!”        

                          Pastor Ahles



Please have all reports for the ANNUAL 

REPORT submitted to Crystal Johnson by 

Sunday, January 12
th

. Thank you!! 

ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual Meeting will 

be Sunday, January 26 

after church. A potluck 

meal will be served with 

the meeting to follow. 

CHRIST IN OUR HOME 

The January-March books 
are now available in the 
church Narthex. Large 
print is also available 
there. 

We welcome 
everyone to coffee 
hour Sundays at 
9:15 in the church 
basement.  Join us 
for coffee and 
chats! 

Council 
Meeting is 

Tuesday, 
January 7 
at 7 p.m. 

 

The Appreciation Dinner and Sing-a-Long that were 
originally scheduled for December 19th has been rescheduled 
to Wednesday, January 8 at 6 pm. Dinner will be served at 6 
with the sing-a-long to follow. Please sign up in the Narthex 

 We hope you can join us! 
 

 

 

 

      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to recognize  

Bob & Mary Gunderson for their gift of 

$2,000 to the Cemetery Association for 

upkeep in the cemetery. 
 

Sunday School News 
All Sundays in January will be NORMAL 

Sunday School schedule at 9:15 am. 

No Bible Camp this month.  

 



It’s that time of year again!!!   LUTEFISK TIME!!! 

 
Let’s start the LUTEFISK season off with a little joke… 

Ole was on his deathbed, surrounded by his wife Lena, his three 
children, and his nurse. Knowing the end was near, he said to them: 
“Little Ole, I want you to take the houses in Edina. Inga, you get the 
apartments in Hopkins. Bjorn, I want you to take the office building in 
Bloomington. And Lena, my dear wife, please take all the stores and 

residential buildings downtown.” Then he quietly passed away. The nurse was impressed. She 
quietly went over to Lena. “I’m so sorry for your loss,” she said, “but you must be very proud of 
your husband for having accumulated so much wealth.” “What wealth?” Lena said. “He had 
paper routes.” 
 

Now that you are in good humor, please make note of the date of our upcoming 

Lutefisk & Meatball Supper! 
Saturday, February 15th 

  Serving times: 12:30, 2:00, 3:30, and 5:00 pm. 

$15/ticket – call Becky Rongstad to reserve your tickets 

715-694-2181 
 

The fun begins Friday, Feb 14 at 9 am in the church kitchen. We have our 

resident lutefisk experts that will be prepping!  Saturday, Feb 15 is THE day!  

Meatball prep begins at 7:30 am and the fun continues throughout the day. 

There are so many exciting opportunities to take part in from washing dishes 

to waiting tables! There are tasks appropriate for many ages – young AND old!  

Sign up will be in the church Narthex.  It is a great day! Proceeds from this 

event are used for mission projects local and worldwide.   

*If you have any questions or comments, please contact Lena (Linda Odness) or Othilda (Lynn Nelson). 

Meeting of Elk Creek WELCA was opened by President Jan at 9:10am on December 8th, with the Theme and 
Verse being recited.   
Secretary’s report was given; correction was made in the Alter Committee for 2020.  Rhonda Koval will be on 

in place of Janeen Giacomino.   Motion to accept minutes by Stephanie, 2nd by Jennifer.    



Treasurer report November Income:  Bazaar $7,586.80 total, Expenses $5007.89 (donations approved last 

meeting) ending Balance $3,688.85.  Becky to check on 0.50 charge on checking acct.  Seminary fund 

$10,241.59, Savings $1454.24.  Report placed on file. 

Old Business; No Old Business 

New Business:  Pajama Grandma:  90 pairs of PJ’s, size Infant-Adult were collected, Jan said they were very 

grateful to receive the donation. 

Pillowcases and towels that we were unable to use for mission kit were given to Western Dairyland, along with 

additional Birthday Box items.   Pam donated her Sunday school money back for mission needs.   

There will be a funeral for Laila Pederson on Tuesday. Quilting will take place on the 11th.  Cookies for shut –

ins on Sunday December 15th, 3 dozen, currently 22 people on list.  Christmas Program on Dec. 15th also.   

Thursday December 19th is the Appreciation Dinner and Sing-a-long.  A sign-up sheet will be put out to plan for 

the dinner of Ham Baked Potatoes, Salad and Dessert.  There was discussion on the best date to hold this 

annual event during this busy season. 

