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Join us for
outdoor worship services
in August at 8:30 am
*Livestreamed services from Strum will be at 10:30 am http://www.immanuel-strum.com/livestream.html
Staying Connected During Covid-19

Council Meeting
is

It feels like we are on a rollercoaster ride with all the
ups and downs of covid-19 surges around the country.
For a while Seattle and New York were the hot spots of
the coronavirus outbreak. Then it increased in other
major cities of California. Now the outbreak is Florida,
Texas, Arizona, and other Southern states. Even in
Trempealeau County, where we live, there has been an
uptick in covid-19 cases after we started opening up
Memorial Day weekend, 4th of July weekend, and has continued to hold steady through
most of July leaving us in the “Orange Zone” on the Covid-19 compass—High Risk. Some
are already calling this the second wave and we don’t know what will happen when the cold
and flu seasons begin in the Fall.

Tuesday, August 4
at 7 p.m.

A major task that I have been trying to do is, “Staying Connected During Covid-19.” I
have been writing Daily Devotions (Tuesday thru Saturday) that go out on Facebook at both
congregations. I have been Live-streaming Sunday morning worship services since midMarch. During July I have done outdoor services at Elk Creek except for July 26th when the
rain forced us inside. I think we had 12 that Sunday. I have taught Confirmations classes
during June and July at both congregations. I have been making phone calls to households
in both congregations. I know that I haven’t called every household yet. Some are hard to
catch at home, others have phone numbers that are wrong. The difficulty in staying
connected is not being able to be face-to-face with most of you. So, staying connected is a
major task to do during this time of Covid-19. I would encourage all of you to call each
other to stay in touch. I know many of you do this on a regular basis. I encourage others to
do this as well.

As I have been reflecting on how to stay connected during the last few days, the thought
occurred to me that one of the most beneficial ways we can stay connected is through
prayer. We stay connected when we pray for one another. “The family that prays together,
stays together.” So too, the congregation, the Parish that prays together, stays together. The
Holy Spirit has been praying for us. “Likewise, the Spirit helps
us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we
We welcome
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep
everyone to
for words.” (Romans 8:26)

coffee hour
Wednesdays at
10 am in the
church
basement. Join
us for coffee
and chats!

Therefore, this is what I would like all of us to do to stay
connected during this crisis with Covid-19. I would like us to
pray daily for households of the congregation. In the 2019
Annual Report there is a list of all the families of the
congregation. Pray for 5 families per day until you get through
the whole list. Or, you can pray for 5 families/day posted on the
Elk Creek Private Facebook group online. I invite you to pray
together for one another so that we can stay together in the
Spirit of Christ who prays for all of us.
Pastor Ahles

Have you been looking for a way
to contribute to our Mission
Projects?
August we will be collecting School Care Kit items:
 Pens (no gel pens)
 Crayons (16-24 count)
 Blunt scissors





Pencil sharpener
Notebooks (70 pages)
Block erasers

Please include these individuals in your prayers.
Mike Szydel
Harry Baker
Ruth Fischer
Bella
Shane Giacomino
Jean L.

Younge
Sharon Ovre
Audrey Harnisch
Beverly Peterson
Kathy & Ameli
Patty Tornow

Jim & Anita Goplin
Mike Nelson
Ken Tubbs
John Nichols
Paul Hable
Art Zwiefelhofer

