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THE  
NEWSLETTER 

Watching & Waiting with Hope 

     The season of Advent is upon us once again as we prepare for the celebration of the birthday of Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Savior.  Advent urges us to keep watch for the coming of the Day of the Lord. Advent calls 

us to be ready because the Lord will sweep into our lives when we are least expecting it. Like a California fire 

that can strike at a moment’s notice and leave bone and ashes for families to sift through for evidence of 

loved ones, the Day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night and leave us wondering “What 

happened?!?!” 

     Yet the Gospel says that we should not get obsessed with predicting the coming Day of our Lord.  Don’t get 

hung up on the fires, floods, and other disastrous storms as meaning the end of the world is near. Don’t let 

conflicts in various parts of the world scare us in to thinking that the end-times are here. Beware of people 

who come saying that they know God’s plan and when that plan is going to happen. Keep watching for God to 

break in to our lives right now.  

      Watching also means that we are waiting for, anticipating the Lord to come in all his glory.  Jesus Christ will 

return with joy and gladness to gather the faithful ones to himself and celebrate life without end.  

     One of Dr. Seuss’s best books is entitled, “Oh, the Places You’ll Go!” It is a brief graduation speech of his to 

encourage young people to find the success that lies within.  According to Dr. Seuss, there are many places 

you can go as you travel the maze of life and he describes them in a humorous and rhyming way.  At about the 

middle of this book, he describes a “…most useless place,  

      The Waiting Place…for people just waiting. 

  Waiting for a train to go 

  or a bus to come, or a plane to go 

  or the mail to come, or the rain to go 

     or the phone to ring, or the snow to snow 

  or waiting around for a Yes or No 

  or waiting for their hair to grow. 

  Everyone is just waiting. 

  Waiting for the fish to bite 

  or waiting for the wind to fly a kite 

  or waiting around for Friday night 

  or waiting, perhaps, for their Uncle Jake 

  or a pot to boil, or a Better Break 

  or a string of pearls, or a pair of pants 

  or a wig with curls, or Another Chance.  

  Everyone is just waiting. 

     I wonder how many hours of life are spent waiting. Like waiting at the Doctor’s Office, or a stop sign or a 

red light; waiting at the post Office or checkout lines at grocery and department stores; waiting for your ship 

to come in; or just waiting for your favorite team to win: Like Packers or Vikings.  



    Advent is a time of waiting; waiting to open presents, waiting for Christmas cookies to bake, waiting for 

greeting cards from relatives and friends, waiting to sing the Christmas Carols because the pastor insists on 

singing hard Advent hymns, waiting to celebrate Christmas.    

     Yet Advent waiting and watching is much more than these. Advent waiting and watching is for Jesus to 

come again.  “Therefore, you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” In a 

sense Christians are always in the season of Advent; to be waiting for and watching for Jesus to come again in 

all his glory. Have a Blessed Advent, a Holy Christmas, and a hopeful new year; watching, waiting and hoping 

for a peaceful and loving new year.   

                                                                                                                                           Pr. Ahles 

 

Unapproved Minutes of the Joint Parish Council 

Joint Parish Council met for its 4th quarter meeting on November 

20, 2018 at 6:30 pm ILC hosted.  Meeting was called to order by 

President Tom Wagener.  Minutes from previous meeting were 

reviewed, typo error noted.  Motion to approve by Steve, 2nd by 

Marie.  Minutes were placed on file. 

Pastor Ahles gave devotions from Ecclesiastics; 2 together are 

stronger than 1 and a third added is stronger yet, with that third 

cord being God.  

Pastor’s Report was given with number of services performed, 

visits to shut-in’s and nursing homes, listed as well as funerals 

and baptisms.  Fellowship/fundraising events at both churches 

also. 

Old Business:                                                                                                                                                                                         

Worship schedules: November 25th Pastor Tobiason will do 

services at both churches. Elk Creek will be responsible for 

payment since they are the 1st service with Immanuel to 

reimburse.    Christmas Eve services will be 5:30 pm ILC, 7:30 pm 

EC.  Christmas Day 10:30 ILC, EC to be decided at next council 

meeting.  December 30th will be a joint service at EC.  Discussion 

on designation of loose offering to go for back pack operations 

by schools providing weekend meals for kids.  Motion by Camille, 

second by Marie.  Motion passed.  Service will be 10:30 at Elk 

Creek.  Jim shared that at times either the church council or 

ladies of Elk Creek will match loose offering to support the 

designated need.  It will be announced if there will be matching 

funds at the service. 

