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Helpers are needed for the Lutefisk & Meatball Supper! 

Lots of fun jobs, helpers of all ages! 

Check the sign-up in the Narthex  
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Ash Wednesday Service 

February 26 @ 6:30 pm 

We welcome everyone to 
coffee hour Sundays at 9:15 

and Wednesdays at 10 am in 
the church basement.  Join us 

for coffee and chats! 

Council Meeting is 
Tuesday, February 4 

at 7 p.m. 
 

Interested in “serving” an important role in 
Lenten Services?  

We are offering a light supper for those that 
attend the 6:30 Lenten Services (typically 30-40 

people). We are looking for individuals or 
families of all ages to help in this important 
service project. Sign up is in the Narthex or 
contact Stephanie Rumstick at 715.694.2425 

Sunday School News 
February 2 - Sunday School at 9:15 am 

February 9 – Practice singing at 10:10, No Sunday 

School, Bible Camp during 10:30 service 

February 16 - Sunday School at 9:15 am 

February 23 - Sunday School at 9:15 am 

Joint Parish Council will 
have a meeting on  

Tuesday, February 18  
at 6:30pm at Elk Creek 



(NOT APPROVED) 

MEETING MINUTES OF THE JOINT PARISH BOARD of 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & ELK CREEK LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Meeting Date:  November 19, 2019 

The meeting was called to order at 6:37 p.m. by Steve Ebert 

In Attendance:  Pastor Ahles, Jim Odness, Steve Ebert, Becky Rongstad, Vicki Hanson, Camille Skoug, Tom 

Wagener (via phone), Pam Johnson 

Opening Devotions:  Pastor started the meeting with a prayer. 

Last Quarter’s Minutes:  The June meeting minutes were read and approved, Camille made motion to 

approve, Jim seconded the motion.  Motion was carried. 

Pastoral report 

Pastor handed out the pastoral report.  Pastor is taking vacation the week of Thanksgiving, and Pastor Tobiason 

and Pastor Castro will be leading the Thanksgiving Eve service.  He will be also be taking vacation December 

the 26
th

 after the Gunderson Care facility through New Year’s.  We will need a supply Pastor for December 1 

and December 29
th.  

 We will ask Laverne Schaefer and Jim Tocko to cover each service. 

Old Business 

Thanksgiving Eve will be held Wednesday, November 27 at 7 pm at Immanuel, with Eleva, Elk Creek, & 

Chimney Rock 

Thanksgiving Day dinner will be held from 12:00 to 2:00 at Immanuel.  All are welcome!  Reservations are 

appreciated to help with planning, although not required. 

Sunday School programs will be held on Sunday, December 15 at both churches. 

Immanuel Christmas Dinner and Concert will be held on December 18th (Dinner 5:30 / Concert 7:00) 

On Wednesday, December 4
th

, Immanuel will host a senior dinner @ 11:00 with program 

Christmas Eve worship will be held at 5:00 @ Immanuel, and at 7:00 @ Elk Creek 

Christmas Day worship will be held at 8:30 Immanuel; Jim announced that Elk Creek will not hold Christmas 

Day service as attendance was very low last year. 

We reviewed the meeting minutes for the special meeting held in September (with both councils and joint 

parish board).  Motion was made to accept Joint Council Special Meeting minutes by Vicki, seconded by 

Becky.  Motion was carried. 

New Business 

Review of Shared Ministry Agreement:   

The following recommendations were made regarding the wording of the Shared Ministry Agreement: 

 Change IX (f) to “Parsonage Utilities” instead of “Housing Expenses.”  

 On section V(c) strike “for a reserve fund” 

 Add Section VII (e), and amend to include “(50%)” after “reimburse” to clarify that this is equally 

shared instead of following the same rate as other expenses. 

 XV.  Length of Agreement – will begin on January 1, 2020 



Camille made a motion to accept changes and Jim seconded, motion carried.   

Haukeness Financial Services has agreed to do the joint parish accounting for $400/year, using our checkbook.  

