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Palm Sunday  
Egg Bake Breakfast 

Sunday, April 2  :::  following 8:30 am service 
$$  Free will donation  $$ 

*Funds will be used to support various local needs 
Helpers are appreciated! Prep will start Saturday at 9 am. Youth are 

welcome to help as well. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Week Schedule 

April 2, Palm Sunday Service 8:30 am 

April 7, Good Friday Service 5:00 pm 

April 9, Easter Sunday Service 8:30 am 

April’s “class” at church: 

Family Game Night AND Card Night 

Friday, April 21 at 5:30 pm - ? 

No RSVP needed – Come join the fun!  

Invite a friend or neighbor. 

A main dish will be provided. Please bring a dish to pass. 

 



$50 has been directed to Elk Creek 
Lutheran Church from our members. 
Thank you for your contributions.  
 

Thrivent Action Teams, also known as “Thrivent 

Grants” are renewed annually. These also can be completed online or via phone. Our congregation is 

very blessed to have active members. As of 2020 we have had a total of 60 projects that were 

designated to Elk Creek Lutheran Church, a total of $15,000. More information on Thrivent Benefits 

can be found online at thrivent.com or please feel free to reach out to a local representative. Thrivent 

membership is available for those 16 or older and a $19.95 annual fee may be required. 

Link for membership https://bit.ly/3YGdBhg 

 

Have you been looking for a way to 

contribute to our Mission Projects? 

April we will be collecting Personal Care Kit items: 

 1 dark lightweight bath-size towel 

 1 toothbrush 

 2 bath-size soap bars (4-5 oz) 

 1 sturdy comb (no picks or fine-toothed) 

 1 metal nail clippers 

(attached file 

optional) 

 

 
             WE ARE EASTER PEOPLE!!! 

     The reality of this world is that death is inevitable. Death will and does happen all 
around us. Sometimes death strikes suddenly, with little or no warning. Sometimes death 

shatters families and communities. Death can deliver its verdict painfully and swiftly so 
that survivors are left reeling in shock and disbelief. (The recent severe storms in Mississippi 
and Alabama & the war in Ukraine) Sometimes death happens slowly, taking months and 
sometimes years of debilitating illness for death to finally claim its victim. In too many 

places death is employed by those who hire it for their own ends: to silence opponents and 
terrify the helpless. Yes, our enemy is death. And death must never be underestimated in 
its ability to humiliate, deform and dehumanize those in its grip. Death is inevitable.                                                                                                     

     Yet, WE ARE EASTER PEOPLE! We are Easter people living in this world. As followers 
of Jesus Christ we do not deny that death is part of daily life in this world. Being an Easter 
people is not about making light of the reality of death. Jesus himself, entered fully into 

death with all its raw violence and cruelty. He embraced being fully human, including that 
fate that stalks and claims all life in this world. It is only when death claims Jesus as its 

http://thrivent.com/


ultimate victim, that the great shocking surprise occurs; Jesus claims death. Jesus turns 
death on its head and death's finality is defeated on the cross.                                                                                                         

     In this world of death and destruction, EASTER PEOPLE claim the death of Jesus as 
our place of refuge. Death is real, with all its painful potential. But the victory of Jesus 

Christ is more real than we can imagine. In Christ we dare to live in defiance of what death 
will yet do to us. Death is not the end; instead, for those who believe in Jesus Christ, it is 
the beginning of life with the One who bears the marks of his death on his risen, living 

body. Life begins in the grave and ushers forth from the tomb.                                                                                                 
     We know this. We know that life ushers forth from the dark earth. It happens every 
Spring. Fields are planted with seed that is buried in the ground. Soon after, a sprout 

shoots forth and the earth comes alive in green. You don't see that seed anymore. You can't 
get it back out of the ground and grind it to make flour for bread. It's gone. Yet it lives on. 

We know that life begins from the dark earth, from the grave.           
     Therefore, EASTER PEOPLE, what do you believe? Do you believe that Jesus is the 
resurrection and the life? "I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, 

even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?" (John 11:25-26) EASTER PEOPLE, proclaim the truth: Jesus 

Christ, the Crucified One is Risen. Life begins in the grave and ushers forth from the tomb 
to eternal life. 

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,                                                                        
wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain;                                                                       
love lives again, that with the dead has been;                                                                                
love is come again like wheat arising green.                                                         
                                                                                       Pastor Ahles 

 

                                                                                       

WELCA March 12, 2023 

An informal meeting was held March 12,2023.  Low 

attendance due to weather.   The secretary’s report 

was read and accepted as read.  Treasurer Report: 

February Income: $4600.78, Expenses $4906.30, 

Ending Balance of Checking $8946.80.  Savings same 

with 0.18 interest.  Report accepted and placed on file. 