Joint Checking account for Portico payments, Utilities, 

miscellaneous including continuing education would amount to 

approximately 3-4 check month.  It was noted that there was a 

difference in charges to current checking accounts set up 

because of the account type. This will be looked into.  The new 

account will be set up to begin being used 1/1/2019.  After much 

discussion, on use of an outside party to  administer this account 

(Haukeness agency $600.00 /yr to be split 50/50 by both 

congregations) or set up that 1 financial treasurer pays bills 

from the joint account which both congregations have deposited 

funds.   This Parish account will need a new/separate tax ID (EIN) 

number.   Financial Treasurer’s from both churches would have 

online viewing of the account and both churches will receive a 

copy of the statement.   Motion by Steve, 2nd by Camille for 

Immanuel to administer the account.  President and Treasurer 

X Tom Wagener X Pastor Ahles X Mike Nelson-Keith 
Nelson  for Mike 

X Camille Skoug X Steve Ebert X Vicki Hanson 

X Marie Murrell X Jim Odness X Barb Fischer 

X Michelle Peasey X Brandi Berg   



Sunday School News 
December 2: Christmas Program practice 9:45-10:45 
December 9: Christmas Program practice 9:45-10:45 
Saturday, December 15: Christmas Play practice 9-noon 
December 16: CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
*If your child is unable to be there on Sunday, December 16, please let a Sunday School Board 
member know so they can plan accordingly. 

Amber Radatz, Paula Gibson, Nicole Johnson or LaYona Manka 

from each congregation will have signing authority.  Motion 

carried.  The motion of an addendum to be made to parish 

agreement stating that the funds from each church must be 

deposited by the 30th day of each month was made by Marie, 2nd 

by Steve.  Motion passed. 

New Business:                                                                                                                                                                                              

Parish Council Membership:   Barb due to go off in January, 

unless re-nominated in at annual meeting.  February will be 

election of officers at Parish Council and review of the Parish 

Agreement.  Any issues or concerns should be brought to Parish 

Council members before February meeting.  Percentages paid 

by each church will be reviewed at this time also.     

Discussion on the 5th Sunday Joint services.  Motion by Keith, 2nd 

by Marie to discontinue these based on input from both 

congregations, motion passed.   Suggestions to promote and 

attend each other’s activities as a way to support and get to 

know each other better.     

Youth ministry:  Pastor is working to develop youth ministry.   He 

shared leaflet starting with the very young (birth to 3), to be 

given/sent to parents of newborns monthly.  These outline 

activities and resources to assist with faith formation also 

strengthening parents’ faith. There are documents that would 

grow with the child to continue faith formation.  This will go to 

each church council to decide on.   Discussion on youth group, 

seem to compete with school activities to have involvement.  

Ideas were shared to grow younger involvement in the church.    

Upcoming activities:                                                                                                                                                                                

Dec. 13th Elk Creek Christmas Singalong, with dinner before.                                                                                                                 

Dec. 19th Immanuel Concert at 7 pm with Dinner at 5:30 pm.  

Anyone wishing to perform contact Jeanette Tobiason.  Signup 

sheets for both dinners to be put out.                                                                                                                            

Annual meeting for both churches falls on 1/27/19.  Immanuel 

will move their meeting to 2/3/19.                                                    Parish 

council meeting 2/19/19 6:30pm at Elk Creek.  Parish Agreement 

will be reviewed at this meeting. 

Pastoral Salary Compensation:                                                                                                                                                                   

Discussion on current salary including pension, housing and 

health care.  Current payout is greater than the amount 

presented to the synod that had been set.  Changes in the coming 

year should bring the cost of healthcare down.   Motion by 

Camille to give an increase of 1 % additional to Pastors pension. 

Second by Marie.  Motion passed.  Going forward tracking of 

vacation, sick leave, continuing education, etc. will be tracked 

on a master calendar for the coming years. 

