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THE 
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Epiphany – Making Christ Known 
 

    In our world today, when we hear the word Epiphany at this time of the year, we think 

immediately of the three Magi that come from the East bearing gifts for the newborn king of 
the Jews. Led by a star in the East, these three outsiders are drawn to the newborn baby 
who may already be two years old by the time they get there to worship him. We know this 

because when the Magi tricked Herod he was furious and sent his soldiers to kill all male 
children in Bethlehem who were two years and under. But in our day, we don’t think about 

how long it took them to get there or the story told about how they avoided Herod by going 
another way home. What we focus on is the gifts they bring of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. It reinforces our desire for the giving of gifts to each other on Christmas day.  The 

Magi gave gifts, so we give gifts.  
 

     Now don’t get me wrong, I’m not trying to put gift-giving in a bad light. But there is so 

much more to Epiphany than the Magi coming to bring baby Jesus gifts. Rather, this is the 
second time that Jesus Christ is made known to outsiders. This is what Epiphany means: 
Making Christ Known.  
 

    I said this is the SECOND time because earlier Jesus Christ was made known to the 
shepherds in the fields, the outsiders who often were looked down upon and thought of as 
lowly peasants in that day. God sent an angel to them to make known to them the good 

news of Christ’s birth. At first they are terrified with fear, but the angel quickly says to 
them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord.”  Notice here that the “good news” is for ALL people, the insiders and outsiders. “To 
You” is born a Savior who is Christ the Lord, the Messiah, the Son of God!  The shepherds 

are moved from fear to good news to praise. “The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God.” 

 

     Therefore, as we begin a New Year with parties and celebrations and resolutions of every 

sort, know that God is doing Epiphany with you.  God is Making Christ Known for you. So 
let your lives reflect that which the shepherds and the Magi before you did. They were filled 

with the glory of the Lord and went rejoicing, glorifying, and praising God who makes 
Christ known.     

Let your journey through this new year reflect the love of God made known through Jesus 
Christ. 
 

                                                                                                   Pastor Ahles  

 

 

 

 



December 11, 2017 

Congregational Council Meeting 

Meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by President 

Steve Ebert. Members present were Jim Odness, Steve 

Ebert, Bruce Thompson, Pastor Valerian Ahles, Linda 

Odness, Brandi Berg, Lynn Nelson, Kevin Eid, Keith 

Nelson and Ryan Johnson 
Pastor Ahles led us in prayer and devotion with a 

reading from Matthew, chapter 1. He read about the birth 

of Jesus and that advent is a time of waiting in 

anticipation of what is to come. He encourages all of us 

to bring hope to others as Jesus gives us hope. In 

addition there is mystery about Gods work in us and 

among us which we do not fully understand, but simply 

need to share this with others. 
Treasurer's Report provided by presented by Brandi 

Berg 
 Checking Account - $10,856.55                     

 Building Fund Checking - $9541.56 

 2020 General Fund - $30,272.24            

 Building Fund CD 2 - $13,561.08 

 Church Savings- $5,719.33                 

 Memorial Fund - $3,495.92 

Motion to approve the treasurer’s report was made by 

Bruce; 2nd Kevin; motion approved.  
 
Secretary's report for the November Congregational 

Meeting was read by Linda Odness; motion to approve 

made by Ryan, 2nd Jim; motion carried.  
 
Pastor’s Report 

 Pastor shared that it has been a very busy month 

in the Parish. He has had a funeral at each 

church and they were both large funerals.  

 The nursing home service at Dove went very 

well and was nice to have the choir present to 

provide music. 

 He is very excited about the number of children 

in church and reminded us that the children are 

what keeps the church going and we need to 

continue to foster their faith. 

  
WELCA  

 No report. 

 
Parish Secretary Update 

 Nothing new to report 

 
Parish Council  

 Mileage will be turned in to both congregations 

with each paying their respective percentage of 

the total. 

 Immanuel will be having a dinner on December 

20th, all are welcome, with a concert at 6:30. 

 

 

Old Business  
 

1. Property taxes for the parsonage has arrived will 

pay in two installments. Assessor has been 

contacted and we are removed from the tax roll 

for 2018. 

2. Osseo Plastics will be coming the week of 

January 7th to redo the floor in the dishwasher 

area.  

3. Training for anyone interested in learning how 

to operate the video camera and elevator will be 

provided before or after service on January 15, 

2018. 

4. Ryan updated on the driveway with some rough 

figures regarding possibility of concrete and 

discussion about the pine trees. Steve will be 

contacting Nate Rongstad about concrete for the 

parking lot.  

5. Pastor Valerian and Christine are getting settled 

in to the parsonage, with ongoing updates and 

repairs. 

6. Both LP tanks are on a keep fill basis 

7. Furnaces at church and the parsonage have had 

yearly maintenance completed. 