Old Business:  A check was received for Quilts purchased by Jessica Berg. Deposit Stamper has 

been ordered.  Jan will be taking the wonderful Birthday Box donation items to Whitehall this 

week. 

New Business:  Pastor’s Conference will be held at Elk Creek on Thursday from 9-12.  Ladies 

will make coffee cake to serve with some fruit.  May also have some meat and cheese.   



Morning of Renewal is April 12th and is $15.00.  Reservations needed and are due by 

April 5th.    Elk Creek will not serve the April Lions Club Meeting, German Valley Church 

will be doing it. 

The lower kitchen cabinets on the wall with the microwave were discussed.  Ladies are 

having difficulty getting things from the back of the cabinets.  Jim Oddness was 

consulted about getting roll out shelves for those cabinets having dishes in them.   Cost 

expected to be approximately $600.00 for Jim to build.  Motion by Becky, 2nd by 

Rosanne to move forward with this, motion passed.    

Thank you notes from Osseo Library for the Christian book donations, and Osseo Feed 

My People donation.  A receipt from Whitehall school was received for the donation to 

the school’s lunch program. 

Meeting adjourned, 

Barb Fischer, Sec. 

 

 

Lines from LaVerne….. We are all disciples for Jesus. Disciple depends. Depends on whom? 

Well, Jesus, as we are totally dependent on him. Like Peter, we stress our independence. We 

make big promises, but deny our Lord when the going gets tough. We need to confess or feel 

your independent Jesus. Jesus depended on the Father, and draws us to Christ, the Vine, by 

grace. His life flows through us, and teaches us to depend on him for everything. And disciple 

depends, and faithfully we carry our crosses with the help of Jesus. For three years, Jesus taught 

by example. The disciples could not imitate Jesus on their own. They stumbled and fell. They 

needed his saving action on the cross, to bring them new life and the spirits outpouring at 

Pentecost to empower them. By God’s grace. They later remembered how Jesus had lived and 

taught them. How well do we imitate Jesus? During Lent, you can retrace his steps to Jerusalem 

and Calvary. You can see his love, courage, obedience, and self-sacrifice. We stumble and fall 

as well, until we learn to depend totally on God’s grace in the death, and resurrection of Jesus. 

We can imitate Jesus in our words and actions. God wants us to follow the example of Jesus and 

spread the good news as his disciple. Obey his call and throw away your selfishness. 
We can enjoy being a disciple as we confess our sins. Look to Jesus, fellowship at his table, 

obey his commands, and anticipate the heavenly celebration. The eight qualities of a disciple: 

depends, imitates, serves, commits, instructs, praise, loves, and enjoys. With God’s grace, you 

will joyfully live as a disciple. Think spring. Spring is here, and God is here. The green grass 

returning to the earth, the trees budding, the birds warbling, the sun is warm, and the balmy 

breezes. God is telling us once more that he is alive. In many ways, we have tarnished God’s 

creation by our sins. We have turned against God and try to use his creation for our own glory 

instead of his. God made New Birth for us so we can live for him. He sent his son to bear our 

sins by dying on the cross. He conquered death and the devil and rose from the dead one spring 



Sunday morning to prove his victory. All who believe in Jesus Christ have new life and the 

promise of eternal life in heaven. “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has gone. 

The new has come.” II Corinthians 5:17  Think about these things and spring begins. Turn to 

Christ for a new life; ask God how you can use the blessings of creation to serve him and to help 

those in need. He will give you the life that is springtime fresh.  

PS. have a joyous Easter, and remember what Jesus has done for us 

     Your Lay minister,  

      LaVerne 
 

 
 

 

Elk Creek Lutheran Church Council Meeting 

-- March 7, 2023 

The meeting was called to order by President Ryan 

Johnson at 7:04 PM.  Members present were: 

Pastor Valerian Ahles, Jan Berg, Mark Blabac, Brian Christopherson, Ryan Johnson, Dave Lyngen, Anson 

McCune, Lori Nelson, Lynn Nelson, Stephanie Rumstick, Bruce Thompson, Crystal Johnson, and guest 

Fred Ackley. 

Devotions and Prayer -- Pastor began by reading Psalm 121. He declared this is “God’s grit in the soul” 

and that it is a declaration of faith and trust in God – no matter what. He then led us in prayer.  

