
Sunday School News 
February 3 – Sunday School @ 9:45 am 
February 10 – Sunday School @ 9:45 am 
February 17 – Sunday School @ 9:45 am 
February 24 – Sunday School @ 9:45 am 

FOOD PANTRY 
The food pantry collection is 
the 2nd Sunday of the month.  

 

The  

Newsletter 

 

Leonard & Josie Robinson are 

celebrating 60 years of wedded 

bliss on February 14. Happy 

Anniversary! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Our Annual Lutefisk & Meatball Supper is right around the corner! 

The fun begins Friday, Feb 15 at 9 am in the church kitchen. We have our 

resident lutefisk experts that will be prepping!  Saturday, Feb 16 is THE day!  

Meatball prep begins at 7:30 am and the fun continues throughout the day. 

There are so many exciting opportunities to take part in from washing dishes 

to waiting tables! There are tasks appropriate for many ages – young AND old!  

Check the sign-up sheets in the church narthex for what jobs are still 

available.  It is a great day! Proceeds from this event are used for mission 

projects local and worldwide.  Serving times are 12:30, 2:00, 3:30, and 5:00 

pm. If you have any questions or comments, please contact Lena (Linda 

Odness) or Othilda (Lynn Nelson). 
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Council Meeting is 
Tuesday, February 5 

at 7 p.m. 
 



January 3, 2019 Congregational Council Meeting (Unapproved) 

 

Meeting was called to order at 7:11 p.m. by Vice-President Jim Odness. Members present were Brandi Berg, Jim Odness, 

Keith Nelson, Linda Odness, Tom Johnson, Bruce Thompson, Pastor Ahles, Lynn Nelson and Tim Radatz 

 

Pastor provided the council with information about “How would you describe a healthy church?”  Information presented 

was based on Pastor Peter Steinke’s study regarding how congregations are like family systems, with that said the first 

mark of a healthy congregation is the ability to accept difference.  As evidenced by scripture writings in Acts and Paul’s 

epistles, right from the start Christians had differences with each other which they expressed openly. Pastor Steinke urges 

us to reflect on the sources of our differences with one another, which often arises because of tension between our need 

for separateness and closeness, which we are always trying to balance. When we become aware of differences in a 

congregation, emotions are stirred-up most notably – anxiety. So as we move forward in our Joint Parish and within our 

own congregation we need to reflect upon the following: How do we deal with differences? Look for ways to deal with 

anxiety that can occur as a result of differences? What can we do as a congregation to grow in our ability to accept 

difference? Pastor concluded this message with a prayer for growing our congregation as a family.  

 

Treasurer's Report provided and presented by Brandi Berg 

 Checking Account - $21,137.19  Building Fund Checking - $5,246.99 

 2020 General Fund - $35,397.42  Memorial Fund - $3,313.10 

 Church Savings- $14,362.40  

Motion was made by Linda to approve report as presented, Tom seconded and motion carried. 

Secretary's report for the December Congregational Council Meeting was read by Linda; motion to approve as presented 

was made by Bruce,   2
nd

 by Tim; motion carried.  

Pastor’s Report 

 Pastor conducted 7 worship services, attended 3 text studies, and participated in the Dairyland conference Pastor’s 

meeting. He made 4 home visits, provided communion to 5 shut-ins and led worship service at Dove in Osseo. 

 Pastor went caroling with the church choir to several members’ homes and some nursing homes and assisted 

living facilities. He also participated in the WELCA appreciation diner and carol singing.  

 Pastor attended the Christmas program practice and extended great appreciation for the dedication and work on 

behalf of the teachers and children involved in presenting such a wonderful program.  

WELCA  

 Lutefisk supper is set for February 16, with four settings beginning at 12:30 and price is $15.00.  
 Sign-up sheets will be in the narthex, so mark your calendars and come join in the fun beginning Friday, February 

15 
Parish Secretary Update 

  No report 

Parish Council  

 Just a reminder that the Joint Parish Council will be meeting on February 19, 2019 at Elk Creek Church to elect 

new officers 

Old Business  

1. Jim will contact Ben Aiona to check on status of furnace service for church and parsonage.  

2. Budget for 2019 was reviewed and finalized. Keith made a motion to set the 2019 budget as presented, seconded 

by Tom, motion carried. 