Meeting closed with Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully, 

Barb Fischer, Sec.                                                     

 

 



Holiday Service 

Schedule 

Sunday, Dec 16 – Christmas 

Program 

Sunday, Dec 23 –Normal 

Sunday morning service  

@8:30am 

Monday, Dec 24 - Christmas 

Eve service 7:30 pm 

Tuesday, Dec 25 - Christmas 

Day service TBD 

Sunday, Dec 30 – Joint service 

at Elk Creek at 10:30 

Elk Creek WELCA meeting                                                                                                               11/11/18 

Elk Creek WELCA met for its November meeting on 11/11/18 at 10:22 am.  Meeting opened with creed and 

theme verse.  Secretary’s report was read, correction requested to remove Lindsey from Nomination committee 

for 2019.  It was decided that the Quilting committee would be represented by all the Quilting ladies.  

Treasurer’s report was given by Stephanie:     Beginning balance $10,384.39, Sept/Oct expenses $11,659.32 

(includes parking lot), Ending balance $8,710.18.  Savings $2,940.24, Seminary fund $10,233.47.  A detailed 

report of Sept and Oct income and expenses was given.  Treasurer’s report was placed on file.   

Thank you’s were read from ERO for the donation of a quilt for the annual fundraiser, Ruby’s pantry, Christmas 

gift for the compassion child, Western Dairyland for filled backpacks, Family of Irma Pederson for lunch after 

the funeral.  

 

New Business; 

Discussion on Gather vs online material available for bible study content.  December 12
th

 ladies will be going to 

Trempealeau County Health Care Center to sing Christmas carols with the residents.  They will meet at the 

church at 1:30pm to be there at 2pm.  Anyone interested in joining them is welcome, several from choir will be 

going. 

 

Annual giving discussed.  Motion by Jan to give the same as had been given  last year, 2
nd

 by Roseann, motion 

passed.  This includes: Food Pantries $500.00 each, Western Dairyland $500.00, Ruby’s Pantry $200.00, 

Trempealeau CO. Health Care center $100.00 Cash, and $100.00 in gifts.   For Project comfort, what funds 

were not spent on quilting materials, would go to the project for shipping of quilts. 

 

Offering was taken, meeting closed with Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully,  

Barb Fischer, Sec. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Council Meeting  
Tuesday, December 4  

at 7 p.m. 
 

Results from Fall Bazaar 2018: 

We made over $7,400 from this fun event!  

Thank you to everyone who donated items, 

made items, bid on items and bought items. 

It was a splendid evening! 

Quilt Raffle Winners: 

Barb Nelson won the beautiful quilt made 
by Jean Schermetzler. Thank you to 
everyone that sold tickets, bought tickets 
and to Jean for creating such a beautiful 
quilt. 
 

 



FOOD PANTRY 
The food pantry collection is 
the 2nd Sunday of the month.  

 

The choir practices 
Wednesdays at 7:15pm.  
We would love to have 

you join us! 
 

Noisy Offering! 
$359.41 was collected to be used 
for Sunday School expenses like 
curriculum, supplies, Christmas 

program treats, etc. 

THANK YOU! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
November 5, 2018 Congregational Council Meeting 

(Unapproved) 

 

Meeting was called to order at 7:13 p.m. by President 

Steve Ebert. Members present were Brandi Berg, Jan 

Berg, Jim Odness, Keith Nelson, Linda Odness, Lynn 

Nelson, Tom Johnson, Bruce Thompson, Steve Ebert, 

Pastor Ahles and Tim Radatz 
 

Pastor led us in Prayer with a reading from Hebrew 5:1-

10. We are all taught to be leaders and this sometime 

makes teamwork difficult. By putting our own agenda 

aside, and turning our attention to God we will know his 

presence in our lives.  
 

Treasurer's Report provided and presented by Brandi 

Berg 
 

 Checking Account - $10,341.20 

 Building Fund Checking - $4,844.29 

 2020 General Fund - $35,376.72 

 Memorial Fund - $3,639.31 

 Church Savings- $14,354.00   
 

Motion was made by Bruce to approve report, Jim 

seconded and motion carried. 
 

Secretary's report for the October Congregational 

Council Meeting was read by Linda; motion to approve 

as presented was made by Jan,  2
nd

 by Tim; motion 

carried.  
 

Pastor’s Report 

 Pastor is very appreciative of the time he had 

away from the Congregation to help with 

healing after the loss of his son’s.  

 It has been a busy couple weeks with two 

funerals and the church bazaar. 

 He shared that the confirmation program is 

going well with Donna teaching on Sunday 

mornings and he and the families involved are 

looking for a time to meet with him and the 

confirmands. 