Secretary’s Report -- It was noted that the Secretary’s Report for February of 2023 had been sent to 

each of the Council members electronically as well as the corrections made. Anson made a motion to 

approve the Secretary’s Report as presented; Stephanie seconded; motion passed.  

Financial Report -- was presented by Lynn with information provided by Haukeness Financial Service. 

Anson made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented; Mark seconded; motion passed.  

Elk Creek Lutheran Church Account

● General Checking Account -   

$ 41,066.87 

● General [2050 Fund] Savings Account  $ 

38,899.57 

● Building Fund Checking -  $ 9,363.98 

● Memorial Fund -  $ 4,136.78

Joint Parish Financial Accounts 

Assets   Elk Creek   Immanuel   Total 

Beginning Balance -   $ 3,572.75  $ 5,579.14  $ 9,151.89  
Deposits & Interest -  $ 3,584.00  $ 5,485.01  $ 9,339.01  



Payments -  $ 3,576.93  $ 5,365.38  $ 8,942.31  
Liabilities & Equity -   $ 3,579.82  $ 5,699.72  $ 9,279.59  
Ending Balance -  $ 3,579.82  $ 5,699.72  $ 9,279.59  
 

Pastor’s Report --  

Pastor conducted 4 worship services. He attended 1 Coffee Fellowship while selecting Hymns. He provided 

Holy Communion to 10 parishioners during visits to shut-ins and at area nursing homes. He had 2 additional 

home visits. He met with the Confirmation class 3 times. Pastor attended 4 Dairyland Conference Pastor’s Text 

Studies on Zoom, the Dairyland Conference Pastors’ Meeting, and the Parish’s Joint Council Meeting on Feb. 

21. He led the March 2 Lenten service at the Dove Nursing Home. He met with Matt Weaver as a mentor for 

his Lay School Ministry classes. He helped with the preparation before and clean up after the Lutefisk Supper, 

as well as providing entertainment for each sitting of guests during the supper. As a part of the Round Robin, 

he led Lenten services at Upper Pigeon, Kings Valley, and South Beef River churches. Pastor Ahles’ Office Hours 

at Elk Creek are generally from 8:30 - 12:30 on Wednesday mornings. Pastor Ahles can be reached at [cell] 

533-0939 or [parsonage] 694-2427. 

WELCA Report -- Jan and Stephanie indicated the next meeting will be 

on March 12. Information regarding the Lutefisk Supper has been 

published in the newsletter and bulletin. Additional information will be 

included in the next newsletter. They noted that we will be hosting the 

Dairyland Conference Pastors Meeting from 9 AM to noon on March 

16 and they will be hosting a salad luncheon for the meeting of the 

Trempealeau County Retired Educators on August 8. 

 

Youth Group & Sunday School -- Lori indicated that the Board of 

Education had met following church on March 5. Plans have been 

made for the Sunday School for the rest of this year and the dates 

have been set for this summer’s Vacation Bible School (Sunday, July 30; Wednesday, August 2; Sunday, August 

6; and Wednesday, August 9). The students will show some of the things they have learned during the Church 

in the Barn service on August 13. A potential activity at the church for the Sunday School and/or Youth Group 

students with members of the Luther Park staff in August (hopefully on Aug. 18 or 19) is being looked into. The 

idea of having students in Confirmation class attend a week of camp at Luther Park was discussed. Council 

members felt that students should be strongly recommended to attend camp, but they will not be required. 

Choir, Memorial Committee, Custodian, Office Staff, and Joint Parish Council  -- No reports 

Old Business --  

● Check Signing Privilege – Lynn reported that 2 signatures are required for the CCF Bank Account. Bruce made 

a motion that the two names on the account be Lynn Nelson and Anson McCune; Jan seconded; the motion 

passed. 

● Custodian – Ryan indicated that he had contacted Ashley Wesner about possibly taking over the cleaning 

services for the church, but she indicated she did not have the time.  He then spoke to Lindsey Nelson and she 



indicated that she was willing to continue acting as the church’s custodian. She will do the work during the 

hours according to her schedule. 

● Water Issues – Ryan reported that there were problems on the day of the Lutefisk Supper with brown water 

coming from the hot water heater. He noted that the water heater had not been properly flushed prior to that 

day and the amount of water used that day probably increased the problem. It was noted that we have an iron 

/ rust problem, but not hard water. Various options were discussed including adding a filter to the line before 

the water enters the hot water heater or having all of the water entering the church filtered, adding a water 

softener and/or an acid neutralizer, looking into a Spin Out system, a Berm Unit, and getting 

recommendations from Osseo Plumbing and Gibson Water Care. The possible effect of these actions on the 

church’s sewer drain field was also discussed. It was noted that Gibson’s Water Care had offered suggestions 

and a bid a year ago. Bruce volunteered to contact Gibson’s and research other possible solutions before 

April’s Council meeting. 