Review 20/20 Budget Pastoral Salary:   Reviewed numbers.  Total compensation for 2019 had been budgeted 

at $100,639.50.  The actual paid out came to $97,637.57 ($52,250 base).  Both congregational councils agreed 

to a 2% raise for 2020.  Total compensation budget for 2020 will be $99,471.07 ($53,295 base).  Proposed 

Mileage budget is $7500 and Proposed Utilities is $5800.  

Camille made a motion to approve 2% increase, seconded by Becky.  Motion carried. 

Accounting Procedures:   A motion was made to hire Haukeness Financial Services to do our joint accounting 

at $400/year.  A motion was made to authorize Karin Back at Haukeness to use our checkbook to keep things 

simple.  Check signing privileges are also granted for each congregation’s president.  Tom made a motion and 

Becky seconded. Motion carried. 

Parish Council suggests to pay the $400 yearly fee once a year, providing Haukeness Financial Services is 

agreeable to this. 

The joint account will be emptied at end of each year.  At the beginning of each year, 2 months of expenses for 

each congregation will be deposited at the beginning of the year to keep bookkeeping clean and easy to track 

from year to year.  

Tom, Becky, and Jim have their terms ending in January. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:26 with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Next meeting to be held February 18, 2020 6:30 p.m. at Elk Creek. 

Respectfully submitted by Pam Johnson 

 

Lutefisk & Meatball Supper! 
Saturday, February 15th 

  Serving times: 12:30, 2:00, 3:30, and 5:00 pm. 

$15/ticket – call Becky Rongstad to reserve your tickets 

715-694-2181 
 

The fun begins Friday, Feb 14 at 9 am in the church kitchen. We have our 

resident lutefisk experts that will be prepping!  Saturday, Feb 15 is THE day!  

Meatball prep begins at 7:30 am and the fun continues throughout the day. 

There are so many exciting opportunities to take part in from washing dishes 

to waiting tables! There are tasks appropriate for many ages – young AND old!  

Sign up will be in the church Narthex.  It is a great day! Proceeds from this 

event are used for mission projects local and worldwide.   

*If you have any questions or comments, please contact Lena (Linda Odness) or Othilda (Lynn Nelson). 



 

 

 

 

 

January 7, 2019 

Congregational Council 

Meeting (Unapproved) 

 

Meeting was called to order at 

7:02 p.m. by President Jim 

Odness. Members present were 

Jim Odness, Keith Nelson, 

Pastor Ahles, Stephanie 

Rumstick, Brandi Berg, Linda 

Odness, Barb Fischer, and Tom 

Johnson  

 

Pastor led us in devotion and prayer with a reading from Matthew, Chapter 3.  The reading speaks of Jesus’ baptism by 

John the Baptist. During this passage God reveals to all who Jesus is, “This is my son the beloved” and prior to Jesus 

completing any ministry God say’s about Jesus “You are my beloved son” and that He is well pleased with him. Like 

Jesus, God is also well pleased with us as his children of God. Pastor reminds us to look at our relationship with God and 

remember that through baptism God has claimed us and we are all special. We do not need any other god, because God all 

that is needed.  God recognizes that we all have special talents and gives and to always keep in mind the love that God has 

for all of us.  

Secretary's report for the December’s Congregational Council Meeting was read by Linda; motion to approve minutes as 

read by Brandi, Barb seconded; motion carried.  

Treasurer's Report was presented by Brandi with motion to approve as presented by Linda, seconded by Stephanie, 

motion carried. 

December 

 

 Checking Account -  $16,501.56  Building Fund Checking - $11,207.84 

 2050 General d - $38,478.15  Memorial Fund - $2,711.22 

 13 mo. CD - $10,228.22 

Pastor’s Report 

 Pastor conducted 5 worship services, attended 2 text studies, made 5 home visits, 4 visits to shut-ins and 3 

hospital visits. He was on vacation from December 26
th
 – December 31

st
, 2019. 