Jeneen Giacomino
Helen Eid
Ronald Clegg

Elk Creek Lutheran Church Council Meeting -- July
7, 2020
The meeting was called to order by President Keith
Nelson at 7:11 PM. Members present were: Pastor
Valerian Ahles, Cedric Anderson, Jan Berg, Tom
Johnson, Rhonda Koval, Keith Nelson, Lindsey
Nelson, Lori Nelson, Becky Rongstad, and Stephanie
Rumstick.
Devotions and Prayer -- Pastor shared chapter 12 of Colossians where we are urged to “clothe
ourselves with love” and told that thanks to the father and through him we are able to forgive others
and ourselves. Pastor emphasized that in these troubling times it is especially important that we be
gracious to one another and to forgive one another as God has forgiven us.
Secretary’s Report -- The June Meeting Minutes were corrected as follows: The “WEICA Report”
should have been listed as the “Joint Parish Account” and under Sunday School -- Lindsey has talked
to “Amber Radditz, LaYona Manka, and” Tricia Lyngen about the awards. Lindsey made a motion to
approve the Minutes as amended; Rhonda seconded; motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report -- was presented by Keith with information provided by Haukness Financial.
Discussion as to how the account is managed and possible benefits of switching from Credit to Debit
Card. Keith will speak with Crystal Johnson and Brandi Berg. Rhonda made a motion to approve;
Cedric seconded; motion passed.
Elk Creek Lutheran Church Accounts
Kevin and Jessica Berg have offered
 General Checking Account - $22,568.06
 General Savings Account - $38,517.71
to take over the 7-12th Grade Youth
 CD 4145 - $10,269.85
 Building Fund Checking - $14,133.87
Program. They are an answer to our
 Memorial Fund - $3,541.70
Joint Parish Financial Accounts
congregation’s prayers. We are
Assets Elk Creek Immanuel Total
excited to see our youth prosper
Beginning Balance - $7,849.97 $11,250.05 $19,100.02
Payments - $2,952.89 $4,429.32 $7,382.21
under their spiritual guidance.
Ending Balance - $4,897.08 $6,820.73 $11,717.81
Liabilities & Equity - $4,897.08 $6,820.73 $11,717.81
Watch for future youth
Pastor’s Report -Pastor conducted 1 outdoor church service at Elk Creek
announcements!
and 3 live-stream worship services at Immanuel. He
indicated that although Immanuel had originally planned
to begin having indoor services on July 5, that had been
pushed back until at least August 1 due to the Covid-19 Risk being listed as Severe. Pastor presided
at Bob Nelson’s graveside service and will be conducting a graveside service for Ardyce Clemens. He
wrote his Pastoral Letter for the July Newsletter and delivered 17 Daily Devotions on Facebook. He
had successful phone visits with 2 family units and attended 2 Coffee Fellowships. He met with the
Confirmation class 3 times -- 3 of 4 students attended 3 times, 1 attended once, and 1 has not yet
attended a Confirmation class session. Pastor will contact Henry Filla about Noah and also Blake,
who needs to complete some coursework and his “Statement of Faith” if he wants to be confirmed in
October. He indicated that the ladies had made him several Personal Protection gowns so he was
hoping to make some in-person visits soon. When asked about a 1st Communion class, Pastor
recommended waiting until September when he would have a 4-5 workshop with these students on a
Saturday or possibly two 2 -3 hour meetings. This would be for all students entering grades 3 and 4.
Lindsey indicated it would be a large group and suggested splitting it into 2 groups and also asked if
parents could (but are not required to) attend and/or help. Pastor agreed. He will set dates for the
class(es) and publish them in the newsletter.