New Business  
1. Plan for early in this year is to address the Sunday school concerns identified in the survey which include space. 

Pam Johnson has volunteered to attend meetings to bring forward concerns of the Sunday school staff and the 

council will address them.   

Motion to adjourn made by Linda; 2
nd 

by Tom, motion approved. Meeting adjourned at 9:03, we closed with the Lord’s 

Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted by Linda Odness, Recording Secretary. 

 

 



Live Among God’s Faithful People - A gift! 

              Martin Luther taught we are to daily renew our baptism. We rise and say, “I am 

baptized into Christ.” Whether we are young or old, this daily renewal of baptism leads to a 

practicing of faith and deepening of discipleship. Living our Baptism describes our faith 

journey as we come from the baptismal waters to live a new life in Christ.                                                                                                                                                                                  

 We do not have to discern how to follow Christ alone or without assistance. Instead 

God sends the Holy Spirit to call, gather, and sustain us in God’s grace, connecting us to 

brothers and sisters in Christ who also are living out their baptism. “Baptism inaugurates a 

life of discipleship in the death and resurrection of Christ. Baptism conforms us to the 

death and resurrection of Christ precisely so that we repent and receive forgiveness, love 

our neighbors, suffer for the sake of the Gospel, and witness to Christ.” (“The Use of the 

Means of Grace: A Statement on the Practice of Word and Sacrament,” pg. 20)                                                                                                                                                                           

 During the liturgy of Holy Baptism, the presiding minister asks those gathered, 

“People of God, do you promise to support and pray for [the newly baptized] in their 

new life in Christ?” The church responds, “We do, and we ask God to help and guide 

us.” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 228) When the church is at its best, it abundantly 

and graciously supports and prays for the baptized and all people—both near and far. Most 

of us grow in Christian maturity as we are prayed for by the community of faithful 

believers—those willing to share our burdens and dance in our thanksgivings.  

 Living among God’s faithful people gives us multiple opportunities to encourage each 

other to choose a life of love and forgiveness—the way of Christ Jesus. To live among God’s 

faithful people is a gift extended to us by God at our baptism. The church teaches us what 

it means to be sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 

“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your 

calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above 

all and through all and in all.” (Eph. 4:4 NRSV)                                                                                                

 In baptism, we become part of the church—the body of Christ, the faithful people of 

God. Each of us is an essential part of the body of Christ. But at the same time, living 

among God’s faithful people is a gift of great value to be unwrapped and discovered until 

our final breath on this earth. For in baptism, God unites us with Jesus Christ and 

connects us to the body of Christ, now and forever.                                                                                                                       

 The Holy Spirit gives us this gift of the church whether we are baptized as infants or 

at the age of 100. Indeed, a gift! Living among God’s faithful people allows us to witness 

individuals confronting real life situations—the joys and sorrows of life on this earth. We 

learn by watching others live out their baptism—through good and bad times.                                                                                                                                    

 The church reminds us of the hope of Easter when we stand together at the grave of 

a loved one, when we push back the powers of darkness and light the candles of Christmas, 

when we feed the hungry and clothe the naked, as well as when we kneel for confession 

and rise again in God’s amazing grace.   



LIVE                                                                                                                                                                                             

Each morning when we wake to a new day, we can offer a prayer of thanksgiving. God has 

created us and gives us breath to live. But there is more to life than inhaling air. Jesus 

came to give us a new life. 

Among                                                                                                                                                                                           

The word among means to be surrounded and in the midst of others. We are to live in the 

midst of God’s faithful people. 

God’s Faithful People                                                                                                  

To live among God’s faithful people does not mean literally to reside solely with other 

Christians. Brothers and sisters in Christ come in all shapes, shades, and sizes. They can 

be our neighbors, classmates, co-workers, social media friends, and extended family. The 

Holy Spirit brings people in our lives to nurture our faith as well as those who we are to 

encourage. Hopefully, we are blessed by a church family, where we gather for worship, 

fellowship, education, and service. 