 He provided instruction one Sunday for the confirmation students, attended choir practice 2 nights and attended 

the practice on Saturday prior to the Sunday School Program. 

 Pastor conducted the nursing home service on December 22, at Dove a d Tri-County Health Care Center on 

December 26th. He also caroled at the Tri-County Health Care Center with some of the members from our 

church.  

WELCA  

 Reminder of the “Wedding Event” that is being planned for June. 

Attention Plant People or aspiring plant people! 

On March 21 from 10-12, we will be hosting our first ever 
houseplant exchange and sale! 

Beat the winter gray and gloom by adding some green to your 
house! We will start with a presentation on caring for your 
houseplants by Susan Frame, Landscape, Plant & Turf 
Management Instructor at Chippewa Valley Technical College. 
After the presentation, you’ll be able to choose new plants to add 
to your home. If you already have some favorites that you could 
use to start a new plant, please get them started and bring them 
to exchange! We will also use our time together to package single 
meals that can be delivered to those who would appreciate them. 
Soup and sandwich lunch to follow. More details next month! For 
plant exchange or meals distribution questions, contact Amber 
Radatz (608)317-0001 or Stephanie Rumstick (715)694-2425. 



 There will be a plant exchange on March 21
st
 if you would like to participate bring any new starters or extra plants 

to share.  
 The Lutefisk Dinner is Saturday, February 15 with prep work on February 14

th
. Please sign up as able on the 

sheets in the narthex. It is a great couple days of camaraderie and fun. 
Parish Secretary Update 

 Nothing reported 

Janitor 

 Nothing to report 

Sunday School 

 Nothing to report 

Joint Parish Council  

 Next meeting will be held on February 18, at Elk Creek beginning at 6:30, with election of officers. 

Old Business  

1. Offering envelopes will be available in the narthex please take envelopes as needed. We will no longer be 

assigning numbers to giving accounts 

2. Church survey results will were shared with council members no action taken. 

3. Budget for 2020 was finalized, Linda made a motion to approve, seconded by Stephanie motion carried.  

4. Certificate of Deposit comes due on February 29
th
 so will need discuss plan for this money at February meeting.  

5. The nominating committee will be meeting prior to church service on 1/12/2020. 

6. Jim contacted Karin at Haukness regarding the transition of the joint parish account from Immanuel, Strum, 

however as of December 30
th
, no one had contacted Karin. Following several phone calls Strum contacted and 

Karin and met to transfer the account.  

New Business  
1. Parsonage rent of $2,400.00, for 2020 was received from Strum and deposited in the building fund account. 

2. Possible building considerations for upcoming year: replacing the carpet in the narthex and church steeple 

louvers.  

3. Accurate membership needs to be filed at the Synod office by February 15, 2020 so this may need to be updated 

for accurate numbers.  

Motion to adjourn made by Linda, 2
nd 

by Brandi, motion approved. Meeting adjourned at 9:07 and we closed with the 

Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted by Linda Odness, Recording Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 

Have you been looking for a way to 

contribute to our Mission Projects? 
 

February we will be collecting “Fabric Care Kit” items: 

 3 yards cotton or cotton blend fabrics (no knits or 100% polyester) 

 2 spools of matching thread or neutral colored 250-300 yards each 

 

 

 



Consider the Call from Jesus 

     One of the things that candidates for ordained ministry do before they begin the process 

of going to seminary to be trained as Pastors, is to consider what they are called to do with 

the faith that they have in Jesus. Sometimes this happens privately on their own. Other 

times they can attend a workshop at the seminary of their choice to discern what Jesus is 

calling them to be and do. “Considering the Call from Jesus”, is an important task for 

potential pastors of the church to do.   

     BUT, what about the rest of you? All people baptized in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit receive a call from Jesus. This call is not always easily 

discerned. Sometimes it takes a lot of prayer. Sometimes you have to sit in darkness or go 

through dark times and pray for what Jesus is calling you to be and do.  