WELCA Report -- Becky indicated that none of the carpet samples which have been provided have
been satisfactory. They will continue working on this. Although the Women’s Group has not formally
been meeting since the COVID-19 outbreak, there has been some discussion on the possible need to
cancel the Bazaar. Either way, the group will have the Quilt Raffle. It was noted that 10 quilts were
recently donated to the Sleep in Heavenly Peace children’s bed-building project sponsored by the
Peace Lutheran Church of Pigeon Falls.
Janitor -- Becky indicated that the janitor hasn’t worked at the church lately; however, her husband
did scrub the kitchen floor on his hands and knees. He has been paid for this.
Choir -- No report
Memorial Committee -- No report
Youth Group -- No report
At an upcoming Sunday in August, we will be recognizing our
Sunday School -- No report
Office Staff -- No report
seniors that graduated this spring. Stay tuned for more info!
Old Business - Church Services - Everyone agreed that the July 5 outdoor service was nice. Cedric said that while in their truck
they had had trouble hearing the Pastor speaking, but not the piano. Lindsey said Laverne
Karlstad had also had problems hearing the Pastor. It was suggested that the amps be
placed closer to the audience in hopes of eliminating that problem. Others indicated that
having the Offering Plates at the back door of the church had been confusing for some. The
table will be moved over near the air conditioners and the Pastor will make an
announcement about them before the Offering Song. Future Plans include adding
Communion. Crystal has ordered the Communion supplies, but they have not arrived yet.
When they arrive, Pastor can use them while visiting shut-ins. Jan urged using the supplies
during church services as soon as possible. Lindsey suggested planning to have
Communion on July 19. A table will be placed by the Offering table and members will pick up
the cup/wafer on their own. Jan and Stephanie will put the cups out before the service.
August services were discussed. Lori made a motion to continue with outdoor services
through the month of August; Rhonda seconded; motion passed. Communion in August will
be on the 4th Sunday -- Aug. 23 Tommy asked about the possibility of a “Church in the Barn”
service. Since the crowd could be large and no food could be served, it was decided to not
do it this year. Pastor asked what to do in case of rain. It was decided that unless it was
actively storming (with thunder and/or lightning) services would be held outdoors. Any
available tents would be set up, so congregants could listen from their cars or from under the
tents. Anyone with a tent is asked to bring it along to church -- especially on potentially wet
days.
 Calendar -- Becky noted she and Allen will be absent on Aug. 2. She will contact Allison about
being her substitute on that day. Also, someone will need to ring the bell on that day. Pastor
will be taking his vacation from Aug. 7-20. Keith will contact Immanuel and will get a Supply
Pastor for Aug. 9 and 16 unless Immanuel wants to do something different.
 Room Dividers / Curtains -- Tabled.
 Fire Extinguishers -- Keith noted the extinguishers were inspected and recharged on June 24
by Summit Companies.
 Copier / Printer -- Tabled.
 Council Room Lighting -- Lindsey had spoken to Kenny Berg about this and he was unable
to handle any additional projects at this time. She had left a message with Jim Odness
asking him to consider tackling the project.
 Louvers / Tuckpointing -- Keith met with a representative from RJ Jurowski Construction on
July 7 to examine the louvers on the steeple with the idea of painting them. While doing this,
they noticed numerous problems with the tuckpointing of the bricks in the steeple area.
Additional less severe problems were noted under several windows and above the flat
platform at the northeast corner of the church. The representative suggested it would be

wise to correct the problems sooner because as
more bricks are affected, this will become more
RESCHEDULED:
serious and more expensive. He provided a
rough estimate of $15,000 which would include
Due to lack of quorum, the
the necessary supplies, equipment, and 3
Special Congregational
workers for a week. He will also provide a written
estimate with the specifics for the steeple area,
Meeting to discuss tuck
as well as the other areas. He added that the
pointing the brick on the
cost to paint the louvers would be an additional
$1,500 and it could be done while the equipment
south side of the church will
is at the church. A discussion of how and when
be August 9th after 8:30
we wanted to do this. Cedric made a motion to
church service.
hold a Congregational Meeting as soon as
possible; Stephanie seconded; motion passed.
Since it would need to be announced at two
consecutive Sunday services, the meeting will be held after the July 26 church service. The
announcement of the meeting will be posted in the on the front door of the church, on the
church’s website, and the bulletins for the July 12 and 19 services and it also will be
announced by the Pastor at those services. It was suggested that a letter or postcard could
also be sent out to members. It was noted that we also need to plan for the cost of the new
carpeting. Becky indicated that the Women’s Group has not made a commitment with regard
to the carpeting -- especially if there is no Bazaar.
 Sealcoating of the Blacktop -- Cedric indicated that according to the County Highway
Commissioner, sealcoating of new blacktop needs to be done in about 5-10 years and is not
needed after just 2 years. We just need to keep watch for cracking or crumbling.
 Riverland Energy Audit -- Lindsey said a preliminary Audit / walkthrough was done on July 6.
(At that time, the air conditioner for the sanctuary had a broken part and this was causing it
to work much harder. It is in the process of being repaired. That air conditioner is
approximately 20 years old.) It was noted that power usage during the “peak hours” between
2-6 PM is more expensive. It was suggested that the humidifier be put on a timer so that it
doesn’t run during those hours and that the programmable air conditioners also not run
during those time periods. Keith asked about the efficiency of the basement’s fluorescent
lights. Lindsey will check into this. She said an Energy Loss Audit could be done on July 20.
Although the cost is $350, Riverland Energy would cover $150 of that cost. Lori made a
motion to spend the money to do the Energy Loss Audit; Becky seconded; motion passed.
Lindsey will set this up.
 LP Contract for church gas -- Lindsey is working on this. Keith indicated a summer fill had
just happened. It was noted that currently only the stove, dishwasher, water heater, and ondemand water heater are using the LP Gas.
 Flat Roof Resealed -- Cedric said an inspector is coming next week to look at the flat roof
over the Sunday School Classrooms, etc. He indicated that the average life of this type of
roof is 25 years. Keith noted that while looking at the bricks and louvers, he had seen a lot of
standing water in the awning area over the entrance to the church.
 Elevator Inspection -- Keith said the elevator was inspected on June 15. The church’s
elevator maintenance company -- All-Star Elevator Company -- was notified of several
problems. On June 23, they made corrections and did a 5-year Safety Test. It was noted that
the emergency lighting did not turn on when the power was discontinued. Keith installed new
batteries to that system.
New Business -Monthly Bills -- Stephanie made a motion to pay the bills for the elevator and others which
are coming due; Lori seconded; motion passed.
On-line Giving -- Tabled because Tim is not available to make his report.