     Certainly no church contains perfect people. Even in the most united of congregations, 

conflicts can arise. Relationships can get strained. Thus, God’s faithful people not only 

learn about forgiveness, grace, hospitality, and love, but the church is where we practice 

our faith as Christ instructs. Hopefully, the blessing of being connected to the church far 

outweighs any burdens. 

(Excerpts from: www.elca.org/faithpractices Copyright © 2017 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America pp. 1-4.)   

Please note that I will be using excerpts over the next few months from the ELCA’s Faith Practices as the 

pastoral letter. If you have questions or would like to have further conversations about these faith practices, 

join us for coffee, 10a.m. on Wednesdays. 

                                                                                                                                                            Pastor Ahles 

 

Lines from LaVerne… Can you believe February is just around the corner, so to speak. February, the month of love, 

with Valentine’s Day to remind us of love. Love your fellow man, love your brothers and sisters. Love as God loves you 

and always has. God gives us confidence and hope that pays present dividends. His love is inexhaustible. God has an 

everlasting continuing love for us all the time. Here are some of His blessings we can receive right now: Peace with God, 

access to pray to God at any time, joy in our future prospects. Think differently about suffering, as sometimes, suffering 

helps us to grow as Christians. Have confidence in His promises as we know He keeps His promises. He lives out His love 

for us through the Holy Spirit who lives within us. We are never alone. How foolish it would be for us to think He would 

ever desert us. He gave His only Son for us poor sinners. Jesus, making us alive to God and guaranteeing us a bright 

eternal life. Through our union with Christ, we share in all that He has, including power to live a new life. He releases us 

from the grip of sin and enables us to live a righteous life now. We are all sinners. However, our sinful nature no longer 

has the capacity to dominate us. We retain the freedom of choice. Dear Lord, thank you for giving us the greatest love 

we shall ever know.  P.S. You guys, remember your wives on Valentine’s Day. 

Your Lay Minister, LaVerne 



Sunday, February 24 we are designating as           

“Fabric Care Kit” Sunday! Start collecting items for these kits 
and bring them to church on the 24th: 

 3 yards cotton or cotton blend fabrics (no knits or 
100% polyester) 

 2 spools of matching thread or neutral colored 250-
300 yards each 

 

Elk Creek WELCA Meeting Minutes                                                                                     1/6/2019 

Jan Berg call the meeting to order at 9:45am with the reading of the creed and theme verse.   Linda Odness read the 

Secretary’s report from the newsletter.   The treasurer’s report was given by Lynn.   It showed a current balance of 

$879.99 –placed on file. 

Old Business 

The compassion program was brought up.  Because the child we have been supporting has aged out of the program we 

voted to not send money to the program and use that money for other missions instead. 

New Business 

Jan will take some small blankets and quilts to Head Start program.                                                               

Lutefisk Supper, February 16, 2019.  Sign-up sheet for giving is in the narthex.  Lynn will write for 2 Thrivent Grants – one 

for Prep Day, and one for Dinner Day.                                                                                  

We also discussed Bible Study and the Gather magazine use.  Other ways of doing Bible Study were brought up; CAFÉ, 

etc.  We will discuss and decide at another time.                                                                                      

The fourth Sunday of the month will be dedicated to donating items needed for Mission kits. Sunday January 27, 2019 is 

Sock Day. 

Meeting closed with Lord’s Prayer. 

Minutes by Barb Nelson for Barb Fischer. 

 
 

 
 

Ole goes into a lumber yard to buy some 2x4's."May I help you", asks the salesman. 

"How long do you want' em?" Ole replies: "Oh, for long time. I'm building a house." 

 
Kwik Trip’s “Milk Moola” program is coming 

to an end!  

If you have Milk Moola caps or bag tops, 

please turn them in to the church office or 

your nearest participating school so they 

can be redeemed! 