    When you do this, it is important that you remember that God is your Light and 

Salvation. Ps. 27:1 states, “The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” The one who gives 

you light in your darkness, is Jesus. The one who saves you in all darkness, is Jesus. DO 

NOT BE AFRAID! 

    The world can be a dark place to live. The world can be a fearful place to live. Because of 

this, there will be times you will lose your way and you won’t want to follow Jesus and bear 

witness to his love or listen to his call. Yet, Jesus promises to be with you always, to the 

end of the age. Mt. 28:19-20 states,     Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember,        I 

am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

     Therefore, wherever you find yourself in this sometimes very chaotic world, Jesus calls 

you to be the sons and daughters of God; to be the people of God in this place at this time. 

Put aside the stuff of life you think is important and necessary. Your mission and purpose 

with your life, and mine as well, is to proclaim Jesus Christ crucified and risen. God has 

given us the light and salvation we need, to life with faith, hope, and love. Valentine’s Day 

is coming; A day to show your love for others. Remember, God loves you every day!  

                                                                                                      Pastor Ahles   

                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 



Elk Creek WELCA met for its January meeting on January 12 2020.  Meeting was called to order at 9:15 am.  

Secretary’s minutes were read by Stephanie, motion by Tammy, 2nd by Crystal to approve as read.  Treasurer 

report given by Becky – General fund $2370.98,  Seminary Fund $10,242.36, Savings 1455.52.  Treasurer’s 

report was accepted and placed on file. 

Old Business:  

Becky checked on fees on the checking account at CCF, she will continue to follow up on this.  It has been 

asked that the last person out of church should make sure the door (side door) is latched and lights turned off. 

New Business:                                                                                                                                                                          

Bridal Show – Tammy handed out information forms to be filled out to accompany dresses being shared for 

the Bridal Show.                                                                                                                                                                    A 

tote will be placed in the Narthex for collection of soap – our mission item for this month.  Mission Kit- Prices 

this was tabled until next month. 

Stephanie bought Pajama’s at Walmart (22 pair)  which Jan dropped off from the ladies to Pajama Grandma’s.  

Western Dairyland has a house for homeless. Jan dropped off clippers, combs, 2 sweaters, sheets and assorted 

linens there.    

OF after Prom Party requested funds. Lori made a motion to give a $50.00 donation.  2nd by Jennifer, motion 

approved. 

Lutefisk Dinner:  Need more glasses (9 oz.) motion by Lynn, 2nd by Roseann to purchase 100.  Need more 

rubber spatulas (10), Jennifer will look for these.    Watch all cords on coffee pots and roasters.   Lynn has 

applied for 2 Thrivent action grants. 

2020 Women’s Book – Some new things have been added:  Plant sale and shut in meals, would be helpful if 

someone could apply for a Thrivent Grant.   Corrections to book Night circle in May will be held at Barb 

Nelson’s, August at Jan Bergs, September at Linda Odness’s. 

Sacred Heart is in need of clothing for Women/Children’s clothing for those in abusive situations. (can be 

gently used).   Sleep in Heavenly Peace is in need of Roll Up Mattresses-Perhaps we could also donate quilts to 

this.  Possibly the men’s ministry could have a build day or support them financially. 

Thank you Note from Heifer International was read. Cards from Whitehall Food Pantry, Strum Food Pantry, 

Western Dairyland, and Ruby’s pantry were also read. 

Group 1 serves at Dove next week. Christmas Decorations will be taken down after church today.  Potluck on 

January 26th after church, annual meeting to follow.   

Meeting closed with Offering and Offertory song, and Lord’s Prayer at 10:05 am. 

Minutes by Tammy Danenberg for Barb Fischer       

  

WELCA balances not reported in the Annual Report: 

Seminary Savings $10,242.36 & Savings $1.455.52 

                                                                                                           



1/26/2020 Elk Creek Annual Congregational Meeting for the year of 2019 
(Unapproved) 

The meeting was called to order by President Jim Odness at 12:30 p.m.  There were 38 members in attendance a 
quorum was confirmed.  
 