New Business --   

● Basement Windows – Stephanie reported that there had been 

problems with 2 of the basement windows coming open in the 

days following the Lutefisk Supper. They were closed and locked; 

however it was noted that even when closed there is a draft 

around them. Ryan will speak to Danny Gray about the problem 

and ask for suggestions – possibly repairing or replacing them or 

adding storm windows to them. 

● Televisions in Sunday School rooms — It was noted that there 

are 2 TVs and one portable stand and that we had previously planned to get rid of one of them. 

● Sound System problems – Ryan said a repairman came in and he had recommended replacing the lapel 

microphone before replacing anything else. Crystal Johnson ordered the microphone and it has been installed 

and put to use. Pastor successfully used it during the March 5 service. 

● Water Test – The Trempealeau County Health Department will be coming to test the water soon. Payment for 

this service needs to be made by April 15.  

● Insurance – Fred Ackley presented information on our policy and coverage with regard to the church building 

and grounds, the parsonage, and liability for the cemetery. This includes liability and expenses if the pastor or 

any church representative is injured or injures someone while doing church business. We have full building 

replacement coverage. The possibility of changing our deductible was also presented. After discussion, Anson 

agreed to look into alternative insurance companies / policies and to bring the information to the next 

meeting.  

● Website – Crystal Johnson indicated that the church’s official website has not been significantly updated 

recently, other than when she adds the most recent newsletter. We pay WEEBLY.com each year for the 

domain to maintain that website. We did have an uptick in views recently due to the Lutefisk Supper, but 

otherwise we had few visitors to the site. She noted that we currently have a FaceBook private group where 

participants must be invited in to be a part of the group to view the page. She said that if we want to continue 

with the current website, we would need to renew the subscription and pay for it by March 14; however, she 

recommended that rather than continue with the current website, we should create a FaceBook Business Page 

for the church. The new page would be public – viewable by all and would be much easier to update. 



Sunday School News 
April 2 – Children’s Choir sing @ 8:30 am 
service - No Sunday School (Palm Sunday 
Breakfast)  
April 9 – No Sunday School (Easter)  
April 16 – Sunday School @ 9:45 am 
April 23 – Sunday School @ 9:45 am 
April 30 – Sunday School @ 9:45 am 
 

Council Meeting is 
Tuesday, April 4  

at 7 p.m. 
 

Following discussion, Anson made a motion to cancel the church’s current website and domain and to switch 

everything to a FaceBook Business page; Stephanie seconded; motion passed. 

● Bills – Bills from Matchey’s Chimney Rock Septic, Riverland Energy, Osseo Plumbing, Tri-County Sanitation, 

TCC, VISA (for the lapel microphone), Trempealeau County Health Department (for water test) and Jacobson 

Electric (for the basement lights) were presented. It was noted that because it is tax-exempt, the church will 

be paying for the basement lights and then be reimbursed by Mike Nelson’s family as a memorial to him. 

Anson made a motion to pay the bills as presented; Stephanie seconded; motion passed. 

● Donations – A donation request from Feed My People was presented and tabled. 

● Hymn Number Board – Stephanie indicated that Becky Rongstad had been posting the numbers on the Hymn 

Board at the church, but didn’t want to continue doing it. It was noted that at one time this had been the 

responsibility of the ushers. Following discussion, it was decided to return to this practice. Ryan will inform the 

current ushers and Crystal will notify future ushers when she contacts and/or reminds them of their duties. 

Next Meeting -- The next Council meeting will be on April 4 at 7 PM. 

Adjournment -- Bruce made a motion to adjourn; Anson 

seconded; motion passed. The meeting was closed at 9:20 

PM  with the Lord’s  Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted by Lori Nelson, Recording Secretary 

 

Thank you: God said, "Let there be light" and the Mike Nelson family said "Put 
LED lights in the basement". And so it was, light in the heavens and LED lights 
in the basement of Elk Creek Lutheran Church. Thanks be to God for the Light 

of the world (Jesus Christ)! Thanks be to the Mike Nelson family for the 
improved lights in the basement. So we shall continue to shine the Light of 

Christ in the world. 

 


