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Palm Sunday  
Egg Bake Breakfast 
Sunday, April 10  :::  8:45-10:30 am 

$$  Free will donation  $$ 
*Funds will be used to support various local needs 

Ladies Group 2 is serving although other helpers are appreciated! Prep will 
start Saturday at 9 am. Youth are welcome to help as well. 

 

 

$97 has been directed to Elk Creek Lutheran Church from 

our members. Thank you for your contributions.  

 

Have you been looking for a way to 

contribute to our Mission Projects? 

April we will be collecting Personal Care Kit items: 

 1 dark lightweight bath-size towel 

 1 toothbrush 

 2 bath-size soap bars (4-5 oz) 

 1 sturdy comb (no picks or fine-toothed) 

 1 metal nail clippers (attached file 

optional) 

Holy Week Schedule 

April 15, Good Friday Service 7:00 pm 

April 17, Easter Sunday Service 10:30 am 



Resurrection With the Breath of God 

        The standard amount of time for tweeting on Twitter today, is about 280 characters. 

A character is considered as one letter, a single number, or a punctuation mark. So, I 
would like for you to answer the following two questions using only 280 characters for each 
question. 1) Why do people go to church?  2) Why do YOU go to church?  You are 

invited to send your answers by letter: W16333, CR OO, Osseo, WI., or email to: 
vahles@gmail.com.           This is what I came up with, to answer the question Why I 
go to church?  “I go to church because I’m breathing. When I breathe and you breathe in the 

same place at the same time, we are in the presence of God.” I base my answer on scripture: 
From Genesis 2, verse 7; “The Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being.” I 

am alive because of the breath of God is blown into my nostrils and lungs. You are alive 

because of the breath of God is blown into your nostrils and lungs.  When we breath in the 
same space and time, God is present among us because of God’s breath in our nostrils, in 
our lungs.                                                                                                               In 
Matthew 18, verse 20 Jesus said, “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I 
am there among them.”  When we gather together in the same space at the same time 

(like at church) God is present among us as close as our breath. So, I go to church because 

I’m breathing and you are breathing and God is present with us in our breathing.                                                   
 The first one who sees the Resurrected Jesus as a living, breathing person again, is 

Mary, who first thinks he is the gardener. When Jesus speaks her name, “Mary”, she 
recognizes him as her living, breathing Lord.                             When the disciples are 
behind locked doors because they fear the Jews, who might do the same to them that they 

did to Jesus, they were together even with their doubts and conflicting accounts about the 
empty tomb. Then, Jesus came and stood among them. Jesus comes to them in their fear, 
their empty-ness, their confusion, and their doubts and greets them with, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you. And when he said this, he BREATHED 
on the them and said, Receive the Holy Spirit.” (Jn 20:21-22)                                   

 The breath of God that swept over the face of the waters at creation.  The breath of 
God that filled the nostrils and lungs of the first man of creation and all of us ever since. 

And the breath of God that surrendered to death on a cross; IS NOW the breath of the 
Resurrected Jesus breathing the life of his Holy Spirit into his disciples hiding in fear from 
the powers of the world. With that breath, the disciples now have the breath to forgive sins 

or to retain them. Therefore, I go to church because I’m breathing the breath of God.  You 
are breathing the breath of God. We are sent by the breathing Resurrected Jesus and 
receive the Holy Spirit to go and share God’s love for all the world. The Breath of God is 

with us always! A Blessed Easter to all of you! 

                                                                                                        Pr. Ahles 

 
Lines from LaVerne….. People say life is so short. The thing is that we wait so long to enjoy it. Begin 
today, hug your children, give your spouse a kiss, call your parents and tell them how much you love 
them. Visit friends and relatives that you have been meaning to see. We are not here forever and 



We welcome everyone to 
coffee hour Wednesdays at 10 

am in the church basement.  
Join us for coffee and chats! 