Pastor led us in devotion & prayers with a reading from Acts 2.  In this reading early Christians were asked to sell their 
belongs to help core for others who were in need.  Pastor encourages us to model our work and mission for others after 
the early Christians who were able to accomplish so much by working together. Praising God can be easy, but to have 
good will for all people takes a greater commitment. Pastor hopes that we continue to be together often to promote 
Jesus’ works.  

Pastor’s Report 

 Baptisms - 4; Funerals – 5 for members, 1 for nonmembers     New Members – 4   Confirmed Members - 3 

 Pastor shared that we gathered as a faith community to worship during 50 Sunday’s this past year. During this year 
we celebrated with others in baptism, confirmation, during Lenten services, and other church celebrations.  

 He extended a big thank you to Crystal Johnson for her work as the Church Secretary in managing the daily affairs of 
the church, and preparing the service bulletins. 

 He recognized Becky for providing music during service and other church related events; as well as the women who 
assist him in ministry and provide meals for funerals and other church events.  

 He commended everyone for all the accomplishments in 2019 which included special worships services, fund raisers 
such as the Lutefisk dinner, the bazaar and day at the ball park. All of these along with others not mentioned are 
evidence of our trust in God who gives us guidance and examples of how to work as a Community. 

 Pastor also shared that according to Dave Ramsey, Financial Peace University Founder: there are four reasons to 
gather as a community of faith and they are: Community is encouraging, Community is Fun, Community attracts 
the Holy Spirit and Community fosters love.  
 
He encourages all of us to move forward in 2020 as A Community of Faith, trusting in the gifts God has given each 
one of us to encourage and love one another just as Jesus Christ has loved us. As faithful people of God here at Elk 
Creek Lutheran Church, be encouraging with each other, be fun with each other, be attractive with others as the 
Holy Spirit works through you, AND ABOVE ALL, foster love with each other in the way Christ loves each one of us. 
Be a community of Faith! 

Secretary’s Report was not read aloud, instead Linda Odness proposed to forgo reading of the minutes from 2019’s 
annual report; instead enter and approve them as printed in the annual report.  Motion to accept by Lynn Nelson; 2nd by 
Stephanie Rumstick, Motion approved. 

Treasurer’s Report (General Fund / Building Fund) was presented and reviewed by Brandi Berg.  
Total Income for 2019 - $76,151.69 Total Expenses for 2019 - $81,567.95 Ending Balance for 2019 - $15,720.93 
Building Fund Checking - $11,989.47 Memorial Fund - $2,711.22  2019 CD (2/29/2020)- $10,228.84 
Church Savings- Closed Funds transferred to building fund checking  2050 Fund - $38,478.15    
 
Brandi shared a categorized report of the Parish Shared Expenses including Pastoral compensation, operating (home 
related bills), benefits and ministry aid and Pastoral contracts (supply pastors). 
 
Motion to approve General Fund and Building Fund Reports as presented was made by Jan Berg, 2nd by Barb Fischer 
motion carried.  
 
President’s Report  provided by Jim Odness 

 Jim thanked all those who will be leaving the council for their service, and those continuing.  

 Jim extended a big thank you to Brandi Berg for her work as treasurer during the past four years. 

 He also shared that the roof project went well and is completed. 



 Jim recognized all of those who organized and ran fund raisers for the roof; especially the younger couples of the 
church. 

 Joint Parish Update: 
Jim shared that a new joint parish document has been signed and is on file with our church. Major changes made 
include: we will change from a 35/65 to a 40/60 split for 2020. The congregation housing the pastor is responsible 
for managing the joint parish checking account and associated bills.  
The council decided to hire Karin Back from Haukness to manage the Joint Parish Account for 2020 acting as an 
agent for Elk Creek Lutheran. As directed by the Joint Parish Council the Joint Parish Account for 2019, which was 
managed by Michelle Peasle, Immanuel, was closed out and remining monies transferred back to each congregation 
according to the 35/65 split.  Jim has contacted Karin and the Joint Parish Account has been established and 
transferred to her management effective early January of 2020. 
 