Stephanie read Thank You’s from New Horizons for the $500 donation,  Osseo Fairchild for sponsorship of a 

family, Trempealeau Co. donation of gifts and $100.  Whitehall schools $$ for weekend meals. 

If you are the last one out of church please make sure all lights are out and the side door is securely closed.   

Offertory prayer was sung and offering collected.   Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer at 9:50 am. 

Barb Fischer, Sec. 

Amendment :  DATE for Appreciation Supper  changed to Wednesday, January 8th in hopes of accommodating  

more people.  It is still Epiphany for the sing along . 

 
December 3, 2019 Congregational Council Meeting (Unapproved) 

 

Meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by President Jim Odness. Members present were Jim Odness, Keith Nelson, 

Bruce Thompson, Pastor Ahles, Stephanie Rumstick, Brandi Berg, Tom Johnson, Linda Odness, Becky Rongstad, Tim 

Radatz and Cedric Anderson 

Pastor led us in prayer.  

Secretary's report for the November’s Congregational Council Meeting was read by Linda; motion to approve minutes 

as read by Tim, Cedric seconded; motion carried.  

Treasurer's Report was presented by Brandi with motion to approve as presented by Linda, seconded by Stephanie, 

motion carried. 

November 

 

 Checking Account -  $5,874.39  Building Fund Checking - $9.264.20 



 2050 General Fund - $38,478.15  Memorial Fund - $3,872.05 

 13 mo. CD - $10,165.30 

Pastor’s Report 

 Pastor conducted 3 worship services, attended 2 text studies, made 0 home visits, and 1 visits to shut-ins. He was 

on vacation for part of the month  

 He provided instruction on 2 dates for the confirmation students and attended choir practice 2 nights. 

 Pastor attended the following meetings: Dairyland Conference Pastors’, meeting in Hixton; and the Joint Parish 

meeting on November 19, at Immanuel 

 Pastor will use his remaining vacation from December 27
th
 – December 31

st
. 

WELCA  

 Reminder that the appreciation dinner will be on Thursday, December 19 with sign-up in the narthex.  
 The ladies will also go caroling at the Trempealeau Health Care Center on Tuesday, December 10

th
 at 1:00 all are 

welcome.  
Parish Secretary Update 

 Reminder to have reports for annual meeting to Crystal by January 12
th
. 

Janitor 

 Janitor hourly rate will be increased to $20.00 per hour starting in January of 2020. 

Sunday School 

 Just a reminder that the Sunday Christmas Program will be on December 15
th
. 

Joint Parish Council  

 Jim shared that the November meeting went very well. The shared Ministry Agreement was approved. 

 It was agreed that the Deposits to the joint parish account need to be made by the first of the month prior and 

account will be emptied out at the end of 2019 and two months of income deposited on January 2
nd

 by both 

congregations. 

 Michelle will contact Karin at Haukness to transition the management of the account to her, and the firm. 

 Joint Parish Council is recommending a 2% raise for pastor in 2020 

 Next meeting will be held on February 18, at Elk Creek beginning at 6:30, with election of officers. 

 Christmas Eve services: Immanuel Strum 5:00 p. m. 

   Elk Creek    7:00 p.m. 

Christmas Day service: Immanuel Strum 8:30 a.m. 

Old Business  

1. Offering envelopes will be available in the narthex in December.  

2. Church survey results will be tallied, reviewed and shared at January meeting  

3. Budget for 2020 has been finalized, Linda made a motion to approve, seconded by Time motion carried.  

4. Pastor was approved for a 2% raise in 2020 at a special meeting held in November 

5. During a special meeting in November a motion was made to approve raise of hour pay for the Janitor to $20.00 

per hour.  

6. Discussion regarding financial commitment to Luther Park building project. Tim made a motion to commit to 

$3000.00 during the next two years with a plan for $1500, in 2020 and 2021, Bruch seconded the motion, motion 

carried.  

7. Brandi made a motion to open a savings account for the Luther Park Building Project, Becky seconded, motion 

carried.  

8. Jim thanked Steve Ebert for cleaning out and repairing the eve troughs at the parsonage. 

9. LaVerne will be recognized during December for her years of service as our Lay Minister. 

New Business  
1. The nominating committee will be meeting soon and will need to secure 2 council members, secretary and 

treasurer as Brandi is resigning her position to pursue other interests. 