neither are they. It’s good to work hard but stay in balance. Enjoy this journey of life and you will 
experience the fullness of what God has in store for you. At the end of your life, you will have no 
regrets. Enjoy the great things God has placed in your life. There is a lot to be said about the 
statement, “Life is what you make it.” So true. We are responsible for helping and encouraging others. 
However, we are NOT responsible for their choices. You cannot spend all your time trying to keep 
others happy. Develop your gifts and talents. Do your best to be the best right where you are 
supposed to go. God will give you breaks that you probably don’t deserve and open doors that no 
man can shut. I had a brother-in-law who was kind, never complaining and a big smile on his face 
enjoying life. He had polio at the age of 6, and was left with crippled legs and feet. He passed away 
and his celebration of life was February 19, 2022. He was an inspiration to all of us. He was always 
so upbeat and never seemed to get discouraged. He had several operations, but they never seemed 
to help that much. He ran the Ford dealership in Grantsburg for the last several years. Twenty-seven 
years he went to work every day they were open. Fell on the ice and laid there until the rest came to 
work, but went right back to work the next day. Never crabby or grumpy, but thanked his wife each 
day for the things she did for him. I am very sure he prayed to God for strength to keep going and 
thanked God for His help. When we saw him walk, it was such an inspiration to us that were healthy. 
Who was the first to call when we were sick? Jerry. That’s who! When Jerry was a kid, he always 
wanted to be able to run like the other kids. I can picture him running in heaven when he wants to. I 
thank you, dear Lord, for sending a man like him in our very midst. Look to the Lord and His strength. 
Seek His face always. I Chronicles 16:11. In everything give thanks for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you. I Thessalonians 5:18.  
 

Your Lay Minister, 
       LaVerne  

P.S. Remember, Jesus died for us. That’s how much we are loved. Happy Easter to all of you. Rejoice!  
 
 
 
 

Elk Creek Lutheran Church Council Meeting -- 
March 1, 2022 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Ryan Johnson at 
7:05 PM.  Members present were: Pastor Valerian Ahles, Jan 
Berg, Brian Christopherson, Ryan Johnson, Rhonda Koval, Dave 
Lyngen, Anson McCune, Lori Nelson, and Becky Rongstad. 
Devotions and Prayer --   Pastor began by reading Luke 9 : 46-

48 where Jesus hushed an argument amongst his disciples by saying, “Anyone who welcomes a little child like this on my 
behalf welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me also welcomes my Father who sent me. Whoever is the least among 
you is the greatest.” He noted that the congregation of Elk Creek Lutheran Church works especially well in welcoming 
children of all ages. “We hold them up!” Perhaps we (everyone, not just the Pastor) need to do better with those who are 
older – the housebound and/or those in nursing homes. 
Secretary’s Report --   Brian made a motion to approve the Secretary’s Report as presented; Anson seconded; motion 
passed.  
Treasurer’s Report --   This was presented by Becky with information provided by Haukeness Financial Service. She 
explained the deposits and payments and noted there had been a transfer to the Building Fund which was from the 
WELCA following the recent Potluck. Lori made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented; Dave 
seconded; and the motion passed.  
Elk Creek Lutheran Church Account 

 
 General Checking Account -  $40,285.70 

 General Savings Account -  38,887.93 
 Building Fund Checking -  $4,157.48 

 Memorial Fund -  $8,279.08 
 



Joint Parish Financial Accounts 
Assets   Elk Creek  Immanuel  Total 

Beginning Balance -   $3,561.63  $5,342.48  $8,904.11  
Deposits & Interest -  $3,462.84  $5,194.24    $8,657.08  
Payments -   $3,427.85  $5,141.66  $8,569.51  
Liabilities & Equity -  $3,596.62  $5,395.06  $8,991.68  
Ending Balance -  $3,596.62  $5,395.06  $8,991.68 
Pastor’s Report --  
Pastor conducted 4 worship services and 4 live stream services. He attended 3 Coffee Fellowships while selecting 
Hymns. He provided Holy Communion to 11 parishioners during visits to shut-ins and at area nursing homes and 2 follow-
up grief visits. He baptized Cecelia L. Peterson on February 27th and helped welcome new congregation members 
Sidney and Sarah Peterson and their children Menphis, Wyatt, Cora, and Cecelia.  He met with the Confirmation class 4 
times, the Choir 3 times, and attended the Joint Parish Council Meeting. Pastor participated in the Dairyland Conference 
Pastor’s Meeting on Feb. 17th at Immanuel Lutheran in Strum and attended 2 Dairyland Conference Pastor’s Text Studies 
on Zoom. He led services at the Dove Assisted Living and Dove Nursing Home and assisted with the preparation before 
the Lutefisk Dinner and serving during the Dinner itself. Pastor Ahles’ Office Hours at Elk Creek are generally from 8:30 - 