 

Following reports were presented as informational as part of the printed annual meeting: 

 
WELCA: presented by Becky Rongstad 

              Total Income - $ 24,617.13  Total Expenses - $23,126.46  Beginning Balance - $880.31 

              Ladies Savings $1,455.52  Seminary Fund - $10,242.36  Ending Balance - $2,370.98 

 

 

CIA Youth Group – presented by Kellen Nelson and Lindsey Nelson. Beginning balance $4,986.26; income $275.47; 

expenses - $0; ending balance for 2019 $5,261.73 

Lindsey shared that there is a need for someone to lead and revive the youth group. 

  

Choir: presented by Lynn Nelson; Income-$135.08, Expenses - $198.27; Ending balance $797.77  

Memorial Fund: presented by Becky Rongstad. Memorials were given to various church organizations including the 
cemetery, in memory of the following individuals: Amy Maug Ebert, Laila Pederson, Curt Monson, Jim Kehrmeyer, 
Patricia Anderson, Virginia Rongstad, Martin & Olive Anderson, Fran Hagen, Willard Halverson, Milan & Doris 
Christianson, Pat Holstad, Jean Witte, and Yvonne Monson 

Sunday School – Report provided by Trisha Lyngen; Checking account beginning balance $2391.73; deposits $1,463.45; 
expenses $1,482.33 with ending balance for 2019 $2,372.85. 

Elk Creek Cemetery Association – Report provided by Allen Rongstad. The cemetery association budget and report is 
from May 2018 – May 2019. Beginning balance 5/24/2018 $3,627.21; Inflows - $18,265.00; Outflows - $16,449.06; 
Ending balance 5/22/2019 $5,443.43. 

Operating Budget and Building Fund Budget for 2020 were presented by Brandi Berg. Mike Nelson. made a motion 

to approve the general fund and building fund budgets as presented; 2nd by Steve Ebert. Motion approved. 

Election of Officers – the following officers were presented for election for 2020.  

Council Positions: 
Tim Radatz (1 yr.)  Keith Nelson (2 yr.)   Rhonda Koval (3 yr.) 
Tom Johnson (1 yr.)  Cedric Anderson (2 yr.)   Lindsey Nelson (3 yr.) 
Stephanie Rumstick (2 yr.) Anson McCune (2 yr.)   Lori Nelson (3 yr.)   
    (fulfilling Brandi Bergs term)    
WELCA Rep. Becky Rongstad/Jan Berg 
 
During the February council meeting all officer positions will be voted on. Officer positions including President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Financial Secretary and Treasurer. All other members will be Members at Large.  



        

WORSHIP APPOINTED POSITIONS 
 

Memorial Secretary   Board of Education    Auditing Committee______________ 
Rosanne Thompson   Amber Radatz         Rhonda Koval (1 yr.) 
     LaYona Manka    Rochelle Stenson (2 yr.) 
     Nicole Johnson    Tammy Danenberg (3 yr.) 
   
Head Greeter/Usher   Stewardship Committee  Music Committee 
Church Secretary   Steve Johnson    Bonnie Johnson 
     Jan Berg    Tammy Danenberg 
     Bill Danenberg    Becky Rongstad    
 
Joint Parish Board Memorial Committee Nominating Committee  Worship Ministry  
Pam Johnson (1 yr.) Deb Ebert  Kellen Nelson (1 yr.)  Rhonda Koval (1 yr.)   
Steve Ebert (2 yr.) Barb Nelson  Bill Danenberg (2 yr.)  Jan Berg (1 yr.) 
Henry Filla (3 yr.)    Allen Rongstad (3 yr.)  Stephanie Rumstick (2 yr.) 
      One outgoing council member Roberta West (2 yr.)  
            
Brandi Berg made a motion to cast a unanimous vote for all members on the ballot. Seconded by Linda Odness, motion 
approved with a unanimous vote. 
 
 

Old Business  

 The roof has been completed and looks great. 

