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The Longest Worship Celebration of the Year! 

         The longest worship celebration of the year begins on April 1, 2021, Maundy 

Thursday. (This is not an “April Fools” prank.) The 5:30p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship 

Service at Immanuel Lutheran of Strum on April 1st, begins a three-day commemoration of 

the Last Supper, Crucifixion, Death, Burial, and Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. Once the service begins on Maundy Thursday, there will be no Benediction until the 

end of the service on Easter Sunday. These three days are meant for the adoration of our 

Savior Jesus Christ in one continuous act of worship, giving praise and thanks to God for 

salvation and life everlasting. Every waking moment of these three days is  

         It is important for the all of God’s people to turn their minds, hearts and souls to the 

celebration of the Lord’s Supper, to His suffering and death on a cross, to His empty tomb 

of Easter morn. This is the source and hope of our faith! Easter is the dawn of a new day, 

where hope is alive! Jesus is alive! He is not dead! We serve the living Lord Jesus Christ! 

Hallelujah! And we shall be with Him one day as we believe in His promise and hold on to 

this hope. He made us sad for a little while with His death; but then, three days later, 

Jesus rose from the dead! He is not in the tomb. This fills our hearts with joy! This is the 

purpose of a three-day Worship Service, the longest of the year.                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                   

 There is hope for those who are lost; peace for those who are troubled; joy for those 

who mourn, grace and love for the sinner. There is so much to live for, and Jesus shows the 

way. Let all God’s people embrace this three-day celebration with obedience, with faith, 

with hope, with love, and with joyous celebration on Easter Morn.                                                                                                             

           Pr. Ahles 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Week Schedule 

April 1, Thursday Prayer gathering at 

7:30 pm (see below for more info) 

April 2, Good Friday Service at 5:30 pm 

April 4, Easter Sunday Service 8:30 am 



 

 

 

 

Have you been looking for a way 

to contribute to our Mission 

Projects? 

April we will be collecting Personal Care Kit items: 

 1 dark lightweight bath-size towel 

 1 toothbrush 

 2 bath-size soap bars (4-5 oz) 

 1 sturdy comb (no picks or fine-toothed) 

 1 metal nail clippers (attached file 

optional) 

 
Lines from LaVerne….. “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee.” Isaiah 
26:3 

The basis for successful living is knowing how to adjust ourselves, each day, to the different 
temperaments we meet. Everyone reacts so differently to circumstances that come their way. The Bible 
tells us God will keep us inwardly at peace, if you fix your mind on your good thoughts and your actions on 
God. In other words, control your thoughts. We all want harmony and happiness in this life. If we are 
constantly upset by the doings of others we can’t have harmony. To be a happy person does not depend 
on your education, it's how we react to people and to conditions every day. If you say you don’t care what 
others think of you, hard to believe, because most everyone does care and likes to be able to have 
friends. First of all, do you know yourself? Admit your weaknesses and try to overcome them. Do you 
suffer from an inferiority complex? I will admit, I do! Are you shy, selfish, hot-tempered, cynical, critical, 
mean, jealous, sarcastic or conceited? These are little sins that make up our character. Some think if they 
don’t break any of the Ten Commandments, then they are good to go. Not so, by practicing these little 
sins we are putting them before God and breaking the first commandment which says “Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me.” If only we would learn every way to overcome those things which are negative 
from our character, let go of them and let God take them over, then we could have harmonious living. It 
certainly sounds great. Shall we try? Let go and let God do your worrying for you. It is such a strange 
thing about religion, that many people appear to love spending Sunday with God, but, oh, how they balk at 
having Him as an everyday guest in their homes or places of employment. Taste and see that the Lord is 
good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in Him. Psalm 34:8. 
Pray without ceasing (I Thess. 5:17).  
 

Your Lay Minister, 
       LaVerne  

P.S. I’m wishing a very Happy Easter to everyone.  

Thursday, April 1st, a group will be meeting at church to have an 

informal prayer gathering at 7:30 pm. If you have a specific 

prayer request you’d like to have included, leave it under the 

church office door, or on the office desk, or call/text Crystal 

Johnson at (406) 480-0729.  



Sunday School: 

***Children’s Choir has resumed!!!***  

Teachers and students have been meeting after 

services (around 9:20) in their classrooms with masks.  

Unfortunately, at this time, they are not singing.  

Our Book Club just finished up Letters to the Church by 

Francis Chan, and we are excited to start another study!!  

Please join us  Sundays at 7:30pm at Church. 

This next study will be on The Sermon on the 

Mount (Matthew 5-7). Join us in reading the Bible, 

listening to podcast sermons on the topic, and 

completing a study guide. 

Our first meeting will be Sunday, April 11. Contact 

Pam Johnson with questions.  

 

 

 

 

 Elk Creek Lutheran Church Council Meeting -- March 2, 2021 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Keith Nelson at 7:10 
PM.  Members present were: Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson, 
Pastor Valerian Ahles, Cedric Anderson, Jan Berg, Brian 
Christopherson, Ryan Johnson, Rhonda Koval, Anson McCune, 
Keith Nelson, Lindsey Nelson, Lori Nelson, Becky Rongstad, 
Stephanie Rumstick, and Allen Rongstad. 
 