12:30 on Wednesday mornings. Pastor Ahles can be reached at [cell] 
533-0939 or [parsonage] 694-2427. 
He indicated that a First Communion Workshop will be held on Saturday, 
March 12 for students in grades 3-5 and their parents and/or 
grandparents and the children will have their actual First Communion 
during the church service on March 13. He will be leading our Ash 
Wednesday service at 7 pm on March 2. He and other area pastors will 
be participating in a “Round Robin” for the remaining Lenten Services. 
The services at Elk Creek will begin at 7 pm in the basement and there 
will be a light supper served before each service at 6 pm. Maundy 
Thursday services will be held at Strum and our Good Friday service will 
begin at 7 pm.  
 WELCA Report  --   Jan and Becky indicated that thanks to the many 
generous donors in our church family, 170+ Birthday Box items (cake 
mixes,frosting, toys, books, candles, napkins, tablecloths, balloons, 
aluminum foil cake pans, throws, etc.) and 6 quilts were recently taken to 
Western Dairyland for distribution to needy children. The Women’s Group 
will be serving a meal for the Lion’s Club on March 7. They are 
considering making a donation to Brandon Engevold & Cora Rudd after 

the fire at their trailer house. Rhonda indicated a fire happened at the Independence Senior Apartments on Monday 
displacing at least 4 people. The women will discuss this.  The information from the Lutefisk Dinner had been published in 
last week’s bulletin, as well as in the March Newsletter. 
 Choir, Memorial Committee, Youth Group, Sunday School, Janitor, & Office Staff  – No Reports 
Joint Parish Council Report -- Ryan indicated that the Joint Parish Meeting was held at Elk Creek on Feb. 15. A 
schedule of activities for the year was set up. Hopefully this will avoid any future conflicts. Pastor had recommended 
holding a Joint Worship Service at 10:30 AM followed by a picnic and fellowship on June 5 at Stoddard Park in Osseo. A 
Committee of Parish Board members will organize this event. Elk Creek will be responsible for salads and vegetables. 
The time for Elk Creek’s service will change to 8:30 AM in June. Tom Wagener was elected as the Chair; Ryan Johnson 
was elected as the Vice-Chair; and Tammy Danenberg was elected as the Secretary. 
Old Business  --   

 Picnic Tables – Ryan met with the plaque maker and they are finished and ready to be picked up. They will be 
mounted as soon as it is feasible. 

 Playground Equipment – Lori indicated that the Playground equipment should arrive in April. Ryan 
recommended contacting Diggers Hotline to avoid any possible installation problems. It was noted that the 
fence and brush between the shed and picnic tables will probably need to be removed. 

 Water Issues – Becky indicated the water at the church has really cleared up recently. Gibson Water Care tested 
the water in early February. The report said there were no serious problems. The shocking of the well stirred 
things up and it seems to have resolved itself. It was noted that we could choose to have a filter attached at the 
tap or faucet for when we fill water pitchers or coffee pots. The more we use it, the better it will be. 

 Thrivent Action Grants – It was noted that Thrivent Action Grants can be written by the individuals who have life 
insurance policies with Thrivent, not the ones who simply have investments with Thrivent. Ryan indicated that 
Jessica Berg has volunteered to organize a speaker who would come and talk to anyone interested in using / 
creating an Action Grant. 

 Parsonage Report – Becky and Allen did the walk-through of the Parsonage. She noted that the siding outside 
needs paint and one of the cement blocks outside should have some mortar added; however no crack appears 
on the inside of that block. A tree in the back of the parsonage needs to be cut down. Outside the faucet for the 



hose is currently located under the deck which makes it very difficult to reach and/or use. The house does not 
need paint on the inside. Christine has asked that blinds be purchased and installed on the living room 
windows. The Women’s Group will pay for the blinds and Allen will install them. She also asked that a new, 
much brighter light be installed in the craft room. Currently it is embedded into the ceiling. It was agreed that a 
new, larger one can be purchased and installed. Allen has placed traps into the attic to hopefully eliminate any 
mouse or bat issues.  No plumbing problems were noted; however the switch for the submersible water pump 
wasn’t working. It was suggested that the pressure switch may need to be replaced. Ryan will check into the 
pressure switch.  It was noted that more filters should be purchased for the water system at the parsonage and 
also at the church. Becky said that Allen will figure out what is needed and purchase it, then a painting party 
can be arranged.  

 Church’s Credit Card – It was noted that specific names need to be added to the card.  Crystal Johnson and 
Anson McCune will be the official signers for the card. 

New Business  –   
 Kitchen Stove  –  It was noted that the Electric Stove burned 

out during the Lutefisk Dinner. The current stove has 4 
burners and is 33” wide. Becky said the women would like 
to get an eclectic commercial 6-burner stove which would 
be 36” wide.The question as to whether the Breaker Box 
will be able to handle the larger unit was raised. It was 
noted that the gas stove did not seem to be working as 
efficiently as it could. Possibly we need to have it cleaned 
and/or repaired. Anson will check with Benedict’s Sales 
and Service about both stoves.  

 Secretary’s Reports  –  It was noted that the Minutes for the 
Joint Parish Council Meetings are being sent out to all 
members and corrected and/or approved online. This means that any corrections are made before they are 
published in the Newsletter. Anson made a motion to have the approval of the Council Minutes be carried out 
online; Rhonda seconded; and the motion passed. 