 Jim reported that the black top may need to be sealed this year, but he was not certain so may need to contact 

Oium. 

 

New Business 

 Jim mentioned that the carpet in the narthex may need to be replaced as well as consideration for the carpet in the 

church, especially the carpet in the center aisle. Much discussion regarding this and the women would like to be part 

of the decision-making process regarding color. No final decision was made 

 Keith Nelson shared information regarding options for the louvers in the steeple. One option would be to rent a lift 

and paint the louvers and another to replace the louvers with a bid from a company in Eastern WI for $7,955.00.  If 

we should choose to paint the louvers, Henry Filla shared that he may be able find a place to rent a lift for less than 

$2000. Allen Rongstad would be willing to paint the louvers, with others assisting. 

We already have a donation of $2000.00 for repairs to the steeple 

Lori Nelson made a motion for the council to conduct additional research on the louvre work and they have 

permission to spend whatever is needed to paint or replace the louvers up to $4,000.00, Henry Filla seconded the 

motion, motion carried.  

 May want to look at replacing the copy machine with a printer that could print in color. It was suggested that the 

council consider an Epson. 

 Allan shared that the Sunday School edition roof may need to be sealed. 

 Bonnie shared that Brad Johnson is willing to mow the church yard during 2020.  

 Brad was recognized by all those present for his dedication and work at the church for the past 25 years.  

 

Motion to recess was made by Cedric Anderson, 2nd by Rosanne Thompson:  Motion approved.  We recessed at 1:58  

p.m.  Respectfully submitted by Linda Odness, Recording Secretary. 



Lines from LaVerne…The Lord’s Prayer: Part 1 -- Our Father. In this life of ours, God becomes more than 

a guide, He is our caretaker and careful planter. His disciples saw Jesus, a man unafraid and he prayed a lot and 

they sought such a relationship themselves. They asked Jesus to teach them to pray. We are all related to one 

another, because Jesus has made a relationship with His Father possible via the cross. Our Father which art in 

heaven, starts with “Our” and it means we can claim and share God as OUR father. We are responsible to God, 

and also for and to one another. This, God’s love, fills us so much, that we must share it with those around us. 

Who art in Heaven.  Heaven is God’s address and it has been prepared for everyone by God’s grace. Paul 

writes, “our citizenship is in heaven.” (Phil 1:20) When we pray to our Father “who art in heaven”, we are 

identifying His home as well as ours. In this prayer we know as Paul puts it, “You are no longer foreigners and 

aliens, but you are fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the foundations 

of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus as the chief cornerstone.” (Eph 2:19-22) Heaven is our home. 

Hallowed be Thy name. That’s the freeway now, the freeway of Christian life. Hallow means “to honor God”. 

To know his name is to know his character, His personality, His temperament, His love, His mercy, and His 

power. We revere Him as He is holy and we are praying that God’s name will be honored by everyone. To 

hallow His name means to care for what is His. The whole world and the people in it. We as stewards, so accept 

the role of taking care of this universe. It should be gratitude on our part to hallow and praise Him. Thy 

Kingdom come. “The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will people say, “Here 

it is,” or “There it is.” Because the kingdom of God is within you (Luke 17:20-21). The kingdom of God is 

summed up in Jesus, the Prince of Peace and King. The kingdom is but righteousness, peace, and joy in the 

Holy Spirit. This kingdom without borders, without limits, a kingdom which takes limits, a kingdom which 

takes a lifetime to explore. You will discover it is within you, and that brings joy. The kingdom is ours because 

He gives it to us. (to be continued….) 

P.S. February, the month of Valentine’s Day. Just a reminder to show our love to one another. Life is short so 

don’t forget. We as Christians have God, our heavenly Father. What more do we want??? 

     
Your Lay Minister, 

      LaVerne 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Don’t forget about our upcoming WEDDING SHOW. 

June 27 at 1 p.m. 

Tea and light lunch will follow. We are looking for wedding dresses to 

showcase. Contact Tammy Danenberg to submit a dress. 