Devotions and Prayer -- Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson began by indicating that she wanted to say “Thank You” to 
everyone who has been keeping and displaying their faith in the northwest part of the state. She shared photos and 
information about members of the Synod staff  as well as the “Top 10 Greatest Things About The NorthWest Synod of 
Wisconsin.” These included: Luther Park’s new facilities are finished and will be available for campers at 75% capacity 
this summer; we support religious services at U.W.-Eau Claire, U.W.-Stout, and U.W.-River Falls, as well as at 4 camps 
(including Luther Park) across the northwest part of the state. We also support ministries in Malawi and Youth Activities 
including the National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis in 2022. These are just some of the work we do together as one of 
the 198 congregations in Northwest Wisconsin.  

The Bishop then led us a “campfire worship at Bible Camp” using Matthew 7 : 24-29. This included singing “The 
House Upon The Rock” and noting that our church is our house built firmly on the rock of our faith in Jesus Christ. Our 
faith helps us be resilient even in difficult times like this past year. After reading the words of the hymn, “On Christ The 
Solid Rock I Stand,” she noted that as Council members we should look not only at the dangers the church is facing and 
what are our opportunities for the future. We discussed our concerns which included a lack of people attending services 
and feeling apathetic toward the church and our opportunities which included trying to find ways to engage people and get 



We welcome everyone to 
coffee hour Wednesdays 

at 10 am in the church 
basement.  Join us for 

coffee and chats! 

them to interact and being willing to be innovative -- outdoor services, live-streaming, and using the radio transmitter. We 
then closed with prayer.  
Secretary’s Report -- Lindsey made a motion to approve the Minutes as published; Anson seconded; motion passed.  
Treasurer’s Report -- was presented by Becky with information provided by Haukeness Financial Service. Anson made a 
motion to approve; Rhonda seconded; motion passed.  
Elk Creek Lutheran Church Accounts 

 General Checking Account -  $ 24,999.63 

 General Savings Account -  $ 38,523.53 

 CD 4145 -  $ 10,352.01 

 Building Fund Checking -     $ 10,011.38 

 Memorial Fund -  $ 4,587.24 
 

Joint Parish Financial Accounts 

 
Assets Elk Creek Immanuel Total 
Beginning Balance -  $ 3,725.53 $ 5,588.28 $ 9,313.81 
Payments - $ 3,194.55 $ 4,791.87 $ 7,986.42 
Ending Balance - $ 3,946.22 $ 5,919.28 $ 9,865.50 
Pastor’s Report --  
Pastor conducted 6 worship services and 6 live stream services -- including Sundays, Ash Wednesday, and 1 Lenten 
services. He attended 4  Coffee Fellowships and 3 students will be taking First Communion with their families during the 
March 7 service. Pastor delivered 20 Daily Devotions on Facebook and had phone visits / conversations with 20 family 
units as well as leaving messages on additional answering machines. He met with the 5 students of the Confirmation 
class 4 times,and wrote a Pastoral letter which was included in the March newsletter. Pastor attended 5 Dairyland 
Conference Pastor’s Text Studies & Meetings on Zoom and the Immanuel / Elk Creek Joint Parish Council Meeting on 
Feb. 24. He indicated that he will be presenting during the final midweek Lenten Service. The theme is from the book, All 
Creation Waits. Following discussion, it was decided that the Maundy Thursday service will be held at Immanuel, Elk 
Creek’s Good Friday service will be at 5:30, and the Easter Service will be at 8:30. He noted that the Confirmation service 
will be held on Reformation Sunday in the fall. Pastor Ahles’ Office Hours at Elk Creek are generally from 8:30 - 12:30 on 
Wednesday mornings. Pastor Ahles can be reached at [cell] 533-0939 or [parsonage] 694-2427. 
WELCA Report -- The women hope to have an actual meeting following one of the March Sunday worship services. 15 
quilts were recently donated to the Osseo Fire Department so that they can be given out as needed. 3 quilts were also 
donated to a local family who lost everything in a fire. 
Choir -- No report 
Memorial Committee --  No report 
Youth Group -- No report 
Sunday School -- No report 
Janitor -- No report 
Office Staff -- No report 
Joint Parish Council Report -- Discussion about Holy Week services. A reminder that Elk Creek will move to the later 
service beginning on June 6. Keith will be the Vice-Chair of the Joint Council for the year. Calendar-wise: the 
Thanksgiving Eve service will be at Elk Creek this year, Elk Creek’s Christmas Eve service will be at 7:00 PM, Christmas 
Day service will be held at 8:30 AM at Immanuel. The percentages between the two churches remain at 40% and 60%. 
Supply Pastors compensation rates have increased to $150 (plus mileage) for the 2 services and this cost is split 50/50 
between the two churches. It was decided that Pastor’s compensation will be discussed during the September Joint 
Council meeting so the Elk Creek Council can deal with it in October.  
Old Business --  

 Carpet Update - A new sample from Howards has tentatively been selected and will be on display until a plan is 
determined. 