8. Halama’s Flooring will be replacing the floor in 

the kitchen this month 

9. Additional discussion about the lawn mower 

was held, no decision made. 

New Business  
1. Brief discussion was held regarding any 

traditions the church has regarding Christmas 

Eve service, the tolling of the bell was 

mentioned, candle light at the end and otherwise 

no specifics were identified.  

2. Acuity insurance has identified two areas that 

need to be addressed for continued coverage: the 

roof and emergency exit lighting in the 

basement. Jim will contact Larson Electric about 

the lighting, Steve will contact Nate Rongstad 

about the church roof and Keith will contact 

Bertrang regarding roof. 

3. Beginning in January the council well be 

moving the meeting time to the first Tuesday of 

the month instead of the second Monday of the 

month, time to remain at 7:00. The change is to 

accommodate the Pastor so he can have his full 

day off on Monday. 

4. Budget for 2018 was finalized and set. 

Motion to adjourn made by Ryan 2nd by Bruce: Motion 

approved. Meeting adjourned at 9:15. We closed with 

the Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully submitted by Linda Odness, Recording 

Secretary. 



Please have all reports for 

the ANNUAL REPORT 

submitted to Crystal 

Johnson by Sunday, 

January 14
th

. Thank you!! 

CHRIST IN OUR HOME 

The January-March books are now 
available in the church Narthex. Large 
print is also available there. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual Meeting will 

be Sunday, January 28 

after church. A potluck 

meal will be served with 

the meeting to follow. 

We welcome everyone to 
coffee hour Sundays at 9:15 in 
the church basement.  Join us 
for coffee and chats   

TO: The Sunday Schools of Immanuel and Elk Creek United 
Lutheran Congregations 
 

FROM: Pr. Valerian Ahles 

 

     I am taking the liberty of being your new pastor to say 
how much you have warmed my heart with the Good News 
of Jesus Christ through the Christmas Program presentations 
of Sunday, Dec. 17th. Through songs and telling the story of 
Jesus’ birth you have reminded me that though I am missing 
and grieving a special group of Sunday School Students of 
Peace Lutheran Parish of Shelly, MN., you have enlightened 
my heart with the message of God’s good news and helped 
me to trust that God is taking care of the children back in the 
Red River Valley of Northwest Minnesota. Thank you to all the 
children and parents and teachers and staff that have worked 
so hard in the last month to tell the story of the birth of Jesus. 
Thank you for your gift of God’s love for my grieving 
heart.  See you all in worship this Christmas and throughout 
the new year.  
                  
Pr. Ahles 

 

P.S. I will eventually get to know your names! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Weekly Schedule 
Monday – day off 
Tuesday – Strum office, text study, visitation  
Wednesday – Elk Creek office, visitation, Confirmation/ other 
activities 
Thursday – Strum office and visitation 
Friday – Strum or Elk Creek office for sermon prep 
Saturday – any final prep for Sunday 
Sunday - worship 

Council Meeting DATE CHANGE 
The new date for the regularly 

scheduled monthly meeting will be the 
first Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
January’s meeting will be Tuesday the 

second at 7 p.m. 



 

These are the UNAPPROVED MINUTES from the Joint Parish meeting November 28, 2017 at 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 

X Tom Wagener X Pastor Ahles X Mike Nelson 

X Camille Skoug X Steve Ebert X Vicki Hanson 

X Clarissa Clark X Charlotte Myhers X Barb Fischer 

Meeting was called to order by President Tom 
Wagener.  Devotions and Prayer by Pastor Ahles. 
Minutes of 10/17/17 meeting were reviewed.  Motion 
by Mike, 2nd by Camille to approve, motion passed. 
Pastor’s report:    Pastor feels that things are going well.  
Expressed how wonderful he and Christine felt the 
Installation celebration was.  He really enjoyed the 
music.   They are appreciative of the help as it has been 
needed at the parsonage with sewer and a few other 
minor things.  Chair lift is working, and new faucets 
coming. 
Pastor has been visiting shut-in’s, and went to Dove 
Nursing Home.   Had one funeral and another death. 
Weekly schedule will be as follows:  Pastor will get into 
the bulletin.                                                                                                                                           
Off on Monday, Tuesday in Strum by 8 am, Tech study 
and visits afternoon.  Wednesday Elk Creek office am 
with visits and confirmation at both churches in the late 
afternoon 4pm Immanuel, 5:15 Elk Creek.        Thursday 
Strum office am, visits pm.  Friday will vary between 
churches, time for sermon prep.  Saturday is open to 
finish sermon, weddings, etc.  Sunday services both 
churches, and nursing homes as scheduled. 
Old Business:   Advent/Christmas worship schedule 
discussed: 
No services at either church the morning of Christmas 
Eve Sunday 12/24/17.    Services at both Immanuel and 
Elk Creek Christmas Eve.  Service only at Immanuel 
Christmas morning.                                               
12/17  Sunday School programs at both churches during 
the Service.                                                                                                                                                                              
12/24  Immanuel  5 pm                                                                                                                                                            
12/24  Elk Creek    7 pm                                                                                                                                                                 
12/25  Immanuel  9 am   Communion will be served at 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services. Alter guilds 
to be notified of this.                                                                                                                                                                 
 12/31/17   Regular services at both churches. 
Mileage reimbursement:  Mileage will be submitted to 
Michelle and Brandi monthly with a 65/35 split of the 
total. 