 

WELCA  

 Memorial committee has purchased the stoles  
 Coffee break is ever Wednesday at 10:00 all are 

welcome 
 Ladies will be voting at the next meeting on 

where to donate the monies raised at the bazaar. 
 Reminder to all that the Holiday Meal and Sing-

a-long will be on Thursday, December 13, 2018. 

Watch for additional information and sign-up 

sheets in upcoming bulletins. 
Parish Secretary Update 

  Nothing to report 

Parish Council  

 Next meeting will be Tuesday, November 20, at 

6:30 p.m. at Immanuel in Strum. 

Old Business  

1. The floor in the dishwasher room has been 

resurfaced and rubber mats installed to help 

reduce slippage. 

2. Window on west side of church has been 

repaired. 

3. Ben Anois will be performing annual check-up 

of the furnaces in the church and parsonage as 

soon as he has time. 

4. Nominating committee needs to meet in 

December 

New Business  
 

1. Results of the survey were shared and discussed. 

A committee including: Jim Odness, Steve 

Ebert, Tim Radatz and the Pastor will be 

meeting on November 14, to determine some 

priority issues that will be addressed during 

2019 as well as drafting a letter to send to 

members 



2. In order to involve all members who wish to 

participate on the Council and with the worship 

ministry all members will be contacted by letter 

and phone. 

3. Discussed developing a Joint Parish account for 

Pastor’s expenses with all council members in 

favor, and having an outside party managing the 

account all council members were in favor of 

this plan. 

4. Becky Rongstad shared that water was found on 

the upstairs piano following a heavy rain with an 

east wind, likely related to a roof issue. Plan is 

to cover the piano to eliminate any problems in 

the future 

5. Becky also shared some concerns regarding the 

organ and would like to contact someone to look 

at this. A motion was made by Keith, for Becky 

to contact an individual to look at the issues with 

the organ. Seconded by Tim motion approved, 

6. The council agreed to send Keith Nelson as our 

representative to the Joint Council meeting  to 

fill in for Mike Nelson’s as he is unable to attend 

due to health reasons.    

 

Motion to adjourn made by Linda 2
nd 

by Tim, motion 

approved. Meeting adjourned at 8:52, we closed with the 

Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Linda Odness, Recording 

Secretary. 

 
Lines from LaVerne… Oh how I love Christmas. The snow, the pretty lights, the children’s smiling faces and 

it seems so very peaceful. When icy flurries subside, what charm warms ones heart and mind. It’s like an icy 
wonderland. God has such beauty for all to see. Winter, too, can be so beautiful. Then there is the wonderful 
Christmas carols that are sung with such wonder. Don’t they sound beautiful?  We have this great longing for 
God. This world seems to turn us away from God so easily. The Word of God teaches us what is known about 
God.  It tells us the day comes when only God remains. Everything else in life passes away, but God will remain. 
To satisfy our longing for God stay close to Him. He has a plan for us that will lead us to a place of peace. His 
divine plan is complete in every detail and will lead all who follow Him to an abundant life. It will be a place of 
peace. You will call and pray to me, says the Lord and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when 
you seek me with all your heart, I will be found by you. (Jeremiah 29:14). Here we are back to the first 
commandment again. He told us the Holy Spirit would continue to teach us all things and bring to our 
remembrance all that God has said through His Word. He was talking to His disciples with whom He had spent 
three years with. He says this because He will always have something to say to us about new situations we are 
facing. As our Lord, we can surely trust Him to lead us each. He is our guide, our teacher of truth, our 
Counselor and our Helper. Plus, He is our Savior. He was sent to earth to show us the way, the truth and the 
light. He understands our needs. God knew we needed help in understanding His plan for us, so He sent the 
Holy Spirit to dwell on the inside of every Christian. P.S. Wishing a wonderful merry Christmas just plum full of 
joy for all of you. God’s blessings is wished for all. 
 

Your Lay Minister, LaVerne 
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events happening at Immanuel in Strum 
 WELCA Christmas Dinner on December 5 at 11 AM 

  

 Annual Christmas Dinner & Concert on December 19; Dinner at 5:30 PM, concert at 7 PM. 
  

 We are still looking for performers for the concert. If you have any members that would like to 
perform, vocal or instrumental, they can contact me (715-695-3511) or Jeanette (715-985-2215) by 
December 12. 

 
 