PPP Funds / Donations -- Keith asked for ideas on what to do with these funds. It was noted that
the funds must be spent or repaid by mid-October. Cedric recommended to use the funds only for
payment of the Pastor’s salary. Lindsey said since the money is to be used for salaries, expenses,
etc., some of the money should be used to pay the 2nd quarter salaries of Crystal and Becky -who had previously refused those payments. Becky said she did not want to have to pay taxes on
it and hasn’t really been working, so please don’t pay her. It was noted that Crystal had continued
working for the church, but that she had been doing it from home. Lindsey made a motion to use
PPP funds to pay Crystal’s 2nd quarter salary; Stephanie seconded; motion passed. Jan
suggested making a donation to the Sleep in Heavenly Peace children’s bed-building project for
the purchase of pillows and bedding for 10 or more of the beds (to accompany the quilts donated
by the WELCA). The Sleep in Heavenly Peace children’s bed-building project is sponsored locally
by Peace Lutheran Church of Pigeon Falls. Becky made a motion to make a donation of $400 to
the Sleep in Heavenly Peace children’s bed-building project for the purchase of pillows and
bedding; Lindsey seconded; motion passed. Jan offered to do the necessary shopping.
Next Meeting -- The next Council meeting will be on August 4 at 7 PM.
Adjournment -- Tommy made a motion to adjourn; Rhonda seconded; motion passed. The meeting was
closed at 9:45 PM with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Lori Nelson, Recording Secretary

Pastor will be on vacation August 7-20th.
In case of an emergency,
please contact Paul Tobiason
at home (715) 985-2215 or cell (715)-205-8623

Lines from LaVerne… Whoever said, “Prayer changes things” should have said, “Prayer can change
things.” It depends on the prayer itself. The heartfelt prayer is more likely to be answered. Through the prophet
Hosea, God expressed concern about some prayers because they were ineffective. They did not cry out to
God with their heart. The whole purpose of prayer is to contact God, and to have him listen and to have him
respond. That’s why our approach is not to be unfeeling or indifferent. The “fervent prayer” of a righteous
person “avails much.” (James 5:16) The disciples of Jesus came to him and said, “Lord, teach us to pray.”
That’s why we have The Lord’s Prayer. The entire Christian world knows this prayer. Christ was not praying,
but giving his disciples his prayer outline. “In this manner, therefore, pray.” (Matthew 6:9-13) In Luke 18 Jesus
stresses how we “always ought to pray and not lose heart.” Pray with a sense of purpose. Answers may come
too, after only one short prayer. Then sometimes, He says, “not yet” or even, “no.” Our Father knows what is
best. Sometimes he isn’t in as much of a rush as we are. Prayer is a dynamic contact with the creator of the
universe. “Be anxious in nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication,
with thanksgiving let your requests be known to God.” (Philippians 4:6) After
hearing of an invalid who had been bedfast for years and that he was finding it
harder and harder to pray, a friend suggested placing an empty chair next to
the bed and asked the invalid to imagine that Jesus was sitting there. Then he
asked his friend to talk to Jesus as if they were both talking. The sick person
tried it and found it helped immensely. Imagine Jesus sitting opposite of you,
right now. What would you say to him? What would he say to you? Do not lose
contact with God, as one who denies Him.

Your Lay
Minister, LaVerne