2. Annual meeting is scheduled for Sunday January 26
th
, following a potluck meal. 

3. Christmas benevolence for janitor and organist will remain the same.  

Motion to adjourn made by Tom, 2
nd 

by Cedric, motion approved. Meeting adjourned at 8:22 and we closed with the 

Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted by Linda Odness, Recording Secretary 

 



Have you been looking for a way to 

contribute to our Mission Projects? 

We are collecting bars of soap!  How easy is that? Next time you stop at 
the store, grab as many bars as you would like and bring them to church 

for the Mission Kits our Ladies assemble!  Our little church has done 
marvelous things and we ARE making a HUGE impact throughout our 
communities and world-wide missions.  Thank you for contributing to 

these projects. 
*Our projects will be listed in the Annual Meeting report! Check it out! 

 

Pastor Ahles and Pastor Iverson take this opportunity to thank everyone who sent cards of 

Christmas greetings, monetary gifts, and food items during the Holidays.  Thank you for your 

generosity. Merry Christmas and a Happy New year to all the Individuals and Families of 

Immanuel/Elk Creek United Lutheran Parish.  

 

Lines from LaVerne… The Lord’s Prayer. First of all, this prayer was given by Jesus to His followers to identify them 

specifically as His disciples. It’s not meant to be a mere recitation. It is to be lived out. Prayer is a communication with the 

Lord and a declarative statement of faith, confessed by actions as well as words. In a large degree, confession is the 

purpose of the prayer.  

Father: There is intimacy in the family of the Savior, Jesus, Father is our Father, one who loves His children. Our 

personalities are to reflect Him and yet are distinctively personal. There is warmth in this relationship. Who art in Heaven: 

Heaven, God’s permanent home, yet He makes His temporal home within the hearts of all His children. As they dwell on 

the earth that He created. Hallowed be Thy name: God speaks of His might and His graciousness in Christ as well as of 

His sinlessness. We pray that our lives would honor and praise the holiness of His will. We must not take His name in 

vain, always remember to praise Him. Thy Kingdom come: His eternal kingdom may come soon, recognizes that it comes 

daily in His word. We pray that God’s name may be present through His holy word and our Christian lives. Thy will be 

done: We pray that the pure will of our loving God is fulfilled. On Earth as it is in Heaven: Heaven is heaven because God 

is there in all His glory and evil is not there. Only joy resides there. That’s why we pray that earth may reflect its joy even 

amidst our trials and temptations, as we seek to live faithfully and lovingly for Him. Give us this day our daily bread: 

God, our Father is a compassionate Father and sees to it we have food to eat and shelter from the cold and all that is 

necessary to live healthy and useful lives. With thankful hearts we thank God. He has provided in the past and we need to 

trust Him for the future. And forgive us our trespasses: We cannot earn forgiveness, but in Christ that forgiveness is 

assured. Then we ask God to see us through the eyes of our Redeemer who said of his tormentors, “Father, forgive them, 

for they know not what they do.” Luke 23:34 As we forgive those who trespass against us: Jesus wants us to know the 

fullness of forgiveness. For that reasons counsels us that we cannot hypocritically demand of God what we fail to share 

ourselves. Forgivness is a heartfelt desire of His people. And lead us not into temptation: life is not free of threats or pains, 

but God, the Holy Spirit, will see us through it all. We are praying for faith and strength that will not fail us. But deliver us 

from evil: When Satan’s negative forces strike, we ask the Lord not to let us slip into disbelief, but to hang onto us until 

the ultimate victory that Christ assures is also ours. For thine be the Kingdom: there are political boundaries and earthly 

rulers, but the kingdom that transcends all limitations to where our citizenship is now and eternally and that kingdom is 

God’s. And the power: We have no doubt about God’s might and His ability to meet every need.  And the glory forever 

and ever: We rejoice that God is present in the hearts of all believers. We give Him glory and honor because of His 

everlasting love. Amen: The seal of our vow that our prayer is sincerely prayed and confessed. In conclusion, pray the 

Lord’s prayer with sincerity and live out its meaning. 

P.S. Have a wonderful and blessed New Year. Keep your faith!     
 

Your Lay Minister, 
      LaVerne 



 

Elk Creek Lutheran Church 
W16366 County Road OO 
Osseo, WI  54758 

 

Don’t forget about our upcoming WEDDING SHOW. 

June 27 at 1 p.m. 

Tea and light lunch will follow. We are looking for wedding dresses to 

showcase. Contact Tammy Danenberg to submit a dress. 