New Business:   Discussed purchase of a lap top for the 
Pastor’s use.  Would be better than a desktop model.  
Brandi had researched and found an HP Laptop for 
$350.00.   Motion by Steve second by Charlotte to 
purchase.  Motion passed.  
Worship Committee was discussed, they would assist 
with choosing hymns and give others a voice in the 
service.  Pastor believes worship service is a work of the 
people.  Would explore changes that would benefit 
different ages.  Should include Pastor, Organist, Choir 
Director, and lay people.   Suggestion to possibly do a 
joint service when there is a 5th Sunday of the month. 
Annual meeting for both churches is scheduled for 
1/28/17.  Immanuel has 2 annual meeting a year, Elk 
Creek only the one in January.  Respective councils to 
discuss these dates.   Discussed the need for a supply 
Pastor at Elk Creek for the date of Immanuel’s meeting.  
Pastor will check with his wife if it would be a possibility 
for her to do the Elk Creek service. 
Discussed youth group activities.  Nothing scheduled for 
Elk Creek at this time Strum has youth preparing to go 
to convention in Houston.  Work to get youth 
(Confirmation age and older) from the 2 congregations 
together for activities.  Brian and Candace Schadrie are 
active with Strum youth.   Luther Park registration will 
be coming soon.   
Discussed releasing the minutes from the Parish council 
meeting before being approved at the next meeting 
since we are meeting only quarterly.  Decision that 
minutes could be shared as long as it was stated they 
were unapproved. 
Upcoming Activities: 
12/4  Help needed at Immanuel unloading food truck                                                                                                         
12/6  Senior meal at Immanuel at 1 pm                                                                                                                                             
12/10  Elk Creek Choir caroling, and delivery of cookies 
to shut-in’s.                                                                                    
12/13  Meal and Christmas Sing Along at Elk Creek                                                                                                                     
12/16  Food Distribution  (always 3rd Sat of month)  1-5 
pm  Help is needed.                                                                                                                     
12/17  Sunday School Christmas Programs both 
churches (during service)                                                                           
12/20  Christmas Dinner (5PM)  and Concert (6:30 PM) 
at Immanuel, all are welcome. 
Meeting closed with Lord’s Prayer. 
Next meeting  January 16, 2018 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lines from LaVerne… Talk to God each day, about every aspect of your day. Remember that your ultimate goal 
is to keep in touch with Jesus. Even if many things remain undone at the end of the day, accept each day as it comes 
and find God in the midst of it all. Our deepest and most constant need is for the Lord’s peace. Do we have peace in 
our hearts? Is it possible that there are weeds growing in the garden of our hearts? Like pride, worry, selfishness 
and unbelief. The Lord sends trials into our lives. When you trust the Lord in the midst of trouble, peace flourishes 
and all those weeds we mentioned die away. And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches 
in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:19 It’s impossible for you to have a need the Lord cannot meet. Because the Lord is 
still in control and everything is at his beck and call. The Lord’s eyes are searching for one who is seeking Him. God 
wants you to let Him fill you with love, joy, and peace, because they are gloriously flowing from our heavenly 
Father. Trust him to provide you with the strength you need each moment of the day. When you focus on what you 
don’t have, or on something that displeases you, your mind becomes darkened. You maybe even take all the good 
things in life for granted. Then you forget to thank God for all your blessings. Well, don’t forget because God loves 
to be thanked and praised. Walk in the light with Jesus practicing the disciple of thanksgiving. The Lord is with you 
and for you. Are you always with the Lord and for Him? When you feel distant from God, you must know where the 
problem is. God’s love for you is constant and stays the same every day. When you feel far from God, whisper His 
name. The Lord is delighted when you open your hearts to His presence. The Lord says you are mine, nothing can 
separate you from His love. He has invested His very life in you, so you are surely assured that He will take care of 
you. You are never alone, so many problems vanish in the light of God’s love, when you realize this fact. Focus your 
energy on trusting God and thanking Him at all times. While you were still living in darkness, God began to shine 
the light of His presence into your sin-stained life. God lifted us out of the mire, into his marvelous light. Having 
sacrificed His very life for us, He can be trusted in every facet of our lives.  
P.S. Have a wonderful New Year! 
    Your Lay Minister, 
     LaVerne 

Elk Creek Lutheran Church 
W16366 County Road OO 
Osseo, WI  54758 

 