 Church Service - The Sunday School students have been enthusiastically singing in preparation for singing during 
the Palm Sunday and/or Easter services. Crystal Johnson has begun contacting individuals to read the lessons 
and serve lectors for the Sunday services. 

 Room Dividers / Curtains - Lindsey and Keith have contacted several companies to get bids for the project -- 
ranging from $3,340 to $8,000. It was noted that the current dividers were installed in 1969. Brian made a 
motion to table the discussion; Rhonda seconded; motion passed. Keith will continue collecting information. 

 Council Room Light - No action has happened. Tabled.  

 Insulation - Allen Rongstad met with representatives from the A1 Insulation company and the Eau Claire 
Insulation about installing insulation in the bell tower area and the closet at the back of the sanctuary.  Currently 
there is almost no insulation on the knee wall above the ceiling of the bell tower area of the balcony and there 
is no insulation in what was originally a window in the wall of the closet at the back of the sanctuary. The bids 
for adding cellulose spray foam insulation into both areas were $1,761.00 and $1,940.00. Allen indicated that 

Council Meeting is 
Tuesday, April 6 at 7 p.m. 

 



he recently replaced the uninsulated heavy door above the 
balcony and into the bell tower with a new one which is heavily 
insulated and easier to open. He had also looked at the door 
which opens from the Pastor’s Dressing Room to the stairs on 
the east side of the building, he recommended that the 
weather stripping needs to be replaced before any discussion 
of replacing that solid-core wood door. Following discussion 
about the possibility of installing the insulation ourselves, 
Lindsey made a motion to rent a blower and to blow the 
insulation into the designated areas ourselves and also to add 
weather stripping to the Pastor’s dressing room door; Lori 
seconded; the motion passed. 

New Business --  
 Monthly Bills - Quarterly payments need to be made to Organist 

Becky and Secretary Crystal Johnson. Confirmation study 
materials were purchased by Immanuel for both churches. 
Anson made a motion to pay for the Confirmation materials; 
Stephanie seconded; motion passed. 

 Synod Delegates - The Synod will be having Zoom meetings on 
April 15 and April 17. Two church members need to attend these meetings as delegates for the congregation. 
The delegates need to be registered by April 1.  

 Lenten Services, Easter, flowers, communion - The Good Friday service will be held at 5:30 PM on April 2 and the 
Easter service will be at 8:30 AM on April 4. Easter flowers can be ordered through Jan Berg. Orders have 
already been coming in. 

 Coffee after church - Several church members have requested that we return to having coffee available after 
Sunday services. After discussion it was decided that coffee will be available in the large basement classroom 
following services on Sunday, March 7.  

 CD renewal or transfer - This must be handled by March 10,2021. During 2020, the current CD, which is valued at 
$ 10,264.85, earned merely $ 80.00 in interest. Becky made a motion to take the funds out of the CD and to 
move them into the 2050 fund; Lindsey seconded; the motion passed. 

 Other -  
o Ryan said Crystal would like to use a Thrivent grant to have a “Little Library” be built and installed outside 

of the church. She will be asking Steve Ebert to build it. The Council was in favor of this proposal. 
o Lindsey noted that additional landscaping rock is needed around the church and asked that the topic be 

considered in the future. 
o Lindsey indicated that the 4-H Club will be meeting at the church on March 13. She noted that Jessica 

Berg had requested that a calendar of scheduled use dates be posted so that people could see and 
reserve usage of the church building. Pastor noted that Crystal Johnson usually maintains this 
calendar.  

Next Meeting -- The next Council meeting will be on April 6 at 7 pm. 
Adjournment -- Anson made a motion to adjourn; Stephanie seconded; motion passed. The meeting was closed at 8:50 
PM with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Lori Nelson, Recording Secretary 
 

Christian Meaning of Easter 
The significance of Easter is Jesus Christ's triumph over death. His resurrection means the eternal life that is 

granted to all who believe in Him. The purpose of Easter also means the full confirmation of all that Jesus 

taught and preached during His three-year ministry. If He had not risen from the dead, if He had simply died 

and not been resurrected, He would have been thought just another teacher or prophet. However, His 

resurrection rebuked all that and provided final and undeniable proof that He was really the Son of God and that 

He had overcome death once and for all. 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the core of the Christian 

gospel. Saint Paul says that if Christ is not raised from the dead, then our 

preaching and hope are in vain (1 Cor. 15:14). Certainly, without the 

resurrection, there would be no Christian preaching or faith. The apostles of 

Christ would have continued as the disheartened group which the Gospel of 

John depicts being in hiding for fear of the Jews. They were in total despair 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=1+corinthians+15:14


until they met the risen Christ (John 20:19). Then they touched Christ's wounds of the nails and the spear; they 

ate and drank with Him. The resurrection became the foundation of everything they said and did (Acts 2-4): 

“...for a spirit has not flesh and bones as you see that I have” (Luke 24:39). 

The resurrection affirms Jesus of Nazareth as not only the prophesied Messiah of Israel but as the King and 

Lord of a new Jerusalem: a new heaven and a new earth. 

 

*Read the rest of the article here: https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/true-meaning-of-easter-why-is-it-

celebrated.html 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=john+20:19
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