 Requests  –  Jessica Berg contacted Ryan to ask if the Youth Group could clean and organize and possibly paint 
the Conference Room / Cry Room. After discussion, Dave made a motion to let the Youth Group do this and to 
get rid of the television (stored in those rooms), but to keep the vcr, dvd player, and cart; Lori seconded and the 
motion passed. Anson will look into the cost for replacing the Curtition between those rooms.  

 Bills to be Paid  –  A bill from Chippewa Valley Energy for gas and a bill from Benedict’s Sales and Service for 
dishwasher parts were presented. Becky was directed to pay these bills. 

 Correspondence  –  Thank yous from the Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Service, Feed My People, and the 
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin were read.  Donation requests from Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Service 
and Feed My People were read. No action was taken. 

 Benevolences  –  After much discussion, Jan made a motion to donate $500 to Brandon Engevold and Cora 
Rudd following the fire at their trailer house; Anson seconded; and the motion passed.  Jan made a motion to 
donate $500 to Jody Gehrke following the accident which resulted in an amputation; Anson seconded; and the 
motion passed. 

 Up-coming Events  –   
o Clean-Up Day  –  It was noted that a Clean-Up Day needs to happen once the snow goes. Projects would 

include getting rid of brush, painting, etc. and possibly working in the cemetery.  The date has not yet 
been set, so the issue was tabled until the April Meeting.  

o The Altar Guild plans to get together soon to polish the silver, etc. and will also take care of checking and 
fixing the candle wicks. 

o It was noted that the WELCA will be holding an Egg-Bake Breakfast Fund-raiser prior to the Palm Sunday 
service. 

Next Meeting -- The next Council meeting will be on April 5 at 7 pm. 
Adjournment  --  Anson made a motion to adjourn; Dave seconded; motion passed. The meeting was closed at 8:45 PM 
with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Lori Nelson, Recording Secretary 

The Elk Creek Cemetery has received generous donations for upkeep and 

maintenance. We would like to thank Mary Gunderson for a donation and 

Paul J. Ebert who sent a donation on behalf of the Arlene Martinson family 

(Arlene’s children are Kay, Kari, Kent, and their families). 



Sunday School News 
April 3 – Sunday School @ 9:15 am 
April 10 – Sunday School @ 9:15 am and 
Children’s Choir sing @ 10:30 am service  
April 17 – No Sunday School (Easter) 
April 24 – Sunday School @ 9:15 am 
 

Council Meeting is 
Tuesday, April 6  

at 7 p.m. 
 

Elk Creek Ladies meeting March 2022                                                               3/13/2022 

President Jan opened the meeting at 9:05 am, the creed was recited.   Secretary’s report was read.  Correction 

to the number and cost of table cloths purchased.  13 Tablecloths at $23.00 each for a total of $299.00.  

Correction was noted, and minutes were placed on file with a motion by Becky, 2nd by Tammy, motion passed. 

Treasurers Report:  February income $4564.00 Expenses $1799.03, ending balance $7301.62.  Savings account 

remains unchanged at $1456.40. 

Old Business:  Request for Credit Card, along with documentation needed has been submitted. 

Bridal Show:  June 11, If anyone has a raised cake plate the can be used for the show let Tammy know.  Each 

table will have a mini wedding cake on it.  After discussion, will change to group for serving at the Bridal Show 

since group 2 has the Palm Sunday Egg Bake Breakfast. 

Palm Sunday Egg Bake Breakfast April 10th before the 10:30 am service, beginning at 8:45 am.  Egg Bake prep 

will be on Saturday. 

New Business: 

Our Janitor, Julie Imgrund has resigned.  Anyone knowing of anyone who would be interested in the position, or 

would like more information talk to Crystal, Allen/Becky. 

Mission Donation:  Discussion on local needs or the needs of the Ukrainians at this time.  Motion by Lori to give 

$400 to the Ukrainian War Disaster relief.  2nd by Tammy, motion passed. 

Discussion on cleaning the basement carpet.  Would like to do before the Bridal Show.  Becky will check with 

Maug Cleaning first.  Will need help moving tables and chairs before having the carpet cleaned.  Discussion on 

pads on the church pews needing rotating and check for cleaning, tears etc.   

Correspondence- Upcoming Church Basement Ladies show at Viterbo College, info will be places on the bulletin 

board.   

Motion to adjourn, by Lori, 2nd by Deb.  Meeting closed at 9:50 am with offering and Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Barb Fischer, Sec. 

 

 

 

 

 


